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to the consideration of S. Res. 605, sub-
mitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 605) commemorating 

the 60th anniversary of the Berlin Airlift and 
honoring the veterans of Operation Vittles. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
and the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 605) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 605 

Whereas in spring of 1948 Berlin was iso-
lated within the Soviet occupation zone and 
had only 35 days’ worth of food and 45 days’ 
worth of coal remaining for the city; 

Whereas military planners in the United 
States and the United Kingdom determined 
that 1,534 tons of flour, wheat, fish, milk, and 
other food items would be required daily to 
feed the 2,000,000 residents of Berlin; 

Whereas military planners determined 
that 3,475 tons of coal and gasoline would be 
required daily to keep the city of Berlin 
heated and powered; 

Whereas, on June 1, 1948, the United States 
Air Force created the Military Air Transport 
Service, the predecessor to Air Mobility 
Command, to organize and conduct airlift 
missions; 

Whereas, on June 26, 1948, ‘‘Operation 
Vittles’’ began when 32 United States Air 
Force C-47 Dakotas departed West Germany 
for Berlin hauling 80 tons of cargo, and the 
first British aircraft launched on June 28, 
1948; 

Whereas Major General William H. Tunner, 
a veteran of the aerial supply line over the 
Himalayas in World War II, took command 
of ‘‘Operation Vittles’’ on July 28, 1948; 

Whereas Major General Tunner pioneered 
many new and innovative tactics and proce-
dures for the airlift, including the creation 
of air corridors for ingress and egress, stag-
gering altitudes of the aircraft, and imple-
menting instrument flight rules which al-
lowed aircraft to land as frequently as every 
3 minutes; 

Whereas one pilot, 1st Lieutenant Gail S. 
Halvorsen, who became known as the ‘‘Candy 
Bomber’’, initiated ‘‘Operation Little 
Vittles’’ to bring hope to the children of Ber-
lin, by dropping handkerchief parachutes 
containing chocolate and chewing gum as a 
symbol of American goodwill, ultimately re-
sulting in more than 3 tons of candy being 
dropped in more than 250,000 miniature para-
chutes; 

Whereas, on Easter Sunday, April 17, 1949, 
airlifters reached the pinnacle of ‘‘Operation 
Vittles’’ by delivering 13,000 tons of cargo, 
including the equivalent of 600 railroad cars 
full of coal, setting the single day record for 
the Berlin Airlift; 

Whereas 39 British and 31 American airmen 
made the ultimate sacrifice during the Ber-
lin Airlift, and 8 British and 17 American air-
craft were lost; 

Whereas airlifters delivered more than 
2,300,000 tons of food and supplies on 278,228 
total flights into Berlin; 

Whereas the Soviet Union was forced to 
lift the blockade in light of the success of 
the 15-month airlift operation; 

Whereas the Berlin Airlift marked the first 
use of airpower to provide hope and humani-
tarian assistance, and to win a strategic vic-
tory against enemy aggression and intimida-
tion; 

Whereas the enormous effort and coopera-
tion of the Berlin Airlift laid the foundation 
for a deep and lasting friendship between the 
people of the United States and the people of 
Germany; and 

Whereas, today, air mobility continues to 
play a vital role in United States foreign pol-
icy by helping to advance freedom and al-
leviate suffering around the world: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That Congress— 
(1) recognizes the 60th anniversary of the 

Berlin Airlift as the largest and longest run-
ning humanitarian airlift operation in his-
tory; 

(2) honors the service and sacrifice of the 
men and women who participated in and sup-
ported the Berlin Airlift; 

(3) commends the close friendship forged 
between the American, British, and German 
people through the Berlin Airlift; and 

(4) applauds the men and women of the 
United States Air Force’s Air Mobility Com-
mand, who, in the best traditions of the Ber-
lin Airlift, still work diligently to provide 
hope, save lives, and deliver freedom around 
the world in support of the United States’s 
foreign policy objectives. 

f 

CONDITIONAL ADJOURNMENT OR 
RECESS OF THE HOUSE AND 
SENATE 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of H. 
Con. Res. 379, which was received from 
the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 379) 

providing for a conditional adjournment of 
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the concurrent res-
olution be agreed to, the motion to re-
consider be laid upon the table, with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 379) was agreed to, as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 379 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on the legislative day of Thursday, 
June 26, 2008, or Friday, June 27, 2008, on a 
motion offered pursuant to this concurrent 
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand adjourned until 2 p.m. on 
Tuesday, July 8, 2008, or until the time of 
any reassembly pursuant to section 2 of this 
concurrent resolution, whichever occurs 

first; and that when the Senate recesses or 
adjourns on any day from Thursday, June 26, 
2008, through Friday, July 4, 2008, on a mo-
tion offered pursuant to this concurrent res-
olution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand recessed or adjourned until 
noon on Monday, July 7, 2008, or such other 
time on that day as may be specified in the 
motion to recess or adjourn, or until the 
time of any reassembly pursuant to section 2 
of this concurrent resolution, whichever oc-
curs first. 

SEC. 2. The Speaker of the House and the 
Majority Leader of the Senate, or their re-
spective designees, acting jointly after con-
sultation with the Minority Leader of the 
House and the Minority Leader of the Sen-
ate, shall notify the Members of the House 
and the Senate, respectively, to reassemble 
at such place and time as they may des-
ignate if, in their opinion, the public interest 
shall warrant it. 

f 

CRIMINAL HISTORY BACKGROUND 
CHECKS PILOT EXTENSION ACT 
OF 2008 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to the immediate consideration of S. 
3218, introduced earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 3218) to extend the pilot program 

for volunteer groups to obtain criminal his-
tory background checks. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read a 
third time and passed, the motion to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, with 
no intervening action or debate, and 
any statements relating to the bill be 
placed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 3218) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 3218 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Criminal 
History Background Checks Pilot Extension 
Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF PILOT PROGRAM. 

Section 108(a)(3)(A) of the PROTECT Act 
(42 U.S.C. 5119a note) is amended by striking 
‘‘a 60-month’’ and inserting ‘‘a 66-month’’. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 3202, S. 3213, AND H.R. 3195 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I under-
stand there are three bills at the desk, 
and I ask for their first reading en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bills by title en 
bloc. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 3202) to address record high gas 
prices at the pump, and for other purposes. 
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