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think he represented a forgotten seg-
ment of this great effort, this effort to 
bring the sunlight of freedom to Iraq. 

He represented those people that 
don’t wear the uniform in this oper-
ation but who wear contractor uni-
forms, who go out into very dangerous 
places in Iraq. And in this case, Steven 
Farley was with three colleagues, 
working the provincial reconstruction 
teams in Iraq. He was in Sadr City, 
that adjunct to Baghdad that has over 
1 million people in an area of great 
fighting and great turmoil and great 
danger. And yet when he came home to 
see his loved ones, he told them he 
knew that he was in danger. He knew 
that it might, at some point, cost him 
his life, but he told them that he 
thought the cause was a worthwhile 
cause. 

His service to America represented 
all those wonderful aspects of duty and 
honor and country and patriotism, 
even though he wasn’t wearing the uni-
form of the Army or the Marine Corps 
or the Air Force or the Navy, because 
he was serving that same goal, that 
same ideal, that same flag, and all of 
us. 

Mr. Speaker, he came home a few 
weeks before, bringing some of the 
members of the city council of Sadr 
City to the United States to let them 
see what freedom was like, what this 
great experiment in freedom called the 
United States of America was like, to 
inspire them, to give them a model 
they could go back and use in this 
fledgling representative government 
that is now taking place in Iraq. 

He wanted to show them the Amer-
ican example, and Mr. Speaker, his ex-
ample and the example of his family 
and the example of his great commu-
nity, a guy from Guthrie, Oklahoma, it 
was the finest example that anybody 
can watch if they indeed want to model 
their country, their community, their 
town after a winning democracy, the 
United States of America. 

So here was a gentleman who served 
in a very, very crucial area for the 
United States, and most of the work 
that we do here in the House of Rep-
resentatives, most of our work is air- 
conditioned. I’m so proud of the mem-
bers of the Armed Services Committee, 
most of whom have taken multiple 
trips to see the troops and the oper-
ations in Iraq and Afghanistan. And we 
now and again go out and put our boots 
on the ground in some tough places, 
but most of the time, we’re in Wash-
ington, D.C., or with our constituent 
cities and our wonderful communities. 
These Americans, Americans like Ste-
ven Farley, are out there for years on 
end in very difficult conditions, car-
rying the American flag. 

So, Mr. Speaker, a number of us on 
the Armed Services Committee are 
going to be visiting Iraq and Afghani-
stan in the coming months, especially 
the summer months, when we take the 

district work period break. I will tell 
you one thing I’m going to do. When I 
go to Baghdad this time, I’m going to 
spend more time with those contrac-
tors, people who haven’t necessarily 
been given all of the credit that they 
should be given by this body, by the 
House of Representatives. People talk 
about the contractors as if they were 
somehow mercenaries. 

Well, Steven Farley represented the 
very best of this very wonderful force 
of Americans who help to establish 
freedom around the world. May he rest 
in peace. God bless his family, and 
thank you, Steven Farley, for your 
service to the United States. 

f 

AMERICAN ENERGY SOLUTIONS 
FOR LOWER GAS PRICES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. WESTMORE-
LAND) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
it’s good to be here tonight, and I 
wanted to come and talk about some-
thing that’s concerning Americans all 
over this country, and that’s the price 
of gas and what we’re doing about it 
here in this body, this decisive body 
that’s supposed to be decisive, that 
takes action when we find our country 
in need. 

I wanted to talk a little bit about 
something that happened to me shortly 
a couple of weeks ago I guess, and I 
started having people, Mr. Speaker, e- 
mail me and ask me questions about 
signing different types of petitions on 
the Internet, drill here, drill now, 
lower prices, several other ones on the 
Internet, so Americans could let their 
Members of Congress, Mr. Speaker, 
know how they felt about these sky-
rocketing gas prices that they had been 
promised by the new majority that 
they would get control of. 

So I was in a service station down 
home, and there was another petition 
laying on the counter. I’m assuming 
that the proprietor of that service sta-
tion put that down to give people 
something to do rather than beat him 
over the head, but it was a petition: 
Please sign here if you want to see 
Congress lower gas prices. 

So I came up with an idea, Mr. 
Speaker. I said, you know, the Amer-
ican people are letting us know, as 
their representatives, how they feel. 
We need to let them know how we feel. 
And so I came up with this petition 
that’s pretty simple. What it says is: 
American energy solutions for lower 
gas prices; bring onshore oil on-line; 
bring deepwater oil on-line; and bring 
new refineries on-line. 

We have not produced in this coun-
try, Mr. Speaker, a refinery since the 
late 1970s. We now import about 7 bil-
lion gallons of gas a year. We also im-
port about the same amount of diesel. 
So we don’t even have the refining ca-
pacity to refine what we import. 

So I did this, and I made a little peti-
tion. You can see it over here. It’s got 
spots for 435 people plus the non-voting 
Delegates to sign. So far I’m pleased to 
say, Mr. Speaker, we’ve got 188 people 
who have signed this. We’ve got three 
Democrats, three brave Democrats 
that have signed it: NEIL ABERCROMBIE, 
PATRICK MURPHY, and Mr. Speaker, I 
believe HENRY CUELLAR was the last 
one from Texas. And so these are brave 
people that understand that we have 
got to do something. 

The majority says, well, it will be 10 
years before we ever get oil. We’ve got 
to start today. If President Clinton in 
1995 had not vetoed the drilling in 
ANWR, we would be producing 1 mil-
lion gallons of crude oil for this coun-
try every day. 

So, Mr. Speaker, what this is about— 
and by the way, this is very simple, be-
cause what it says is, I will vote to in-
crease U.S. oil production to lower the 
price of gas for Americans. And Mr. 
Speaker, if anybody wanted to know if 
their Member was on the petition, they 
could go to house.gov/westmoreland to 
see if their Member is on there. We’ve 
had two Members that did not sign 
originally, and Mr. Speaker, they were 
put on the would-not-sign list. They 
have heard from their constituents and 
have come back and are now signed 
onto the petition. 

So, Mr. Speaker, it is very important 
for people to understand where their 
Members of Congress are at on the en-
ergy issue. You’re going to hear all 
kinds of excuses. You’re going to hear 
all kinds of different regulations they 
want to put in place, all kinds of dif-
ferent taxes they want to put in place. 
This petition is too simple for most 
Members of this body to understand be-
cause it only says, I will vote to in-
crease oil production in the United 
States, our own natural resources, to 
lower gas prices for Americans. That’s 
all it says. 

And if somebody wanted to know, 
Mr. Speaker, they could go to 
house.gov/westmoreland, and see ex-
actly where their Member of Congress 
was at because, listen, Mr. Speaker, we 
hear about change from just about 
every candidate running, but we are 
going to have to be forced to change by 
our constituents. Because as you’ve 
seen since the new majority came in in 
January of 2007, there’s been nothing 
done. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I would ask the 
American people if I could to help us 
bring about change by notifying your 
Congressman and say get out of the 
fetal position and let’s be called to ac-
tion. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida (at the re-
quest of Mr. HOYER) for today. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 08:52 Feb 02, 2011 Jkt 069102 PO 00000 Frm 00079 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\H25JN8.002 H25JN8er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 10 13787 June 25, 2008 
Mr. PUTNAM (at the request of Mr. 

BOEHNER) for today on account of at-
tending a funeral. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. BOYD of Florida) to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material:) 

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SPRATT, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DONNELLY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. WEINER, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. PAYNE, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. JONES of North Carolina) 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
include extraneous material:) 

Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, June 26 and 
27. 

Mr. HUNTER, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. WESTMORELAND, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
f 

SENATE BILLS REFERRED 

Bills of the Senate of the following 
titles were taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 2403. An act to designate the new Fed-
eral Courthouse, located in the 700 block of 
East Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, as 
the ‘‘Spottswood W. Robinson III and Robert 
R. Merhige, Jr. Federal Courthouse’’; to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

S. 2837. An act to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 225 Cadman 
Plaza East, Brooklyn, New York, as the 
‘‘Theodore Roosevelt United States Court-
house’’; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

S. 3009. An act to designate the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation building under con-
struction in Omaha, Nebraska, as the ‘‘J. 
James Exon Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Building’’; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

S. 3145. An act to designate a portion of 
United States Route 20A, located in Orchard 
Park, New York, as the ‘‘Timothy J. Russert 
Highway’’; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
I move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 58 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Thursday, June 26, 2008, at 10 
a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

7314. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Changes in Flood Elevation Determinations 
— received June 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

7315. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Final Flood Elevation Determinations — re-
ceived June 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

7316. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Final Flood Elevation Determinations — re-
ceived June 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

7317. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Final Flood Elevation Determinations — re-
ceived June 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

7318. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Final Flood Elevation Determinations — re-
ceived June 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

7319. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Changes in Flood Elevation Determinations 
[Docket No. FEMA-B-7776] received June 18, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

7320. A letter from the Director, Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network, Department 
of the Treasury, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Financial Crimes En-
forcement Network; Amendment Regarding 
Financial Institutions Exempt from Estab-
lishing Anti-Money Laundering Programs 
(RIN: 1506-AA88) received June 18, 2008, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

7321. A letter from the Acting Fiscal As-
sistant Secretary, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting the Department’s notifica-
tion to Congress of any significant modifica-
tions to the auction process for issuing 
United States Treasury obligations, pursu-
ant to Public Law 103-202, section 203; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

7322. A letter from the Acting Fiscal As-
sistant Secretary, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting the Department’s report 
that no such exemptions to the prohibition 
against favored treatment of a government 
securities broker or dealer were granted dur-
ing the period January 1, 2007 through De-
cember 31, 2007, pursuant to Public Law 103- 
202, section 202; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services. 

7323. A letter from the Acting Fiscal As-
sistant Secretary, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting the Department’s annual 
report on material violations or suspected 
material violations of regulations relating to 
Treasury auctions and other Treasury secu-
rities offerings during the period Janaury 1, 
2007 through December 31, 2007, pursuant to 
Public Law 103-202, section 202; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

7324. A letter from the Executive Director, 
Philadelphia Housing Authority, transmit-
ting the Authority’s Annual Report for 2007 
entitled, ‘‘A Dynamic Decade’’; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

7325. A letter from the Secretary of the 
Commission, Federal Trade Commission, 
transmitting the Commission’s final rule — 
Definitions and Implementation Under the 
CAN-SPAM Act [Project No. R411008] (RIN: 
3084-AA96) received June 19, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

7326. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
Provisions; Fisheries of the Northeastern 
United States; Northeast Multispecies Fish-
ery; Allocation of Trips to Closed Area II 
Yellowtail Flounder Special Access Program 
[Docket No. 080428607-8689-02] (RIN: 0648- 
AW69) received June 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

7327. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of the Army for Civil Works, Department of 
Defense, transmitting the Department’s po-
sition on the budgeting of the Chicagoland 
Underflow Plan (CUP), Thornton Reservoir, 
Illinois; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

7328. A letter from the Director of Regula-
tions Management, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Prohibition of Interment or Memori-
alization in National Cemeteries and Certain 
State Cemeteries Due to Commission of Cap-
ital Crimes (RIN: 2900-AM86) received June 
19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

7329. A letter from the Chief, Border Secu-
rity Regulations Branch, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — TECHNICAL 
AMENDMENTS TO LIST OF USER FEE 
AIRPORTS: ADDITIONS OF CAPITAL CITY 
AIRPORT, LANSING, MICHIGAN AND 
KELLY FIELD ANNEX, SAN ANTONIO, 
TEXAS [CBP Dec. 08-23] received June 19, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

7330. A letter from the Chairman, Inter-
national Trade Commission, transmitting 
the Commission’s report entitled, ‘‘Textiles 
and Apparel: Effects of Special Rules for 
Haiti on Trade Markets and Industries,’’ pur-
suant to Public Law 109-432, section 5003; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

7331. A letter from the Commissioner, So-
cial Security Administration, transmitting 
the Administration’s report entitled, ‘‘Plan 
to Eliminate the Hearing Backlog and Pre-
vent Its Recurrence: Semiannual Report for 
Fiscal Year 2008’’; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Ms. CASTOR: Committee on Rules. House 
Resolution 1304. Resolution providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 6052) to pro-
mote increased public transportation use, to 
promote increased use of alternative fuels in 
providing public transportation, and for 
other purposes (Rept. 110–734). Referred to 
the House Calendar. 
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