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UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon 
also strongly condemned the situation 
in Zimbabwe, saying that an election 
under current conditions ‘‘would lack 
all legitimacy.’’ 

And recently 14 former African presi-
dents, two former UN Secretaries-Gen-
eral and 24 other prominent African 
leaders signed a joint letter to Mugabe, 
calling for an end to the pre-election 
violence and for a free and fair elec-
tion. 

But where pressure has not been 
strong enough is from the democracies 
neighboring Zimbabwe. Recently Sen-
ators FEINGOLD, KERRY, and 
WHITEHOUSE joined me to meet with 
the ambassadors from the southern Af-
rican nations of Botswana, Zambia, 
and South Africa to discuss the need 
for greater attention to the crisis in 
Zimbabwe. 

While I am pleased that Botswanan 
and Zambian leaders have spoken more 
forcefully on Zimbabwe in recent days, 
these nations must do much more to 
help the people of Zimbabwe. Many Af-
rican leaders have argued over the 
years that they must take greater re-
sponsibility for political and human 
rights reform on their own continent. I 
suggest Zimbabwe is an urgent oppor-
tunity for just such action. 

South Africa in particular, a nation 
that the world stood behind to end the 
tragic injustice of apartheid, has been 
noticeably quiet in its responsibility to 
halt Mugabe’s rein of destruction. 
President Mbeki has tried quiet diplo-
macy, but it is clear that Mugabe does 
not respect these efforts. 

The South African ruling party said 
this week that ‘‘any attempts by out-
side players to impose regime change 
will merely deepen the crisis.’’ That ar-
gument misses the point. 

It is the people of Zimbabwe that are 
demanding change. 

The right to associate freely, to vote 
without intimidation or violence, to 
peacefully choose one’s leader—these 
are all basic democratic values shared 
around the world. They are the values 
that brought a peaceful end to apart-
heid. 

In fact, election protocols agreed to 
by the members of the Southern Afri-
can Development Community demand 
certain benchmarks for elections to be 
considered legitimate—benchmarks 
which are certainly not being met in 
Zimbabwe. 

South Africa, more than any other 
nation in Africa, has the ability and 
the moral responsibility to rein in 
Mugabe. The rest of the global commu-
nity stands ready to help South Africa 
with this urgent need. 

The world must step up against the 
injustices in Zimbabwe. The Mugabe 
regime must not conduct a runoff elec-
tion until conditions allow for a free 
and fair process, including an end to 
political violence and intimidation, the 
release of political detainees, free ac-

cess of election observers, the freedom 
to associate and hold political rallies, 
and a transparent and honest vote 
counting process. 

Without such minimal steps, the 
world must not recognize the results of 
a rigged process in which Mugabe will 
simply proclaim himself president for 
another term. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
LANCE CORPORAL ANDREW FRANCIS WHITACRE 
Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise 

today with a heavy heart to honor the 
life of the brave lance corporal from 
Bryant, Indiana. Andrew Whitacre, 21 
years old, died on June 19, 2008, in 
Farah Province, Afghanistan, from in-
juries sustained while his unit was con-
ducting combat operations. He was a 
member of the U.S. Marine Corps, G 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines, 
1st Marine Division from Twentynine 
Palms, CA. 

Andrew graduated from Jay County 
High School in 2005. Andrew loved 
sports and was an avid snowboarder. 
Those who knew him best recall a 
brave young man with an extraor-
dinary sense of generosity. He enlisted 
in the Marines at the age of 17, telling 
his family that if he served, another 
would be spared that decision. Anderw 
left for boot camp in July of 2005, 
shortly after graduating from high 
school. Proud of his service and patri-
otic in spirit, Andrew never wavered in 
his decision to enlist. His family said it 
was the surest decision he ever made. 

In March of this year, Andrew pro-
posed to his fiancée, Casey McGuire of 
Parker, AZ. He was due to return in 
November. Casey described Andrew as 
her ‘‘hero,’’ and said that he asked her 
to encourage everyone to send letters 
to American servicemembers abroad, 
thanking them for their service and 
showing their support. Andrew truly 
had the needs of others always at 
heart. 

Today, I join Andrew’s family and 
friends in mourning his death. Andrew 
will forever be remembered as a son, 
brother and friend to many. He is sur-
vived by his his father and stepmother, 
Ernie and Norma Whitacre; his mother 
and her fiancée, Susan Nunly and Mi-
chael Perry; his fiancée, Casey 
McGuire; his brothers, Ryan Murphy 
and Justin Miller; his sister, Ashley 
Williams; and his grandmothers, Mil-
dred Whitacre, Caroline Huffman, Beu-
lah Murphy, and Mary Scott. 

While we struggle to bear our sorrow 
over this loss, we can also take pride in 
the example he set, bravely fighting to 
make the world a safer place. It is his 
courage and strength of character that 
people will remember when they think 
of Andrew. Today and always, Andrew 
will be remembered by family mem-
bers, friends and fellow Hoosiers as a 
true American hero, and we honor the 
sacrifice he made while dutifully serv-
ing his country. 

As I search for words to do justice in 
honoring Andrew’s sacrifice, I am re-
minded of President Lincoln’s remarks 
as he addressed the families of the fall-
en soldiers in Gettysburg: ‘‘We cannot 
dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we 
cannot hallow this ground. The brave 
men, living and dead, who struggled 
here, have consecrated it, far above our 
poor power to add or detract. The 
world will little note nor long remem-
ber what we say here, but it can never 
forget what they did here.’’ This state-
ment is just as true today as it was 
nearly 150 years ago, as I am certain 
that the impact of Andrew’s actions 
will live on far longer that any record 
of these words. 

It is my sad duty to enter the name 
of Andrew Francis Whitacre in the 
RECORD of the U.S. Senate for his serv-
ice to this country and for his profound 
commitment to freedom, democracy 
and peace. When I think about this just 
cause in which we are engaged, and the 
pain that comes with the loss of our 
heroes, I hope that Layton’s family can 
find comfort in the words of the proph-
et Isaiah who said, ‘‘He will swallow up 
death in victory; and the Lord God will 
wipe away tears from off all faces.’’ 

May God grant strength and peace to 
those who mourn, and may God be with 
all of you, as I know He is with An-
drew. 

f 

SAVING THE AMERICAN DREAM 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, the 
effects of the housing crisis have rip-
pled through our economy, affecting 
every state in the country. There are 
currently 1 million homes in fore-
closure and in the next 2 to 3 years it 
is estimated that 2 million Americans 
may lose their homes to foreclosure. 
Few States have felt these effects more 
than in my State of Michigan. Michi-
gan has one of the highest foreclosure 
rates in the country at 3.6 percent with 
1 in every 353 households receiving a 
foreclosure filing during the month of 
May. The high levels of foreclosures, 
coupled with growing inventories of 
houses, significant declines in house 
prices, and a decline in building activ-
ity have made efforts for recovery even 
more difficult. Americans are being 
squeezed from the grocery store to the 
gas pump and they desperately need re-
lief. That is why I am pleased to sup-
port this bipartisan housing legisla-
tion. This bill is a significant step to 
provide relief to struggling home-
owners throughout the country and to 
stabilize our economy. 

It would strengthen the regulatory 
oversight of government sponsored en-
terprises, GSEs, and provide FHA mod-
ernization reforms to help stabilize the 
housing finance system and begin to 
restore confidence to the market. The 
bill also contains the HOPE for Home-
owners FHA refinancing program for 
at-risk homeowners. The Congressional 
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