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are on the road to recovery. With peo-
ple such as these, I have no doubt that 
facilities such as Mercy Medical Center 
will be fully operational in no time. 

As the floodwaters start to recede 
and Iowa moves toward rebuilding, the 
responsibility of public safety will still 
be on the shoulders of our first re-
sponders. These capable men and 
women who serve in law enforcement, 
fire departments, EMS, the National 
Guard, and in hospitals across the 
State need all the resources we can 
provide them in this time of need. We 
have a responsibility to make sure 
they are equipped for the job and any 
future natural disasters we have. 

That is why I led the Iowa congres-
sional delegation in writing to Federal 
agencies, such as the Department of 
Homeland Security and the Depart-
ment of Justice, asking that deadlines 
for law enforcement and first responder 
grant programs be extended for com-
munities impacted by the flooding. 

Communities in Iowa should not be 
penalized from receiving grants be-
cause they have not had the time to 
hurry up and beat a deadline that does 
not take into consideration such nat-
ural disasters. These communities 
should be given special consideration 
for applying for grant moneys because 
of the extensive damage. 

Programs such as the Assistance to 
Firefighters and the Staffing for Ade-
quate Fire and Emergency Response 
Firefighters can provide vital assist-
ance to fire departments that were im-
pacted by the flooding. These depart-
ments may need new equipment, ra-
dios, computers, and repairs to their 
fire stations. These grants can provide 
that assistance. 

Further, programs such as the Ed-
ward Byrne Memorial Justice Assist-
ance Program, called Byrne/JAG, as we 
all know it around here, and the Com-
munity Oriented Policing Services, and 
we refer to that as the COPS Program, 
can also provide these same types of re-
sources to police departments in need. 

Iowans will soon be facing a long 
process toward rebuilding. It will not 
be easy. However, I am proud to say 
that I know Iowans will be helping oth-
ers to rebuild in the Iowa spirit of hard 
work and generosity. We in Congress 
are doing all we can on our end to en-
sure that first responders in the field 
have the resources they need. 

So I applaud, maybe now a third or 
fourth time but you cannot do it too 
many times, these brave men and 
women who serve their communities 
and carry on the spirit of Iowa. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate proceed to a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes each, with the time counting 
postcloture. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF GLORIA HUGHES 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to recognize and honor Ms. Gloria 
Hughes for her committed service to 
Nevada. Ms. Hughes will be retiring on 
June 30, 2008, after over three decades 
of service in the Mineral County Asses-
sor’s office. 

Ms. Hughes began her service in 1973 
as a deputy clerk. She then served as 
deputy assessor, senior deputy asses-
sor, and chief deputy assessor. In 1994, 
she was elected to her first of four 
terms as assessor. 

As sssessor of Mineral County, Gloria 
has worked tirelessly to improve the 
quality and efficiency of her office, 
never losing heart when she encoun-
tered obstacles. For example, Gloria 
won a 12 year battle to obtain an office 
vehicle, which helps the staff fulfill 
their appraisal duties throughout rural 
Mineral County. Ms. Hughes’ realiza-
tion of this goal and others like it en-
sured that her office was consistently 
the best it could be. Indeed, the State 
department of taxation repeatedly 
gave the Mineral County Assessor’s of-
fice perfect marks in every category of 
methods and procedures of tax assess-
ment. 

True to her nature, Ms. Hughes ex-
presses regret that she will not be able 
to see all of her goals for Mineral Coun-
ty realized, but is optimistic that the 
dedicated employees she leaves behind 
will fulfill them when the time is right. 

Gloria will be missed by her employ-
ees—whose best interests she worked 
for ceaselessly—and the citizens of 
Mineral County who were the fortunate 
beneficiaries of her fervent commit-
ment to her job, her county, and her 
state. 

I am grateful to Ms. Hughes for her 
service and proud to honor her and her 
achievements. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF BOB STOLDAL 

Mr. REID. Mr President, I rise today 
to recognize Bob Stoldal, a legend in 
Nevada news and the Las Vegas com-
munity for more than 40 years. Mr. 
Stoldal’s first experience in a news of-
fice came in 1960, working for the Las 
Vegas Review Journal—first as a jan-

itor, then as a typesetter. In the next 
year he was hired by KLAS radio as a 
graveyard-shift radio disk jockey, 
where he was known to his listeners as 
Bob Free. 

Over the past five decades, Mr. 
Stoldal has worked as a reporter, an-
chor, news director, and vice president 
of news for KLAS. He was the first ever 
general manager of Las Vegas One and 
held that position for the past 10 years. 

Bob’s dedication to accuracy in 
media content and high ethical stand-
ards in broadcast journalism have de-
fined his career. He demands journal-
istic excellence and integrity from 
himself and those who work for him. 
Bob’s demand for excellence has earned 
KLAS countless national and regional 
awards and recognitions. 

Besides upping the ante for Nevada 
journalism, Bob Stoldal has impacted 
the field on a national level. Mr. 
Stoldal has been a staunch advocate 
for cameras in courtrooms and pio-
neered the charge to allow cameras in 
southern Nevada’s courtrooms, adding 
a degree of public scrutiny to our legal 
system. 

Mr. Stoldal’s dedication to Las Vegas 
and his community extends far beyond 
the realm of media. Bob Stoldal has do-
nated countless hours to the public 
good, working on State and local 
boards, commissions, and museums. He 
currently serves as chairman of the Ne-
vada State Museum and Historical So-
ciety and the Las Vegas Historic Pres-
ervation Commission. 

As a member of the Nevada Broad-
casting Hall of Fame and the longest 
serving employee of KLAS, Bob Stoldal 
is a legend in the field of journalism; 
his insight, dedication, and integrity 
will be missed by all. I wish him an en-
joyable retirement and all the best in 
his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
LANCE CORPORAL LAYTON BRADLY CRASS 

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise 
today with a heavy heart to honor the 
life of the brave lance corporal from 
Richmond, IN. Layton Crass, 22 years 
old, died on June 14, 2008, in Farah 
Province, Afghanistan, from injuries 
sustained while his unit was con-
ducting combat operations. He was a 
member of the U.S. Marine Corps, Golf 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines 
from Twentynine Palms, CA. 

Layton graduated from Richmond 
High School in 2005. Outgoing and ac-
tive in school, Layton also loved 
rollerblading, paintball, and com-
puters. Public service was a family tra-
dition for Layton; his father is a vet-
eran and his brother, Donald, serves in 
the U.S. Marines, as well. In high 
school, Layton was part of the Rich-
mond Police Youth Cadet Program 
and, according to his family, surprised 
no one when he enlisted in the Marines. 
It had been his ambition since he was 
16 years old. 
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Before his deployment in Afghani-

stan, Layton served an 8-month tour in 
Iraq. Layton never wavered in his com-
mitment to his country or to the 
Armed Services. His friend, Dustin 
Gibbs, told a local newspaper that he 
joined the Marines because of Layton’s 
inspiration. Gibbs had this to say of his 
comrade: ‘‘He was a true friend and an 
extremely brave man. He had a huge 
heart and made quite an impact on my 
life and my future to come.’’ These 
words illustrate the great influence 
Layton had on those lucky enough to 
know him. His memory will live on 
long past his years through the many 
lives he touched. 

Today, I join Layton’s family and 
friends in mourning his death. Layton 
will forever be remembered as a son, 
brother, and friend to many. He is sur-
vived by his parents Donald and Lynne 
Shingledecker Crass; his sister Dusty 
Nichole Throop and her husband Nich-
olas; his brother Devin James Crass 
and his wife Megan Elizabeth; his neph-
ew, Brenton Isaiah Throop; and his 
grandparents, Mary Ann and Bob 
Coons, Zeb and Darlene Crass and Vir-
ginia Shingledecker. 

While we struggle to bear our sorrow 
over this loss, we can also take pride in 
the example he set, bravely fighting to 
make the world a safer place. It is his 
courage and strength of character that 
people will remember when they think 
of Layton. Today and always, Layton 
will be remembered by family mem-
bers, friends and fellow Hoosiers as a 
true American hero, and we honor the 
sacrifice he made while dutifully serv-
ing his country. 

As I search for words to do justice in 
honoring Layton’s sacrifice, I am re-
minded of President Lincoln’s remarks 
as he addressed the families of the fall-
en soldiers in Gettysburg: ‘‘We cannot 
dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we 
cannot hallow this ground. The brave 
men, living and dead, who struggled 
here, have consecrated it, far above our 
poor power to add or detract. The 
world will little note nor long remem-
ber what we say here, but it can never 
forget what they did here.’’ This state-
ment is just as true today as it was 
nearly 150 years ago, as I am certain 
that the impact of Layton’s actions 
will live on far longer that any record 
of these words. 

It is my sad duty to enter the name 
of Layton Bradly Crass in the official 
record of the Senate for his service to 
this country and for his profound com-
mitment to freedom, democracy, and 
peace. When I think about this just 
cause in which we are engaged and the 
pain that comes with the loss of our 
heroes, I hope that Layton’s family can 
find comfort in the words of the proph-
et Isaiah, who said, ‘‘He will swallow 
up death in victory; and the Lord God 
will wipe away tears from off all 
faces.’’ 

May God grant strength and peace to 
those who mourn, and may God be with 
all of you, as I know He is with Layton. 

f 

SOMALIA 

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I 
rise in support of S. Res. 541, adopted 
on May 21, which is a resolution de-
signed to support humanitarian assist-
ance in Somalia. As you know, Somalia 
has seen one government after another 
fail to deliver for the Somali people for 
the better part of two decades. At the 
same time, the situation in Somalia 
and the broader Horn of Africa is of 
great strategic importance to the 
United States and of deep concern to 
me personally, having traveled to the 
region on several occasions. 

I do not think that we can overesti-
mate the scale of the humanitarian 
challenges facing Somalia. At least a 
million people were uprooted during 
fighting between the Transitional Fed-
eral Government and Islamic insur-
gents last year, and their plight has be-
come graver because of record food 
prices, drought, and hyperinflation. 
The 250,000 Somalis in a small corridor 
outside Mogadishu is now considered 
the largest camp of internally dis-
placed persons in the world. 

The goal of the international commu-
nity has been to support the formation 
of a viable government of national 
unity in Somalia to help stabilize the 
situation on the ground, and this reso-
lution is designed to support this goal. 
Nevertheless, we should recall that the 
country recently faced the terrible 
prospect of rule by Islamic extremists 
and that without Ethiopia’s interven-
tion, the TFG would not have had this 
opportunity to bring some measure of 
stability to the country. 

For its part, Ethiopia eliminated the 
threat of a Taliban-like state taking 
root on its eastern border and scored a 
major victory in the war on terrorism. 
And for our part, this accomplishment 
furthered U.S. interests by helping en-
sure that the Somali government did 
not threaten or seek to destabilize its 
neighbors or provide protection for ter-
rorists that threaten the United States 
and its allies. 

While I support the broad goal of sta-
bility for Somalia and a sustainable 
peace, let me be clear on an important 
point. No Somali government should 
include factions with ties to al-Qaida 
or al-Shabaab. 

Both groups seek to undermine the 
stability of the TFG, which is the 
internationally recognized government 
of Somalia, through violence and in-
timidation. While al-Qaida’s status and 
animosity towards the United States 
has been clear for a long time, we 
should also not underestimate the 
threat that al-Shabaab also poses to 
stability in Somalia and the entire re-
gion. Indeed, Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice designated the group 

as a foreign terrorist organization and 
as a specially designated global ter-
rorist on February 29. 

In its assessment of the group’s ac-
tivities, the State Department explains 
the organization scattered leaflets on 
the streets of Mogadishu warning par-
ticipants in last year’s reconciliation 
conference that they intended to bomb 
the conference venue. Al-Shabaab 
promised to shoot anyone planning to 
attend the conference and to blow up 
delegates’ cars and hotels. The group 
has claimed responsibility for shooting 
deputy district administrators, as well 
as several bombings and shootings in 
Mogadishu targeting Ethiopian troops 
and Somali government officials. In 
short, terrorist organizations such as 
al-Qaida and al-Shabaab seek to under-
mine the hard-fought and tenuous 
peace that has been achieved and their 
influence in Somalia must be curbed. 

In addition, while I support the reso-
lution’s call for Ethiopia to develop a 
timeline for the ‘‘responsible’’ with-
drawal of its troops from Somalia, it is 
important to emphasize that this reso-
lution does not call for either an imme-
diate withdrawal or a rigid timeline ir-
respective of the availability of re-
placement peacekeeping forces. Any 
such inflexible approach would be 
counterproductive, undermine the 
TFG, and threaten the important gains 
that have already been achieved. 

Just as the presence of Ethiopian 
troops in Somalia derives, in part, from 
the intra-party Somali conflict, their 
departure should not occur until Afri-
can Union or other international 
troops have arrived to keep the peace 
secure. To date, unfortunately, only 
2,500 of 8,000 pledged AU peacekeepers 
have arrived. While some have claimed 
the presence of Ethiopian troops itself 
is destabilizing, there is no doubt in 
my mind that the alternative would be 
far worse. 

Lastly, I would be remiss if I did not 
comment on the impact that Eritrea 
has had in terms of making the with-
drawal of Ethiopian troops more chal-
lenging. According to the United Na-
tions, Eritrea is supporting insurgent 
groups to undermine the TFG. Under 
these circumstances, not only would it 
leave a vacuum for the Ethiopian 
troops to be withdrawn early, but such 
a withdrawal would be seized upon by 
Eritrean-backed insurgents to desta-
bilize the situation in Somalia. This is 
why this resolution calls on Eritrea to 
play a productive—and not a destruc-
tive—role in Somalia. 

The United States has a deep and 
profound interest in securing the peace 
in Somalia and the broader Horn of Af-
rica. There is no doubt that serious 
challenges remain. Nevertheless, I look 
forward to our continuing to work with 
our friend and ally Ethiopia, as well as 
the African Union, United Nations, and 
other countries in the region to secure 
a brighter future for all those people in 
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