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TRIBUTE TO JUSTICE REVIUS 

ORTIQUE 
Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 

have come to the floor of the Senate 
tonight to pay tribute to a man who 
had a significant impact on the civil 
rights movement in my State and our 
Nation. Justice Revius O. Ortique, a 
native New Orleanian, passed away on 
Sunday, June 22, 2008. 

At the height of his long and distin-
guished career in 1992, he was the first 
African American elected to the Lou-
isiana Supreme Court. But the road 
was not easy nor was the path to suc-
cess clear. 

Justice Ortique served his country 
for 4 years as an Army officer in the 
Pacific theater during World War II. He 
returned home as part of a great gen-
eration his longtime friend Sybil 
Morial notes for its ‘‘desire to bring 
about change.’’ He attended college at 
Dillard University, earned a master’s 
degree in criminology from Indiana 
University, and then earned a law de-
gree from Southern University. 

It was a challenging time, to say the 
least, to be a young, African-American 
attorney in our South, but Revius 
Ortique rose to the challenge with de-
termination to change the landscape 
for African Americans in our city— 
helping to desegregate lunch counters 
and neighborhoods, city halls and cor-
porate boardrooms, throughout Lou-
isiana and the South. He served his 
community as the president of the 
Urban League of Greater New Orleans 
for five terms and was also president of 
the Community Relations Council, a 
group of local leaders focused on bridg-
ing the racial divide and making our 
city stronger. 

Justice Ortique’s efforts to heal the 
divisions of our community soon gar-
nered rightful national attention. He 
became president of the National Bar 
Association in 1959. From that post, he 
had President Johnson’s ear—a direct 
voice to power, speaking for millions of 
African-Americans. Moved in some 
measure by Ortique’s urging, President 
Johnson appointed Thurgood Marshall 
to be the first African-American U.S. 
Supreme Court Justice and appointed 
eight other distinguished African 
Americans to Federal judgeships. 

The first African American to be ap-
pointed to the Civil District Court 
bench in New Orleans, in 1978, Justice 
Ortique continued to be reelected and 
later served as chief judge. His friends 
and colleagues remember him as hold-
ing himself and his courtroom to the 
pinnacle of decorum. He was also an in-
spiring mentor to many young lawyers 
and judges. ‘‘He really taught you how 
to be a good lawyer,’’ said Judge Mi-
chael G. Bagneris, who serves on the 
Civil District Court in New Orleans. 
‘‘He always instilled in young lawyers 
that they had to show respect for the 
court.’’ It is a respect Justice Ortique 
earned through his demonstrated wis-

dom on the bench and the gentlemanly 
standards he held. 

Justice Ortique was elected to the 
Louisiana Supreme Court in 1992 but 
could only serve 2 years due to a State 
age restriction. He was not ready to re-
tire. He remained as hungry to serve as 
that young man who went off to defend 
our country a half century earlier. 
Mayor Marc Morial appointed him to 
the New Orleans Aviation Board where 
he quickly became its chairman, serv-
ing for 8 years. 

Over the course of his career, five 
U.S. Presidents learned of his stellar 
reputation as a jurist and as a leader, 
appointing him to various Commis-
sions, including the investigation into 
the killings at Kent State University. 

At the end of his life, Justice Ortique 
and his loving wife of 60 years, Miriam, 
were living in Baton Rouge. Their New 
Orleans house had been destroyed by 
Hurricane Katrina, and like so many 
Louisianians, they were working to 
soon return home. He is also survived 
by his daughter, Rhesa Marie McDon-
ald, and three grandchildren. From the 
struggles of the civil rights era, to the 
successes that come with hard work 
and resolve, Justice Ortique’s Amer-
ican story is one of great promise and 
determination. His legacy will live on 
through the generations he has in-
spired to bring about change of their 
own. 

Mr. President, I thank the Presiding 
Officer and suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
WEBB). The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HOUSING CRISIS 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I wish to 
review very briefly before we close out 
this evening and head back to our re-
spective States for the Independence 
Day recess sort of where we are on the 
housing issue which has dominated a 
good part of the debate over the last 
week or so in the Senate. 

I wish to begin by thanking the ma-
jority leader and the minority leader 
for the ability to raise a number of 
issues which have been debated and dis-
cussed over the last week or so regard-
ing the effort to get this housing crisis 
back on track. I have said this so often, 
for those who have had to listen to it, 
it would be redundant, but for those 
who are hearing it the first time: The 
heart of the economic crisis is the 
housing crisis, and for anyone who 
doubts it, the heart of the housing cri-
sis is the foreclosure crisis. We now 
have roughly 8,500 foreclosures a day 
occurring in the United States. 

This is no longer a question that has 
merely affected the subprime lending 
market. It has now spread to the prime 
market area as well. It is affecting stu-
dent loans, municipal finance, commer-
cial financing. It has had a tremendous 
impact on global markets as well. As 
we all today recognize, we live in a 
world where major economic condi-
tions affect not only those of us who 
live here but elsewhere as well. 

So when we return a week or so from 
tonight, we will be back on this hous-
ing bill along with other measures but 
certainly the housing bill. It is with a 
deep sense of regret that I speak this 
evening about the disappointment I 
feel over the inability to conclude this 
matter. It would not have taken this 
Chamber much more than 2 or 3 hours 
to consider all of the amendments that 
were being offered by Democrats and 
Republicans to this housing measure. 
But for the actions of one or two Mem-
bers who refused to allow us to go to 
the debate—not even considering 
amendments we would have disagreed 
with, it is very disappointing to me 
when you consider that we are now 
leaving for another 8 or 10 days. 

I will remind my colleagues and 
those who may be interested in this 
that every day we are not in session, 
and every day we fail to act on this 
measure, somewhere between 8,000 and 
9,000 homes, not to mention the indi-
viduals affected by it, will be filing for 
foreclosure. So as we leave tomorrow 
and head back to our respective States 
across the country, some 8,000 to 9,000 
people will be put at great jeopardy for 
their long-term economic security and 
potentially losing their homes. 

As we go off and spend our time next 
week, whether we are spending our 
time with our families or engaging in 
activities with our constituents, on 
every day we are not here, another 
8,000 to 9,000 people will find their long- 
term financial security at further risk 
because we could not convince a couple 
of Members to allow us to debate the 
issues of housing and what we might 
do. Let me also point out that it is 
only a handful of people. 

Two days ago when we considered the 
motion to proceed to this matter, the 
vote was 83 to 9. For every vote we 
have had on this housing measure over 
the last week, the lowest number of 
votes we have had in favor of our pro-
posals was 77. So it is disappointing 
with that kind of a majority, which 
rarely occurs on any issue let alone one 
as potentially controversial as the 
housing issue, because we have had 
overwhelming support to move for-
ward. Yet I find myself this evening as 
we conclude our debates on all of these 
matters unable to conclude this issue 
because of one or two Members who 
refuse to allow us to even get to this 
issue at all. 

Let me read, if I can, a headline from 
the business section of the Washington 
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