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brave soldiers, airmen, marines and guards-
men for their outstanding service to our coun-
try and, in particular, to recognize the impor-
tant role of David and Ruby Woolum in raising 
their children with a desire to serve our coun-
try and support one another in this noble en-
deavor. 

When David Woolum passed away in No-
vember 2002, he and Ruby had been married 
for 64 years. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating and honoring the patriotism of 
this couple, which should serve as an example 
to American families for centuries to come. 
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TRIBUTE TO NEW HAMPTON 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 25, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Trinity Lutheran Church of 
New Hampton, Iowa, on celebrating their 50th 
anniversary as a congregation. 

On July 31, 1958, the German parishioners 
of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church and the Nor-
wegian parishioners of St. Olaf’s Lutheran 
Church joined together as Trinity Lutheran 
Church. St. John Lutheran Church of Lawler, 
Iowa became the third church to join Trinity 
Lutheran in 1964. The St. John Lutheran 
Churches in Ionia and Boyd are also now a 
part of the Trinity family. 

The original St. Paul church cost $19,000 to 
build. While growing as a congregation, the 
Trinity family has also faced adversity in deal-
ing with damaging fires at the church in 1973 
and 2001. Both times the congregation came 
together and built their faith community even 
stronger. Through new contemporary services, 
Trinity’s methods of conducting their services 
have changed with society, but its message 
has remained steadfast. 

Trinity Lutheran Church of New Hampton is 
dedicated to benefiting the lives of those in 
New Hampton and the surrounding rural 
areas, and for this I offer Trinity my utmost 
congratulations and thanks on a prosperous 
history. It is an honor to represent all the pa-
rishioners of Trinity Lutheran and the current 
pastor Reverend Kevin Frey in the United 
States Congress, and I wish them continued 
success, grace, peace and celebration as a 
community. 
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TRIBUTE TO IOWA CENTRAL COM-
MUNITY COLLEGE TRITONS 
WRESTLING TEAM 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 25, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor a great achievement by the Iowa 
Central Community College Tritons wrestling 
team. This year Iowa Central won their third 
straight National Junior College Athletic Asso-
ciation, NJCAA, national championship. 

Iowa Central is only the third junior college 
to ever win three straight national titles. At 125 

pounds, Terrance Young earned an individual 
national title. David Greenwald and Brad 
Lower were runner-ups in their respective 
weight classes. Matt Burns, Joe Johnson, 
Carrington Banks and Kevin Kelly placed third, 
fourth, eighth and eighth in their respective 
weight classes. Carrington Banks, Brian 
Drake, David Greenwald, Kevin Kelly, Joe 
Johnson and Terrance Young were all named 
academic All-Americans as well. 

The example set by these young men and 
their coach, Luke Moffitt, demonstrates the re-
wards of hard work, dedication and determina-
tion. They scored victories on the mat as well 
as in the classroom. Their triumph in both are-
nas is an honor that we all can admire and be 
proud of. 

I am honored to represent Iowa Central 
Community College and their students, staff, 
faculty, wrestling team and their coaches in 
the United States Congress. I know that all of 
my colleagues join me in congratulating the 
Tritons on their third straight national cham-
pionship and wishing all the young men con-
tinued success in their future endeavors. 
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TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN LEE 
VANDEWATER 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 25, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize CPT Lee J. Vandewater of 
Winterset, Iowa who was honored by the Cen-
tral Iowa Chapter of the American Red Cross 
for his heroic efforts serving in the Iowa Na-
tional Guard overseas, earning him a Bronze 
Star. 

Captain Vandewater served as the 1st Pla-
toon Leader, Company B, 168th Infantry of the 
Iowa National Guard. While serving overseas, 
he commanded a nine-vehicle convoy carrying 
30 soldiers along the Afghanistan and Paki-
stan borders. Insurgents ambushed the bat-
talion and Captain Vandewater commanded 
his team to safety and returned with three 
other men to successfully rescue four strand-
ed soldiers. For his efforts, Captain 
Vandewater was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal with Valor and the Combat Infantry-
man’s Badge. The Bronze Star is the fourth 
highest award that the Department of Defense 
gives for bravery, heroism, and meritorious 
service. For his service he earned a promotion 
to Captain and was assigned as Commander, 
Company A 1st Battalion, 168th Infantry of the 
Iowa National Guard. 

The bravery and sacrifice displayed by Cap-
tain Vandewater goes above and beyond what 
we are asked of as citizens of this country. I 
commend CPT Lee J. Vandewater’s coura-
geousness and service to our great Nation. It 
is an honor to represent him in the United 
States Congress, and I know my colleagues 
join me in wishing Captain Vandewater safety 
and success in his future service. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PUGET 
SOUND RECOVERY ACT OF 2008 

HON. NORMAN D. DICKS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 25, 2008 

Mr. DICKS. Madam Speaker, today I am in-
troducing the Puget Sound Recovery Act of 
2008. 

With 2,500 miles of shoreline and 2,800 
square miles of inland marine waters, Puget 
Sound is the Nation’s second largest estuary. 
The Sound is a cornerstone of the Pacific 
Northwest’s identity and at the heart of the re-
gion’s prosperity, supporting a thriving marine 
and natural resource industry. And it is truly 
one of America’s most spectacular bodies of 
water, home to more than 200 species of fish, 
25 kinds of marine mammals, 100 species of 
sea birds as well as clams, oysters and 
shrimp. 

But beneath the water’s surface and despite 
its breathtaking natural beauty, Puget Sound 
is sick. Scientists have detected low levels of 
oxygen and increasing concentrations of toxic 
substances in aquatic animals that live in the 
Sound. Some of its most iconic resident spe-
cies—including salmon and orcas—are on the 
brink of extinction. Up to 70 percent of all its 
original estuaries and wetlands have dis-
appeared and about 8,700 acres at the bottom 
of the Sound are dangerously contaminated. 

The declining health of Puget Sound threat-
ens the economic and environmental vitality of 
the Pacific Northwest. Washington State’s 
Governor Chris Gregoire has taken steps at 
the State Government level to combat this de-
cline by setting up a Puget Sound Partnership. 
Now it is time for the U.S. Government to 
match these efforts, with the Environmental 
Protection Agency taking the lead to create, 
with the State of Washington, a comprehen-
sive recovery package for Puget Sound. 

Already, we have launched a cooperative 
effort involving all of the local government enti-
ties, as well as the State and Federal Govern-
ments, to curtail any harmful substances from 
being introduced into its waters, to change un-
wise industrial and agricultural practices and 
to continue our aggressive research into the 
causes of pollution in the Sound. The Fiscal 
Year 2008 Interior Appropriations bill included 
$20 million for the EPA geographic program to 
ramp up the Puget Sound work, and earlier 
this month the Interior Subcommittee which I 
chair passed a spending bill for fiscal year 
2009 that includes an additional $20 million to 
implement the program. 

The Puget Sound Recovery Act that I am 
joined by all of my colleagues from around the 
Puget Sound area in introducing today furthers 
these efforts by establishing an EPA Puget 
Sound Office in Washington State that will co-
ordinate action among the many Federal 
agencies involved in the cleanup, including the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, the Park Service, 
the Forest Service and the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service within the Department of 
Agriculture, the United States Geological Sur-
vey, the Army Corps of Engineers, and the 
Departments of Commerce, Defense, Home-
land Security and Transportation. In addition, 
this bill authorizes grants to study the causes 
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