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until 1983 when the two companies split into 
separate entities once more. At this time Mu-
tual Benefit found themselves competing once 
again against one of the largest insurance 
companies within the state of Pennsylvania. 
Led by a driven team of leaders, Mutual Ben-
efit rose to this challenge and exemplified 
many attributes which have worked to set 
them apart from their competition. Through ac-
tive leadership, unparalleled trustworthiness, 
and service to the community Mutual Benefit 
has become one of the most respected re-
gional carriers in Pennsylvania. 

One hundred years after its humble begin-
ning, Mutual Benefit Group now guarantees 
nearly $100 million through 250 independent 
agents located in both Pennsylvania and 
Maryland. Not only do they serve 78,000 pol-
icyholders, but they also serve as an important 
part of the community by employing 204 peo-
ple. Known for its customer service, stability 
and experience, Mutual Benefit Group was 
recognized as the number one insurance car-
rier in Pennsylvania and Maryland in 2006. 

Mutual Benefit Insurance Company has en-
deavored throughout its history to improve its 
policies and atmosphere to fit the needs of the 
surrounding community. I look forward to cele-
brating the 100th anniversary of such a won-
derful organization, as it has brought a greater 
appreciation to our area and has surely been 
an asset to the community. I congratulate Mu-
tual Benefit on reaching this significant mile-
stone and wish the company all the best in its 
future endeavors. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2008 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise to note 
that I was unable to arrive on the House floor 
in time to vote because my flight from Mem-
phis was significantly delayed due to bad 
weather. Had I been able to vote, I would 
have voted in favor of the three measures 
voted on by the House this evening: (1) H. 
Res. 1242, honoring the life, musical accom-
plishments, and contributions of Louis Jordan 
on the 100th Anniversary of his birth; (2) H. 
Con. Res. 372, supporting the goals and 
ideals of Black Music Month and to honor the 
outstanding contributions that African Amer-
ican singers and musicians have made to the 
United States; and (3) H. Res. 1051, congratu-
lating James Madison University in Harrison-
burg, Virginia, for 100 years of service and 
leadership to the United States. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ROBERT STOLDAL’S 
CAREER 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2008 

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
speak in honor of one of America’s finest 
broadcast journalists and most effective com-

munity leaders, on the occasion of his retire-
ment this month. 

Robert Stoldal has achieved well-deserved 
legendary stature over his 41-year career at 
Las Vegas’ CBS affiliate, KLAS-TV, Channel 
8. Bob’s insistence on the highest journalistic 
standards of accuracy, thoroughness, fairness, 
and aggressiveness established a clear 
benchmark of professional values which has 
been followed by hundreds of journalists, 
videographers, producers, and editors. Uni-
formly, those who have worked for Bob credit 
him with improving their professionalism 
through his guidance and the example he 
sets. 

Bob is a good friend of mine, and he has 
my highest respect as a newsman and as a 
preeminent leader of the city we both love so 
much, Las Vegas. Bob has led the charge for 
community causes too numerous to mention, 
even as he has led one of America’s top local 
newscasts for decades. 

Bob and his corps of news professionals at 
Channel 8 and sister station, Las Vegas 
NEWS ONE, consistently earn the highest 
honors awarded by the national broadcast 
news industry. At the same time, Bob Stoldal 
worked successfully for television cameras to 
gain access to courtrooms; battled over the 
years to preserve Nevada’s historical legacy; 
gained recognition across the Silver State as 
an authority on Nevada history; and, devoted 
himself to the growth of his alma mater, 
UNLV. 

Bob Stoldal has the trait common to all 
great journalists—courage—courage to stand 
up to organized crime and political corruption, 
courage to accept the risk of going into a high-
ly dangerous jailhouse stand-off and negotiate 
a peaceful solution, and, the courage to take 
on the federal government over its use and 
abuse of Nevada as a nuclear proving ground, 
as just some examples of his fortitude. 

Southern Nevada is indeed most fortunate 
that a person of Bob’s unflagging energy, en-
thusiasm, creativity, and tenacity has set the 
pace for the area’s newsgathering during the 
four decades that metro Las Vegas has led 
the nation in population growth. 

Bob, I congratulate you on a tremendous 
career, of which I, and our fellow Las Vegans, 
are so proud. I know you will keep giving your 
all for our community in your purported retire-
ment! 

Best wishes to you, Kay, and your family as 
we look to the future. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. THOMAS H. ALLEN 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2008 

Mr. ALLEN. Madam Speaker, on June 23, 
2008, I was unavoidably absent from the 
House. 

If I had been present, I would have votes 
Yes on rollcall Vote No. 438, a motion by Mr. 
SARBANES of Maryland to suspend the rules 
and pass H. Res. 1242, a resolution honoring 
the life, musical accomplishments, and con-
tributions of Louis Jordan on the 100th anni-
versary of his birth. 

I would have voted Yes on rollcall Vote No. 
#439, a motion by Mr. SARBANES of Maryland 
to suspend the rules and pass H. Con. Res. 
372, a resolution supporting the goals and 
ideals of Black Music Month and to honor the 
outstanding contributions that African Amer-
ican singers and musicians have made to the 
United States. 

Finally, I would have voted Yes on rollcall 
Vote No. 440, a motion by Mr. SARBANES of 
Maryland to suspend the rules and pass H. 
Res. 1051, a resolution congratulating James 
Madison University in Harrisonburg, Virginia, 
for 100 years of service and leadership to the 
United States. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2008 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, on the legis-
lative day of Monday, June 23, 2008, I was 
unavoidably detained and was unable to cast 
a vote on a number of rollcall votes. Had I 
been present, I would have voted: rollcall 
438—’’aye’’; rollcall 439—‘‘aye’’; and rollcall 
440—‘‘aye’’. 
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TRIBUTE TO SAINT GERARD 
PARISH 

HON. TIMOTHY WALBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2008 

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Saint Gerard Parish in Lan-
sing, Michigan on the celebration of its fiftieth 
anniversary. It is with great admiration and 
pride that I congratulate St. Gerard on behalf 
of all of those in south-central Michigan who 
have benefited from its steadfast commitment 
to faith, education, outreach and prayer. 

St. Gerard Parish, named after St. Gerard 
Majella, Patron of Mothers, was established in 
June of 1958. Lacking a permanent meeting 
place, its first Sunday services were held in 
the gymnasium of Bretton Woods School. 
Each parishioner was asked to give an hour’s 
salary a week to build a temporary church and 
less than a year later, in April of 1959, ground 
was broken. The first liturgy in the packed 
800-seat church occurred during Christmas 
Midnight Mass in 1959, and in the fall of 1960, 
Saint Gerard School opened its doors for its 
first class. 

In October of 1974, a fund drive was an-
nounced for a permanent church building. 
Within three short months, the $350,000 goal 
was surpassed by $180,000. Bishop James S. 
Sullivan dedicated the present church on June 
15, 1975. St. Gerard Parish continues to grow, 
requiring an expansion of its facilities begin-
ning in 2000. Mirroring the impressive growth- 
rate of the church, St. Gerard School is now 
filled to capacity with 350 students enrolled. 

St. Gerard Parish stands out for its deep in-
volvement in the Lansing community, and it 
constantly seeks out ways to serve those in 
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