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Soldiers and Marines as Armor Crewman and 
Combat Vehicle Mechanics. When he served 
as a Battalion Operations Officer in Europe, 
he deployed with U.S. Forces into Bosnia as 
part of the 1st Armored Division’s Implementa-
tion Force mission. He was thereafter as-
signed as a Special Assistant to the Com-
mander of all NATO forces in Bosnia. 

He has held numerous other positions dur-
ing his military career including service as a 
War Planner and Assistant Secretary to the 
General Staff for the U.S. Army Europe, and 
an Assistant Professor of Chemistry at the 
U.S. Military Academy. 

As Garrison Commander, Colonel Needham 
has been a tireless advocate for soldiers, their 
families, and the communities surrounding 
Fort Knox. Taking command shortly after 
BRAC changes were announced, he has over-
seen the transformation of Fort Knox into its 
new mission as a vital multi-functional home to 
operational Army forces and various adminis-
trative commands. 

Colonel Needham has demonstrated an ex-
ceptional determination to ease transition-re-
lated concerns by communicating with incom-
ing personnel, citizens, and community lead-
ers at every opportunity. As part of this effort, 
he developed ‘‘BRAC Roadshows,’’ informa-
tional seminars conducted at locations with 
units that are scheduled to move to Fort Knox. 
He has also worked to transform the Garrison 
Staff, finalizing the organizational structure to 
ensure that soldiers, their families, and the 
community all receive the support that they 
need. 

Colonel Needham’s awards and decorations 
include three Defense Meritorious Service 
Medals, five Meritorious Service Medals, two 
Army Commendation Medals, an Armed 
Forces Expeditionary Medal, and a NATO 
Medal. 

It is my great privilege to recognize Colonel 
Mark Needham today, before the entire U.S. 
House of Representatives, for his lifelong ex-
ample of leadership and service. I would like 
to thank him personally for his exemplary 
stewardship at Fort Knox during a time of war 
and administrative transition. His unique 
achievements and dedication to the men and 
women of the U.S. Army make him an out-
standing American worthy of our collective 
honor and respect. 
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OP-EDS SHOW SUPPORT FOR 
OBAMA IN THE CARIBBEAN COM-
MUNITY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce three Opinion Editorials from the 
New York CaribNews that reflect the unprece-
dented special excitement that the nomination 
of BARACK OBAMA for President has caused in 
our Caribbean community in New York. 
CaribNews is a New York based publication 
that serves as the voice of the Caribbean 
community. 

The editorials, all published in the June 17, 
2008 publication, are entitled: ‘‘Propelled by 

the Wind of Change Democrats Choose 
Obama: What an Excellent Choice to Lead the 
Party Into Race for the White House,’’ 
‘‘Obama and the Deepening of American De-
mocracy,’’ and ‘‘Caribbean Hearts are Swelling 
with Pride as Obama’s Victory Sinks In.’’ 

The editorials all reflect a great exhilaration 
for Obama’s candidacy within the New York 
Caribbean community. Each piece points out 
how extraordinary the results are of this histor-
ical primary and the reactions of Caribbean 
Americans. One of the pieces quotes a Carib-
bean-American who said, ‘‘[Obama] comes 
across as a people person with whom we can 
relate.’’ Another Jamaican-American woman 
said, ‘‘What a pity the late Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. isn’t around to see this.’’ 

One editorial summarizes the consensus 
among the Caribbean community the best; 
‘‘BARACK OBAMA has beckoned a new genera-
tion to the noble task of remaking America 
and remaking the world. He has brought mil-
lions of new voters into the electoral process.’’ 
But, the Caribbean community has not forgot-
ten about HILLARY CLINTON and the socio-polit-
ical significance of her campaign. There is a 
general belief that she is an important part of 
the new era of the Democratic Party and also 
represents the new direction this country is 
taking on race and gender equality. 
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TRIBUTE TO E. JAMES BARRETT, 
CCE PRESIDENT & CEO MICHI-
GAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

HON. TIMOTHY WALBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2008 

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor E. James (Jim) Barrett who is 
retiring after 32 years as President and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Michigan Chamber of 
Commerce. Mr. Barrett holds the distinction of 
being the longest-serving President and CEO 
of any state chamber nationwide. It is with 
great admiration and pride that I congratulate 
Mr. Barrett on behalf of all of those who have 
benefited from his proven ability to cultivate 
economic growth in the state of Michigan. 

In 1971, a young Jim Barrett joined the 
Michigan Chamber of Commerce staff after re-
ceiving a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Financial 
Administration from Michigan State University. 
Five short years later, at age 32, he was se-
lected to be President and CEO of the Michi-
gan Chamber, making him one of the young-
est individuals ever to head a state chamber. 
Under Jim Barrett’s leadership, membership in 
the Michigan Chamber of Commerce in-
creased from 3,900 member firms to over 
7,100 statewide. 

The Michigan Chamber of Commerce, es-
tablished in 1959, is comprised of over 7,000 
business employers, local chambers of com-
merce, and trade and professional associa-
tions. The chamber advocates for pro-busi-
ness policies to secure economic growth and 
promote job creation in Michigan. As head of 
Michigan’s Chamber, Mr. Barrett has worked 
tirelessly to lower the cost of doing business 
and make Michigan a more attractive place for 
commerce. Through highly effective commu-

nication, Mr. Barrett has been able to mobilize 
businesses from each of the state’s 83 coun-
ties, creating a force to promote pro-growth 
policies statewide. 

Jim Barrett, a valued community leader, has 
received many appointments and has served 
on countless boards of directors. As Treasurer 
of Taxpayers United for Tax Limitation, he im-
plemented successful petition drives in 1976 
and 1978 to place a constitutional amendment 
to limit taxes on a statewide ballot, which 
passed in 1978. The Governor appointed Mr. 
Barrett to serve on the Civil Service Task 
Force in 1979 and the Michigan Economic De-
velopment Authority from 1984 to 1985. 
Among many others, he currently serves as 
Chairman of the Ingham Regional Medical 
Center Board of Trustees, Treasurer of the 
Michigan Chamber Political Action Committee, 
and is a member of the Steering Committee 
for the Michigan Prayer Breakfast. 

Jim Barrett, known as a man of integrity, 
candor and goodwill, has been the deserving 
recipient of many awards throughout his long, 
respected career. He was inducted into the 
Michigan Society of Association Executives 
Hall of Fame in 2002. A year later, the Michi-
gan Political History Society selected Mr. Bar-
rett as the top Association Leader in Michigan 
over the last 50 years. Under his solid leader-
ship, the Michigan Chamber was rated the 
number one lobbyist organization in Michigan. 

Madam Speaker, today I ask my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing E. James Barrett for 
his esteemed service to the State of Michigan 
as long-time President and CEO of the Michi-
gan Chamber of Commerce. May others know 
of my high regard for his outstanding leader-
ship and career of excellence, as well as my 
best wishes for Mr. Barrett in the future. 
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IN TRIBUTE TO LEE STEVENS- 
GLOVER 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 24, 2008 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Ms. Lee Stevens-Glover, who is 
retiring on June 18, 2008 after 36 years of 
service in music education in the city of Fre-
mont, California. Ms. Stevens-Glover has in-
spired young voices at Irvington High School 
from 1972 through 2004 and at Mission San 
Jose High School from 1982 through 2008. 

Ms. Stevens-Glover’s exemplary career as a 
vocal specialist started in 1968 as a grad-
uating senior from Mission San Jose High 
School, when she was presented with the 
Bank of America Achievement Award Plaque 
for Fine Arts. Her excellence in education has 
earned her many awards and honors. The rec-
ognition she has received includes the Distin-
guished Teacher in Presidential Scholars Pro-
gram from former President Bill Clinton, the 
Outstanding Teacher of the Year Award from 
the Fremont School Management Association, 
the Outstanding Alumni Teacher of the Year 
Award from California State University in Hay-
ward, the Excellence in Education Award from 
the Fremont Education Foundation, and the 
Don Gercich Award for Outstanding Service to 
Mission San Jose High School. 
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On June 15, 2008, a concert and reception 

will be held to honor Ms. Stevens-Glover’s dis-
tinguished career in music education. She has 
provided a wealth of music education to stu-
dents through the years, which has enriched 
their lives immeasurably. I join the community 
in thanking Ms. Stevens-Glover for her dedi-
cated efforts, her inspiration and commitment 
to all those who were fortunate to be the ben-
eficiary of her extraordinary teaching skills. 
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INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION 
CALLING ON EGYPT TO RESPECT 
AND UPHOLD RELIGIOUS FREE-
DOM FOR ALL ITS CITIZENS 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2008 

Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, today I am in-
troducing a resolution calling on the Govern-
ment of Egypt to respect and uphold religious 
freedom for all of its citizens. In the U.S. Com-
mission on International Religious Freedom’s 
2008 report, Egypt remains on the watch list 
of countries that seriously violate freedom of 
thought, conscience, and religion or belief. 

Members of the Coptic Orthodox Church, 
the largest non-Muslim minority in Egypt, have 
a very difficult time. In the last several years 
there has been an upsurge of attacks tar-
geting Copts. Such attacks include arson of 
churches, destruction of Coptic-owned prop-
erty and businesses and physical assaults. 
While authorities often arrest suspects in 
these cases, formal charges are rarely pur-
sued. 

The Baha’i religion has been banned since 
1960 due to a presidential decree. Members 
of the Baha’i faith have difficulties obtaining 
civil documents such as official ID cards, birth 
certificates, passports, and marriage licenses. 

Material vilifying Jews regularly appears in 
state-controlled and semi-official media, in-
cluding anti-Semitic cartoons aimed at influ-
encing the opinions of Egyptian youth. The Je-
hovah’s Witnesses cannot congregate in num-
bers greater than five without facing harass-
ment by government security services. 

This resolution is modeled after a similar 
measure recently passed by the European 
Union Parliament. The United States was 
founded upon the principle that all men are 
endowed with certain unalienable rights, in-
cluding religious freedom. Ronald Reagan 
once said that the Constitution is ‘‘a kind of 
covenant. It is a covenant we’ve made not 
only with ourselves but with all of mankind.’’ 

The United States Congress has a responsi-
bility to speak out for these religious minori-
ties. I encourage all my colleagues, who care 
about persecuted believers of all faiths, to co-
sponsor this resolution and add the House’s 
voice to that of the EU Parliament in calling on 
the Government of Egypt to fully implement 
and protect the rights of religious minorities as 
full citizens. 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 24, 2008 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to speak on the importance of early 
childhood education and development pro-
grams. The 110th Congress has shown strong 
commitment to improving education for stu-
dents of all ages. Notably, we reauthorized 
Head Start, the premier early childhood pro-
gram that prepares low income children for 
school. Now, we must start earlier to prepare 
our youngest citizens for school. To this end, 
the Committee on Education and Labor re-
cently passed H.R. 2343, the Education Be-
gins at Home Act, which will improve child 
well-being, school readiness, and parent in-
volvement in their children’s lives. 

The Education Begins at Home Act provides 
the first dedicated funding stream for home 
visiting programs. Home visiting involves vol-
untary meetings between specialists in child 
development and parents and children in their 
home. The home visitors help develop par-
enting skills, foster positive child development, 
and offer support. These programs reduce the 
stress associated with parenting, assist par-
ents in understanding the educational and de-
velopmental needs of their children, and pro-
mote healthy parent-child relationships. At 
least 37 States have these types of programs 
in place; however, they lack a stable funding 
stream to ensure effective, long-term services. 
This bill also targets English language learners 
and military families. These groups often lack 
natural support systems that the programs 
help develop. 

Education can never begin too early; the 
earliest years of brain development are most 
important, as shown through studies such as 
those by the National Research Council. High 
quality early education programs have helped 
improve school performance and lower high 
school drop-out rates. They also have helped 
reduce the rates of child abuse and identify 
developmental delays early in life. These pro-
grams share common components that con-
tribute to their success—teachers who are 
knowledgeable about the development of 
young children, strong staff development and 
training, and activities that stimulate cognitive 
as well as social skills. It is these aspects that 
have brought success time and time again. 

Investment in early childhood is sound pol-
icy and cost effective as well. A study done by 
economist Robert G. Lynch in 2007 showed 
that high-quality programs would save both 
state and the federal government billions of 
dollars over decades. According to the study, 
the total annual benefits of a universal pro-
gram would begin to pay for itself within nine 
years by growing a margin each year. Accord-
ing to Lynch, a universal early education pro-
gram would generate $191 billion in benefits 
for the federal government by the year 2050. 
This result is achieved by creating many more 
productive members of society and decreasing 
the number of and associated costs related to 
incarcerated citizens. 

These particular benefits are only a few of 
the multitude that result from early childhood 

education programs. Learning is a lifelong ac-
tivity and children especially deserve the best, 
beginning with the first day of their life. I urge 
my colleagues and Congress to continue this 
investment in early childhood during the re-
mainder of the 110th Congress and in subse-
quent sessions. 
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IN TRIBUTE TO COUNCIL MEMBER 
BILL WARD 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 24, 2008 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Hayward, California City Council 
Member Bill Ward, who will be retiring from of-
fice at the end of his term on July 8, 2008. Bill 
was elected to the Hayward City Council in 
1984 and has dedicated 24 years of exem-
plary service to the city of Hayward during his 
tenure. 

Bill has been a Hayward resident since 
1975. He and his wife, Gail, have two adult 
children. He received his Bachelor of Architec-
ture degree from Howard University in Wash-
ington, DC and a Master’s degree in City 
Planning from the University of California, 
Berkeley. 

During his tenure as a member of the Hay-
ward City Council, Bill served on many of the 
Council’s Committees, including the Downtown 
Committee, Commercial Center Improvement 
Committee, Technology Application Committee 
and was the Council Liaison to the Economic 
Development Committee. He has been instru-
mental in the initiation and development of 
many significant projects in Hayward. 

He has served on the city of Hayward’s 
Planning Commission, the Board of Zoning 
Adjustments, and the Citizens Advisory Com-
mission. He is also a former member of the 
St. Rose Hospital Foundation. 

Bill’s professional organizations include the 
American Institute of Certified Planners, the 
American Planning Association, and the Asso-
ciation of Environmental Professionals. 

His intergovernmental agency assignments 
included service on the Alameda County 
Housing Authority, the Association of Bay 
Area Governments, the East Bay Dischargers 
Authority, and the Regional Airport Planning 
Committee. 

Bill Ward has left an indelible mark on the 
city of Hayward and beyond. On July 10, 
2008, there will be a farewell celebration to 
thank Council Member Bill Ward for his dedi-
cated public service. I join in applauding him 
for a job well done and wish him well in his re-
tirement. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. PETER 
H. KEHOE 

HON. PHIL HARE 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 24, 2008 

Mr. HARE. Madam Speaker, today I rise to 
congratulate Dr. Peter H. Kehoe, who this Sat-
urday will become the 87th president of the 
American Optometric Association (AOA). 
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