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SENATE—Wednesday, June 25, 2008 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable BEN-
JAMIN L. CARDIN, a Senator from the 
State of Maryland. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
O Lord, who has been our dwelling 

place in all generations, keep us under 
the canopy of Your care. Guide our 
Senators by the power of Your wisdom 
and love. Lord, don’t separate them 
from life’s stresses and strains or keep 
them from problems and pain but sus-
tain them by Your grace as each of 
life’s seasons unfolds. Shelter them in 
their coming in and their going out, 
using them as Your instruments to ad-
vance Your kingdom. May all they say 
and do today be under Your control and 
for Your glory. As You have guided 
people in the past, so lead our law-
makers today. 

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, June 25, 2008. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, 
a Senator from the State of Maryland, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. CARDIN thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
the remarks of the two leaders, the 

Senate will resume consideration of 
the House message to accompany H.R. 
3221, which is the housing legislation. 
Yesterday, cloture was invoked on the 
motion to concur in the House amend-
ment with the Dodd-Shelby substitute. 
We hope to dispose of the remaining 
amendments to the bill at an early 
time so we can complete this legisla-
tion. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 3186 AND H.R. 6331 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is my un-
derstanding there are two bills now at 
the desk due for a second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bills by 
title for the second time. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3186) to provide funding for the 

Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram. 

A bill (H.R. 6331) to amend titles XVIII and 
XIX of the Social Security Act to extend ex-
piring provisions under the Medicare Pro-
gram, to improve beneficiary access to pre-
ventive and mental health services, to en-
hance low-income benefit programs, and to 
maintain access to care in rural areas, in-
cluding pharmacy access, and for other pur-
poses. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would ob-
ject to any further proceedings with re-
spect to these bills en bloc. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. The bills will 
be placed on the calendar. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

AMERICAN HOUSING RESCUE AND 
FORECLOSURE PREVENTION ACT 
OF 2008 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of 
the House message to accompany H.R. 
3221, which the clerk will report. 

The assistant clerk read as follows: 

A message from the House of Representa-
tives to accompany H.R. 3221, an act to pro-
vide needed housing reform and for other 
purposes. 

Pending: 
Reid (for Dodd/Shelby) amendment No. 

4983, of a perfecting nature. 
Bond amendment No. 4987 (to amendment 

No. 4983), to enhance mortgage loan disclo-
sure requirements with additional safeguards 
for adjustable rate mortgages with an initial 
fixed rate and loans that contain prepay-
ment penalty. 

Dole amendment No. 4984 (to amendment 
No. 4983), to improve the regulation of ap-
praisal standards. 

Sununu amendment No. 4999 (to amend-
ment No. 4983), to amend the United States 
Housing Act of 1937 to exempt qualified pub-
lic housing agencies from the requirement of 
preparing an annual public housing agency 
plan. 

Kohl amendment No. 4988 (to amendment 
No. 4983), to protect the property and secu-
rity of homeowners who are subject to fore-
closure proceedings. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. The Senator is recognized. 

OVERSIGHT 
Mr. GRASSLEY. I am here today to 

discuss a very serious matter that goes 
right to the heart of one of Congress’s 
most important responsibilities, the re-
sponsibility of constitutional oversight 
to see that the laws are faithfully exe-
cuted by the executive branch of Gov-
ernment. 

American taxpayers expect Congress 
to exercise oversight in order to ensure 
that their hard-earned dollars are not 
wasted. To conduct more effective 
oversight, Congress adopted the Inspec-
tor General Act in 1978, creating a sys-
tem of inspectors general. I will prob-
ably refer to them as everyone else 
does, as IGs. 

We did this throughout many depart-
ments of Government. The IGs are sup-
posed to be watchdogs or, as I like to 
say, a junkyard dog. They are our first 
line of defense against fraud, waste, 
and abuse. When it happens, the IGs 
are supposed to report it to the agency 
head and to Congress and to rec-
ommend appropriate corrective action. 

IGs are the top cops inside of each 
agency in the executive branch of Gov-
ernment. They police the Federal 
workforce. If rules are broken, then 
they have to investigate allegations of 
misconduct and refer their findings to 
proper authorities. 

To be credible, IGs must be beyond 
reproach. Above all, they must live by 
the rules they themselves enforce. 
They must set an example of excel-
lence in their personal conduct and 
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