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government and the rule of law. That 
is what this is all about, while it is ar-
gued and we are told that we have to 
do this and if we don’t do it, that some-
how we are succumbing to those terror-
ists who wish to do us great physical 
harm. 

Let me, if I can, sort of wrap up be-
cause I know I am taking a little bit of 
time. I want to leave some time to 
argue my housing bill. I am consuming 
the time on my housing bill to do this, 
but I want people to understand, at 
least from my perspective, why this is 
a dangerous conclusion, why we ought 
to vote against cloture, and why I am 
going to use my power as a Senator to 
object to going to that cloture vote, at 
least as long as a cloture vote exists on 
dealing with the housing legislation. 

I think retroactive immunity is a 
disgrace. In the last months, I believe 
we proved that beyond any doubt what-
soever. As I said, I believe it is more 
disgraceful in all that it represents. It 
is the mindset that the Church Com-
mittee summed up so eloquently three 
decades ago. As I read these words— 
they are no longer with us. A lot of 
these Members have long since left us, 
not only from this Chamber but who 
have since passed away. But it is 
worthwhile for us to read their words, 
these Democrats and Republicans. 
There were those who suggested some-
how they were weak-kneed when it 
came to giving the President the power 
to protect our national security. But 
listen to their words of three decades 
ago: 

The view that the traditional American 
principles of justice and fair play have no 
place in our struggle against the enemies of 
freedom, that view created the Nixonian se-
crecy of the 1970s. 

The Church committee wrote those 
words in part as a rebuke to our prede-
cessors in this Chamber who for years 
allowed secrecy and executive abuses 
to slide. But today those words take on 
new meaning. Today, they rebuke us, 
in a way. Today they shame us for a 
lack of faith that we can, at the same 
time, keep our country safe and our 
Constitution whole. 

As I said before, when the 21st cen-
tury version of the Church committee 
convenes to investigate the abuses of 
the past years, how will we be judged? 
When it reads through the records of 
our debates—not if, Mr. President, but 
when—what will they find? When the 
President asked us to repudiate the Ge-
neva Conventions and strip away the 
rights of habeas corpus, how did we re-
spond? What was our Congress? What 
did we say about that? When stories of 
secret prisons and outsourced torture 
became impossible to deny, what did 
that Congress do in 2008 and 2007? In 
June of 2008 when we were asked to put 
corporations explicitly outside the law 
and accept at face value the argument 
that some are literally too rich to be 
sued, how did that Congress, how did 
that Senate vote on that matter? 

All of these questions are coming to 
us, Mr. President. All of them and 
more. And in the quiet of his or her 
own conscience, each Senator knows 
what the answers are. 

Remember, this is about more than a 
few telephone calls, a few companies, 
or a few lawsuits. If the supporters of 
retroactive immunity keep this argu-
ment a technical one, they will win. A 
technical argument obscures the defin-
ing question: the rule of law or the rule 
of men? That question never goes 
away. As long as there are free soci-
eties, generations of leaders will strug-
gle mightily to answer it. Each genera-
tion must ascertain an answer for 
itself. Just because our Founders an-
swered it correctly doesn’t mean we 
are bound by their choice. In that, as 
in all decisions, we are entirely free. 

The burden falls not on history but 
on each one of us—the 100 of us who 
serve in this remarkable Chamber. But 
we can take counsel, listen to those 
who came before us, who made the 
right choice even when our Nation’s 
survival was at risk. They knew the 
rule of law was far more rooted in our 
character than any one man’s lawless-
ness. From the beginning, they advised 
us to fight that lawlessness whenever 
we found it. At the Constitutional Con-
vention, James Madison said: 

The means of defense against foreign dan-
ger historically have become the instru-
ments of tyranny at home. 

He also said: 
I believe there are more instances of the 

abridgement of the freedom of the people by 
gradual and silent encroachments of those in 
power than by violent and sudden assertion. 

As long as we are temporary 
custodians of the Constitution, as we 
are, we have a duty to guard against 
those gradual and silent encroach-
ments. That is exactly what this is. It 
is a gradual and silent encroachment. 
It doesn’t come in a burst, it comes 
slowly. Our Founders knew these 
threats were coming. They could pre-
dict, persuade, and warn, but when it 
comes time to stand up against those 
threats in our own time, they cannot 
act for us. They can only teach us, they 
can warn us, they can remind us that 
they would come. And they have. They 
are here. They are before us. They can-
not act for us. The choice is ours and 
ours alone. 

Tomorrow or the following day, when 
we are asked to vote on this, the choice 
will be ours. We have been warned and 
cautioned by history. The decision now 
rests with each and every one of us to 
decide whether we have listened to 
them and not only answer them but 
provide the answer for generations to 
come, as generations before us have an-
swered that question. May we rise to 
that moment, Mr. President, and de-
feat this legislation. May we reject this 
retroactive immunity for a handful of 
companies so that we may determine 
whether their actions were legal or 

whether they were above the law or 
whether they were the rule of law or 
the rule of men. That is the important 
choice we will have to make. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 44TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE DEATHS OF 
CIVIL RIGHTS WORKERS AN-
DREW GOODMAN, JAMES 
CHANEY, AND MICHAEL 
SCHWERNER 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of S. 
Res. 600, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 600) commemorating 

the 44th anniversary of the deaths of civil 
rights workers Andrew Goodman, James 
Chaney, and Michael Schwerner in Philadel-
phia, Mississippi, while working in the name 
of American democracy to register voters 
and secure civil rights during the summer of 
1964, which has become known as ‘‘Freedom 
Summer.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, our Na-
tion owes a tremendous debt of grati-
tude to all of those who risked their 
lives in the pursuit of making America 
a more perfect union. This week, we 
commemorate the 44th anniversary of 
the day three brave civil rights work-
ers—James Chaney, Michael 
Schwerner, and Andrew Goodman— 
paid the ultimate price in the struggle 
to secure civil rights and expand our 
democracy for all Americans. 

On June 21, 1964, these three young 
men were abducted, brutally beaten, 
and shot to death by Ku Klux Klans-
men for simply attempting to register 
African-Americans voters. Their deaths 
touched the conscience of our country 
and inspired events that changed the 
course of our history. The public out-
cry over the initial disappearance of 
these workers drew national and inter-
national attention to the violence asso-
ciated with efforts to register African- 
American voters. It spurred efforts to 
desegregate the voting delegates at po-
litical party conventions. And it served 
as a catalyst for Congress to pass the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965, key legislation that 
would eliminate segregation and usher 
in a new era of equal opportunity and 
access to our democracy for all Ameri-
cans. 

Unfortunately, our march toward 
equal justice under law is not yet com-
plete. Three years ago, Edgar Ray 
Killen was convicted for the deaths of 
the three civil rights workers we honor 
today. Almost two dozen other men 
were involved in this crime; some are 
still alive, yet, none have ever been 
held charged with this murder. Even 
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more troubling, the families of hun-
dreds of other Americans who lost 
their lives in the fight for equal rights 
still await justice. 

As we pass this resolution, we must 
recognize that it is long past time to 
pass the Emmett Till Unsolved Civil 
Rights Crime Act, which would 
strengthen our ability to track down 
those whose violent acts during a pe-
riod of national turmoil remain 
unpunished. Last year, the House over-
whelmingly passed this bill. Yet, one 
lone Republican Senator has prevented 
this important bill from passing. As we 
commemorate the deaths of three of 
the most celebrated civil rights activ-
ists of the past, let us remember this 
does not obviate our need to solve the 
hundreds of less recognized civil rights 
crimes of that era. 

Today’s resolution is an important 
gesture for us to remember the civil 
rights misdeeds of the past. But it is 
also an opportunity for Congress to 
show the country that we will not tol-
erate similar offenses. As we pass this 
resolution, it is fitting to carry this 
principle to the present and act in kind 
to prevent hate crimes and civil rights 
abuses occurring now in this country 
and around the world. 

The powerful inscription on the grave 
of James Chaney reads: ‘‘There are 
those who are alive, yet will never live; 
there are those who are dead, yet will 
live forever; great deeds inspire and en-
courage the living.’’ By remembering 
Mr. Chaney, Mr. Schwerner, and Mr. 
Goodman today, I hope we all can be 
inspired to renewed action in this Con-
gress. Let us pass the Till bill to ensure 
that those who sacrificed their lives in 
pursuit of justice are not forgotten and 
the perpetrators of these crimes are 
held accountable. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, with no intervening action 
or debate, and that any statements re-
lating to the resolution be printed in 
the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 600) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 600 

Whereas 44 years ago, on June 21, 1964, An-
drew Goodman, James Chaney, and Michael 
Schwerner were murdered in Philadelphia, 
Mississippi, while working in the name of 
American democracy to register voters and 
secure civil rights during the summer of 1964, 
which has become known as ‘‘Freedom Sum-
mer’’; 

Whereas Andrew Goodman was a 20-year- 
old White anthropology major at New York’s 
Queens College, who volunteered for the 
‘‘Freedom Summer’’ project; 

Whereas James Chaney, from Meridian, 
Mississippi, was a 21-year-old African-Amer-

ican civil rights activist who joined the Con-
gress of Racial Equality (CORE) in 1963 to 
work on voter education and registration; 

Whereas Michael ‘‘Mickey’’ Schwerner, 
from Brooklyn, New York, was a 24-year-old 
White CORE field secretary in Mississippi 
and a veteran of the civil rights movement; 

Whereas in 1964, Mississippi had a Black 
voting-age population of 450,000, but only 
16,000 Blacks were registered to vote; 

Whereas most Black voters were 
disenfranchised by law or practice in Mis-
sissippi; 

Whereas in 1964, Andrew Goodman, James 
Chaney, and Michael Schwerner volunteered 
to work as part of the ‘‘Freedom Summer’’ 
project that involved several civil rights or-
ganizations, including the Mississippi State 
chapter of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, the South-
ern Christian Leadership Conference, the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
mittee, and CORE, with the purpose of reg-
istering Black voters in Mississippi; 

Whereas on the morning of June 21, 1964, 
the 3 men left the CORE office in Meridian 
and set out for Longdale, Mississippi, where 
they were to investigate the recent burning 
of the Mount Zion Methodist Church, a 
Black church that had been functioning as a 
Freedom School for education and voter reg-
istration; 

Whereas on their way back to Meridian, 
James Chaney, Andrew Goodman, and Mi-
chael Schwerner were detained and later ar-
rested and taken to the Philadelphia, Mis-
sissippi, jail; 

Whereas later that same evening, on June 
21, 1964, they were taken from the jail, 
turned over to the Ku Klux Klan, and beaten, 
shot, and killed; 

Whereas 2 days later, their burnt, charred, 
and gutted blue Ford station wagon was 
pulled from the Bogue Chitto Creek, just 
outside Philadelphia, Mississippi; 

Whereas the national uproar caused by the 
disappearance of the civil rights workers led 
President Lyndon B. Johnson to order Sec-
retary of Defense Robert McNamara to send 
200 active duty Navy sailors to search the 
swamps and fields in the area for the bodies 
of the 3 civil rights workers, and Attorney 
General Robert F. Kennedy to order his Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI) director, 
J. Edgar Hoover, to send 150 agents to Mis-
sissippi to work on the case; 

Whereas the FBI investigation led to the 
discovery of the bodies of several other Afri-
can-Americans from Mississippi, whose dis-
appearances over the previous several years 
had not attracted attention outside their 
local communities; 

Whereas the bodies of Andrew Goodman, 
James Chaney, and Michael Schwerner, beat-
en and shot, were found on August 4, 1964, 
buried under a mound of dirt; 

Whereas on December 4, 1964, 21 White Mis-
sissippians from Philadelphia, Mississippi, 
including the sheriff and his deputy, were ar-
rested, and the Department of Justice 
charged them with conspiring to deprive An-
drew Goodman, James Chaney, and Michael 
Schwerner of their civil rights, since murder 
was not a Federal crime; 

Whereas on December 10, 1964, the same 
day Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. received the 
Nobel Peace Prize, a United States District 
judge dismissed charges against the 21 men 
accused of depriving the 3 civil right workers 
of their civil rights by murder; 

Whereas in 1967, after an appeal to the Su-
preme Court and new testimony, 7 individ-
uals were found guilty, but 2 of the defend-
ants, including Edgar Ray Killen, who had 

been strongly implicated in the murders by 
witnesses, were acquitted because the jury 
came to a deadlock on their charges; 

Whereas on January 6, 2005, a Neshoba 
County, Mississippi, grand jury indicted 
Edgar Ray Killen on 3 counts of murder; 

Whereas on June 21, 2005, a jury convicted 
Edgar Ray Killen on 3 counts of man-
slaughter; 

Whereas June 21, 2008, was the 44th anni-
versary of Andrew Goodman, James Chaney, 
and Michael Schwerner’s ultimate sacrifice; 

Whereas by the end of ‘‘Freedom Sum-
mer’’, volunteers, including Andrew Good-
man, James Chaney, and Michael Schwerner, 
helped register 17,000 African-Americans to 
vote; 

Whereas the national uproar in response to 
the deaths of these brave men helped create 
the necessary climate to bring about passage 
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965; 

Whereas Andrew Goodman, James Chaney, 
and Michael Schwerner worked for freedom, 
democracy, and equal justice under the law 
for all; and 

Whereas the Federal Government should 
find an appropriate way to honor these cou-
rageous young men and their contributions 
to civil rights and voting rights: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) encourages all Americans to pause and 

remember Andrew Goodman, James Chaney, 
and Michael Schwerner and the 44th anniver-
sary of their deaths; 

(2) commemorates the life and work of An-
drew Goodman, James Chaney, Michael 
Schwerner, and all of the other brave Ameri-
cans who made the ultimate sacrifice in the 
name of civil rights and voting rights for all 
Americans; and 

(3) commemorates and acknowledges the 
legacy of the brave Americans who partici-
pated in the civil rights movement and the 
role that they played in changing the hearts 
and minds of Americans and creating the po-
litical climate necessary to pass legislation 
to expand civil rights and voting rights for 
all Americans. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, a few 
weeks ago, our colleague in the other 
Chamber, JOHN LEWIS, joined us for 
lunch and brought along several Free-
dom Riders who knew very well the 
wonderful young people we are recog-
nizing by this resolution who lost their 
lives in the quest for freedom and de-
mocracy during the civil rights move-
ment in the 1960s. It was a moving op-
portunity to listen to these remarkable 
individuals who, today, are gray in hair 
and getting older, but in their youth 
they stood up for democracy and free-
dom. It is worthy that this institution 
is recognizing them. I wanted to men-
tion that this evening, as we agreed to 
this resolution. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JUNE 
25, 2008 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it stand 
adjourned until 9:30 a.m., tomorrow, 
Wednesday, June 25; that following the 
prayer and the pledge, the Journal of 
the proceedings be approved to date, 
the morning hour be deemed to have 
expired, the time for the two leaders be 
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