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over 35 years of dedicated service to Fresno 
County. 

Agriculture continues to be California’s num-
ber one industry with Fresno County ranking 
as the number one agricultural producing 
county in California and the nation. The fertile 
soils of Fresno County support over 300 dif-
ferent crops, valued at near $5 billion annually 
to the economy of California. Many things con-
tribute to California’s bountiful crops, but one 
significant underlying factor in Fresno County’s 
agricultural success has been the presence of 
Jerry Prieto as its lead advocate. 

Jerry has never been a stranger to agri-
culture. The son of a migrant farm worker, 
Jerry was raised on a small family farm near 
Corcoran, California. Jerry attended California 
State University, Fresno, where he earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Plant Science. 
In 1974, Jerry began working for the Fresno 
County Department of Agriculture advancing 
to the position of Deputy Agricultural Commis-
sioner in 1980. In 1999, he was appointed to 
the position of Agricultural Commissioner/Seal-
er of Weights and Measures. In this position, 
Jerry has been responsible for promoting and 
regulating the Nation’s number one agricultural 
producing county, and protecting the county’s 
environment and the public’s health, safety, 
and welfare. 

Among Jerry’s varied accomplishments is 
serving on then Governor Davis’ State Com-
mittee on Terrorism. Jerry has also been ac-
tive on many boards and for 4 years served 
as chairman of the Fresno County Department 
Heads Council. Mr. Prieto is a member of the 
Fresno County Farm Bureau, the Fresno 
County Council of Governments Farmland 
Conservation Steering Committee, chairman of 
the Fresno County Council of Governments 
Farmland Preservation Advisory Committee, 
and the Fresno County Land Conservation 
Committee. He is the immediate president of 
the California Agricultural Commissioners and 
Sealers Association and was the first Agricul-
tural Commissioner to serve two terms as 
President. 

Jerry Prieto recently was quoted as saying, 
‘‘All I ever wanted to do was to be a farmer.’’ 
Part of what Jerry will now be able to focus on 
more is the acreage he owns. He plans to 
spend time with wife Cindy, his two children 
and two grandchildren. He also hopes to catch 
up on a little fishing. Though only days away 
from retirement, Jerry is still found diligently 
carrying out his responsibilities. His prompt 
and earnest action concerning the drought 
now facing California, mobilized Fresno Coun-
ty resources to quickly produce valuable data 
necessary for the Governor’s office to declare 
an official drought emergency. I know that 
Jerry will continue to energetically advocate 
for Fresno County’s Agriculture needs, not 
only up to, but well beyond his retirement 
date. It is only fitting that I recognize Jerry 
Prieto today before this Chamber and the 
country for unflinching service to his commu-
nity, State and Nation. 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF GRIFOLS USA TO LOS 
ANGELES AND THE UNITED 
STATES 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 25, 2008 

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the contributions of Grifols USA to 
my community and other communities across 
the country. 

This Friday will mark 5 years since Grifols 
USA began operating its facility in East Los 
Angeles. That is 5 years of over 600 jobs for 
residents of East Los Angeles and the sur-
rounding area. Furthermore, Grifols’ steady 
growth and expansion will continue to present 
additional opportunities to my constituents for 
years to come, and well into the future. 

Grifols’ prosperity has positively impacted 
many communities, not just my district. Cur-
rently, Grifols operates 78 plasma donor facili-
ties, in 27 States across the country, which 
provide skilled and entry-level employment op-
portunities to over 3,000 Americans. 

Perhaps more praiseworthy than Grifols’ 
economic contributions though, is the com-
pany’s mission. I would like to honor Grifols 
for its commitment to producing unique, life-
saving medicines to treat small, chronically ill 
patient populations. The company’s unwaver-
ing dedication to the development of safer, 
more effective plasma therapies, and pro-
gressing methods, has been a benefit to 
countless patients around the world who suffer 
from a number of disorders. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Grifols for the company’s 
positive presence in many of our Nation’s 
communities and tireless commitment to im-
prove the lives of patients with chronic ill-
nesses. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 25, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on June 
24, 2008, I was unavoidably detained and was 
not able to record my vote for rollcall No. 442. 
Had I been present I would have voted: rollcall 
No. 442—‘‘no’’—On Motion to Adjourn. 
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HONORING CONGRESSWOMAN 
MARY T. NORTON ON THE 70TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FAIR 
LABOR STANDARDS ACT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 25, 2008 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to honor Con-
gresswoman Mary T. Norton of New Jersey on 
the 70th anniversary of the Fair Labor Stand-

ards Act. Congresswoman Norton was instru-
mental in passing the Fair Labor Standards 
Act in 1938, legislation which has greatly im-
pacted our labor history and our history as a 
Nation. 

Growing up, I attended an all-girls Catholic 
school called Lauralton Hall in Connecticut. 
Last year, I spoke with Lauralton’s current 
president Barbara Griffin and discussed her 
research for a master’s dissertation she wrote 
25 years ago about Mary Norton—the first 
Democratic woman to serve in Congress and 
the first woman to chair a major committee in 
the House. A few weeks later, the dissertation 
showed up in my mailbox and I sat down with 
it over the holidays. After reading Barbara’s 
dissertation, I was thoroughly impressed by 
Mary Norton. Her work laid the foundation that 
we are building on here today. And she did it 
all with a skillful blend of strength and com-
passion. 

Mary T. Norton led an extraordinary life. 
She began her social activism in Jersey City 
and quickly became the first woman member 
of the New Jersey Democratic State Com-
mittee. She was elected to the House of Rep-
resentatives for the 12th Congressional District 
of New Jersey in 1924, where she was the 
only woman in the House at that time who 
was not filling her husband’s unexpired term 
and one of the first women to be elected to 
and serve in Congress. Norton served in the 
House until 1951, for a total of 13 terms. Dur-
ing her time in Congress, Norton became the 
first woman to chair a major committee. In 
fact, she was head of three committees during 
her time in the House: Veterans’ Affairs, Dis-
trict of Columbia, and Labor. 

One of the Congresswoman’s most accom-
plished moments came while she was chair of 
the Labor Committee in 1938 when the House 
passed the Fair Labor Standards Act. Despite 
much opposition to what was at the time a 
controversial bill and despite the first version 
of the legislation being rejected, the House 
passed the final version of the legislation by a 
vote of 314 to 97. The Fair Labor Standards 
Act was later signed into law by President 
Roosevelt on June 25, 1938. 

The Fair Labor Standards Act plays a sig-
nificant role in our labor history and our history 
as a Nation. It is the formative legislation for 
the labor rights that we today take for grant-
ed—minimum wage, overtime pay, and child 
labor laws—and greatly improved the quality 
of life for so many workers in our country. 
Congresswoman Norton was a champion for 
the American worker and played in integral 
role in passing this critical legislation that 
would shape our Nation for years to come. 

I urge my colleagues to stand with me to 
celebrate and honor the life and work of Con-
gresswoman Mary T. Norton on the 70th anni-
versary of the Fair Labor Standards Act. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIMOTHY J. WALZ 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, June 25, 2008 

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Madam Speaker, 
on rollcall No. 439, H. Con. Res. 372, Sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Black Music 
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