
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 1013784 June 25, 2008 
hate freedom, hate our way of life but 
quickly run to American courts to seek 
redress against Americans. 

The five war power judges on the Su-
preme Court say these poor little mis-
fits should have access to American 
courts, even though it is the first time 
in history we have given constitutional 
rights to combatants against the 
United States. Even in the War be-
tween the States, captured Confederate 
soldiers who were actually born in the 
United States were not allowed access 
to U.S. courts. They were tried by mili-
tary tribunals. The same occurred in 
World War II when Nazis were tried by 
military tribunals. During the Revolu-
tionary War, British spy John Andre 
was caught on U.S. soil spying with 
traitor Benedict Arnold. Andre was 
hung by the Commander in Chief, 
George Washington, and a military 
court without any judicial interven-
tion. 

So what is next? Are we going to 
make our boys read terrorists their Mi-
randa rights in the battlefield before 
they capture them? Justice Scalia was 
right, Mr. Speaker. In his dissent he ar-
gued that this ruling will make the war 
on terror harder on us and will ‘‘almost 
certainly cause more Americans to be 
killed.’’ 

The Supreme Court is running rough-
shod over the Constitution of the 
United States and changing 200 years 
of judicial precedent. In fact, at the 
end of World War II, the Supreme 
Court explicitly determined in a series 
of cases that the writ of habeas cor-
pus—that’s an action that allows a per-
son to seek relief from detention—does 
not apply to foreign combatants held 
outside the United States. 

It gets down to this question, Mr. 
Speaker: Who should be running our 
wars? Should Congress and the execu-
tive branch be in charge of war, or 
should the Supreme Court, in all of its 
supreme knowledge, be running the 
war? 

Well, according to the war powers 
court, they are the commanders in 
chief of the war. Now what does the im-
perialist war court want us to do with 
captured terrorists? Not capture them 
at all, or let them go so they can kill 
again? 

While terrorists continue to use inno-
cent women and children as shields, 
continue to bomb our troops, shoot our 
sons and daughters in the battlefield 
and behead American civilians and our 
troops without granting them any 
rights, the Supreme Court tells us 
these terrorists ought to be treated 
like American citizens. The five impe-
rialist judges on the Supreme Court 
have asserted the power of the Con-
stitution that is reserved specifically 
to the executive branch and to the leg-
islative branch. 

Mr. Speaker, this ought not to be, 
but that’s just the way it is. 

CIGARETTE SMUGGLING BETWEEN 
STATES SHOULD BE A FELONY, 
NOT A MISDEMEANOR 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. WEINER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to bring to the attention of the 
House a problem that exists, frankly, 
in all 50 States and is having a dra-
matic impact not only on individual 
States but having an impact tragically 
on our national security—the problem 
that tobacco excise taxes, which are 
levied State by State, have had the un-
witting result of having a great incen-
tive for people to smuggle tobacco over 
State lines. This is happening because 
of a weakness in the Federal law that 
makes it a misdemeanor to do so. 

Let me explain to you exactly what 
happens. In a State like New York, for 
example, the New York State excise 
tax for each pack of cigarettes is $2.75. 
New York City adds another $1.50 to 
that tax. So the base tax on cigarettes 
in New York is the combination of $2.75 
in the State, $1.50 in the city. 

If you go to, say, North Carolina or 
another State that has a lower tax, 
there’s an enormous amount of incen-
tive for someone to buy the tobacco in 
a State like North Carolina, sell it in 
New York on the black market, or sell 
it on the Internet and wind up saving a 
great deal of money on that float be-
tween the two tax rates. 

Now this is illegal under the Jenkins 
Act. However, it’s hardly ever enforced, 
and when you ask folks at the ATF 
why it’s not enforced, they say quite 
simply, because the Jenkins Act is too 
weak. It only makes it a misdemeanor 
to do these things. 

What has become clear in recent 
months, though, and in recent years, 
according to the Government Account-
ability Office, according to the FBI, is 
that not only are people trying to 
make a couple of bucks doing this, but 
terrorist organizations have been fund-
ed. 

According to a GAO investigation, 
what has happened is that tobacco is 
being bought in North Carolina where 
the tax is only five cents a pack and 
being resold in Michigan where the tax 
is 75 cents a pack. They’re taking that 
extra 50 cents which, when you con-
sider cases and cases, truckloads and 
truckloads, and where do the profits 
go? $1.5 million was shipped overseas to 
Lebanon to fund Hezbollah. This is just 
one example. 

FBI Director Robert Mueller, when 
he testified about this problem before 
the Senate, said the following: 

‘‘Terrorists now increasingly have to 
rely on criminal organizations to trav-
el from country to country for false 
identifications, for smuggling, being 
smuggled in or out of a country. They 
have to rely on other criminal organi-
zations for money laundering. We have 

had a number of cases where Hezbollah, 
for instance, has utilized cigarette 
smuggling to generate revenues to sup-
port Hezbollah.’’ 

In this GAO report that revealed this 
information, both DOJ—Department of 
Justice—and ATF suggested that if 
violations of the Jenkins Act were felo-
nies instead of misdemeanors, U.S. At-
torneys’ Offices might be less reluctant 
to prosecute. 

Well, I’m standing here to rec-
ommend that we do just that. We in 
the Crime Subcommittee of the Judici-
ary Committee recently had a hearing 
on my legislation which would do just 
that. It would raise the stakes on the 
Jenkins Act, and it would do some-
thing else. It would say that no longer 
can you transfer tobacco through the 
mail. In order for this selling to be 
done in a truly efficient way, you don’t 
pack up a truck and drive it across 
lines; you get an Internet Web site and 
you offer to transport it over State 
lines using the mail service. 

Now you can’t use FedEx, you can’t 
use UPS, and you can’t use DHL. Why? 
Well, because they have all signed a 
compact, essentially a consent order 
saying they refuse to carry it. The only 
way to mail tobacco is through the 
United States Postal Service. So an ad-
ditional thing the legislation would do 
would make that illegal. 

This is a serious problem. As the tax 
goes up, as the difference between the 
State taxes goes up, it’s no longer 
nickels and dimes, it’s millions of dol-
lars, millions of dollars that’s going to 
black market tobacco that’s funding 
nefarious activities and funding ter-
rorism, and we should stop it. 

f 

IN DEFENSE OF LUNCHTIME 
PRAYER AT THE U.S. NAVAL 
ACADEMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, America was built on Judeo- 
Christian values. No one who knows 
the history of our nation can deny that 
freedom of religion played a critical 
part in its development. Yet there are 
those in our society who wish to 
threaten America’s long history of reli-
gious freedom by limiting public ex-
pressions of religion by people of faith. 

In 2001, the Virginia Chapter of the 
American Civil Liberties Union sued 
the Virginia Military Institute on be-
half of two former cadets who opposed 
the school’s nondenominational pre- 
supper prayer. In 2003, a three-judge 
panel of the Fourth Circuit Court of 
Appeals decided in favor of the ACLU 
and stripped VMI of its right to prayer, 
a tradition dating back to the school’s 
founding in 1839. After the ACLU elimi-
nated prayer at this State-supported 
school, the group expressed interest in 
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