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need. The church sponsors countless out-
reach programs, including Senior Citizen 
potlucks and Bingo nights, Couple to Couple 
League and the Lansing Regional Council of 
Catholic Women. St. Gerard has also been 
extremely instrumental in reaching out to the 
sick and homebound through its Befriender 
Ministry and Respite Care. It is impossible to 
measure the enormous impact these ministries 
have had on lives throughout Lansing. They 
merely reflect the loving hearts of the St. Ge-
rard community and testify to the unwavering 
faith that has flourished at St. Gerard for the 
past fifty years. 

Madam Speaker, today I ask my colleagues 
to join me in honoring Saint Gerard Parish on 
the celebration of its fiftieth anniversary since 
first coming together to follow the Lord Jesus. 
May others know of my high regard for the St. 
Gerard community’s inspiring faith and eager-
ness to serve, as well as my best wishes for 
Saint Gerard Parish in the future. 
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Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, the positive 
contributions of the immigrant labor force to 
our society are too often unnoticed. 

Hardworking families contribute daily and 
pay their share into the American system. 

Hardworking mothers sometimes work three 
jobs, give up weekends, and take overtime 
and night shifts to feed and clothe their chil-
dren. 

Hardworking fathers wake up at 4 a.m. to 
go to work, earn below minimum wages, and 
manage to provide for their families. 

Immigrants contribute in taxes from their 
paychecks, just like the next person. 

In fact, the IRS reported that between 
1996–2003, immigrants contributed $50 billion 
in Federal taxes. 

Social Security reported that ‘‘other than 
legal immigrants,’’ will contribute 15 percent of 
the system’s projected long term deficit. 

We cannot afford to ignore the figures and 
more importantly, we cannot afford to ignore 
the positive contributions of immigrants in 
America. 
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Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, unfortunately, I was unable 
to be present in the Capitol on Monday, June 
23, 2008, and was unable to cast votes on the 
House floor that evening. 

However, had I been present I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on H. Res. 1242, Honoring the 
life, musical accomplishments, and contribu-
tions of Louis Jordan on the 100th anniversary 
of his birth; ‘‘yea’’ on H. Con. Res. 372, Sup-

porting the goals and ideals of Black Music 
Month and to honor the outstanding contribu-
tions that African American singers and musi-
cians have made to the United States; and 
‘‘yea’’ on H. Res. 1051, Congratulating James 
Madison University in Harrisonburg, Virginia, 
for 100 years of service and leadership to the 
United States. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALBIO SIRES 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2008 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 
438 on H. Res. 1242; ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 439 on 
H. Con. Res. 372; and ‘‘yes’’ on rollcall 440 on 
H. Res. 1051. 
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Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the 44th anniversary of the 
tragic death of Mississippi civil rights activists: 
Andrew Goodman, James Chaney and Mi-
chael Schwerner. 

The murder of Goodman, Schwerner and 
Chaney occurred in Philadelphia, Mississippi, 
on June 21, 1964. These three young, coura-
geous and bright men came to Philadelphia to 
fight for freedom and justice, promote equality 
in voting and bring peace and a better life for 
all people of Neshoba County. The American 
Civil Rights Movement carried out the mission 
of ‘‘Freedom Summer’’ determined to encour-
age equal voter registration regardless of race. 
The ‘‘Freedom Summer’’ participants included 
many Jewish-American and African-Ameri-
cans, dedicated to such a noble cause. Unfor-
tunately, three of the best, idealistic, and 
brightest of the volunteers who responded to 
the call to come to Mississippi and work for 
justice, were cowardly kidnapped and brutally 
murdered by the coldblooded activists of the 
Ku Klux Klan. Public outrage and demands for 
justice led to the FBI’s thorough investigation 
of this shocking murder case. For several 
weeks the American people followed the un-
folding of this horrible event in the televised 
newscasts. The bodies of Goodman, Chaney 
and Schwerner were found 44 days later, bur-
ied in the dam with bullets in their hearts. 
Three years after the murders, FBI arrested 
21 active members of the Ku Klux Klan and 
indicted 19 of them. 

The realization of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 came 
in part as a result of public reaction to the bru-
tal murders of Goodman, Chaney and 
Schwerner as well as through demonstrations, 
marches and public demand for passing these 

critical laws. Andrew Goodman, James 
Chaney and Michael Schwerner were com-
mitted to fight for justice and democracy in 
their beloved country. They believed in con-
stitutional rights for all, regardless of race, 
gender or religion. Even today this struggle is 
not yet over. We should continue the noble 
fight for justice. 
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2008 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 
unfortunately last night, June 23, 2008, I was 
unable to cast my votes on H. Res. 1242, H. 
Con. Res. 372, and H. Res. 1051, and wish 
the record to reflect my intentions had I been 
able to vote. 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 438 on 
suspending the rules and passing H. Res. 
1242, Honoring the life, musical accomplish-
ments, and contributions of Louis Jordan on 
the 100th anniversary of his birth, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 439 on 
suspending the rules and passing H. Con. 
Res. 372, Supporting the goals and ideals of 
Black Music Month, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall No. 440 on 
suspending the rules and passing H. Res. 
1051, Congratulating James Madison Univer-
sity in Harrisonburg, Virginia, for 100 years of 
service and leadership to the United States, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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HONORING RONNIE HEEP 

HON. RON LEWIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 24, 2008 

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a remarkable cit-
izen from my congressional district. Ronnie 
Heep, Chief of the Owensboro Fire Depart-
ment, is retiring next month after 30 years of 
service. 

Chief Heep first joined the Owensboro Fire 
Department in 1978, following in the footsteps 
of his father, Stewart, who himself served for 
32 years. Ronnie steadily rose through the 
ranks, becoming a serious firefighter and pub-
lic servant, culminating with his appointment 
as Chief in 2004. 

As Chief, he has been responsible for train-
ing and managing a diverse crew of fire-
fighters, purchasing and maintaining fire appa-
ratus, and developing policies designed to 
help the department run as efficiently and 
safely as possible. He has been personally re-
sponsible for countless acts of heroism 
throughout his three decades as a firefighter 
and a medical first responder. His collective 
efforts have saved lives, protected property, 
and contributed to the overall safety and com-
fort enjoyed by those who live and work in 
Owensboro, KY. 

It is my great privilege to honor Ronnie 
Heep today before the entire United States 
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