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businessmen and farmers. A 1922 account re-
veals that the picnic drew a crowd of about 
1,500 and featured a baseball game between 
the farmers and the businessmen. Friendly 
games among locals is part of what made this 
picnic the highlight of the summer for over a 
quarter century. 

This year the community spirit that inspired 
the picnic will be rekindled. In honor of its one 
hundredth anniversary, families and friends 
will gather once again at Walker Tavern to cel-
ebrate the traditions of the past. Folks will 
enjoy free family fun by sharing a potluck 
lunch and engaging in old time games includ-
ing tug-of-war and a watermelon seed spitting 
contest. In addition, a vintage baseball game 
will be played according to Civil War era rules 
where the ball is only allowed to bounce once 
before it is counted as out and participants 
wear no mitts, just as those who participated 
before them did. 

Madam Speaker, today I honor the one hun-
dredth anniversary of Walker Tavern Farmer’s 
Picnic for its ability to draw this community to-
gether to celebrate a rich heritage all 
Michiganders can be proud of. May others 
know of my high regard for this celebrated 
event as well as my highest recognition for its 
storied past. 
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of the United States Congress, I rise 
today in honor of Richard Paul Ellis on his 
100th birthday. 

Mr. Ellis has watched his home town of Mil-
ton, Florida grow from a dirt-road countryside 
to a sizable city in the 100 years that he has 
lived there. He grew up on the east side of the 
area and attended the Greater Bethlehem Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church and Magnolia 
School. 

Over the years, his life took root and blos-
somed into varying forms. He married in 1930 
and proceeded to have eleven children. Mr. 
Ellis has been active in the Greater Bethlehem 
African Methodist Episcopal Church from early 
on. He strengthened his participation, serving 
as Class Leader, Stewart Board member, and 
Stewart Pro-Tem. Mr. Ellis also taught Sunday 
School and helped remodel the sanctuary. 

In 1951, Mr. Ellis joined the Shriner’s orga-
nization and began participating in the Pride of 
Milton Lodge #12 location. In 1965, he was 
elected Worshipful Master and served in the 
position for thirty-five years. Mr. Ellis was a 
charter member of the R.P. Ellis Royal Arch 
Masons and served as the High Priest for five 
years. After a fire badly damaged the Masonic 
Lodge, which was used as a school building at 
the time, he helped secure funds for the re-
construction of a new school. 

For a century Mr. Ellis has graced the resi-
dents of Milton with his charity and good 
deeds. The First District of Florida is greatly 
indebted to his service and is honored to have 
him as one of their own. Madam Speaker, on 

behalf of the United States Congress, I would 
like to wish Richard Paul Ellis a happy 100th 
birthday, and I wish him many more years of 
health and happiness. 
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Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commend and recognize the extraordinary 
contributions of emergency management, dis-
aster response, and recovery personnel as 
well as elected officials and community lead-
ers in my district which was devastated by the 
recent severe weather in Indiana. 

I wish particularly to honor the Board of 
Commissioners and County Council, as well 
as these outstanding individuals in Shelby 
County: 

Mike Schantz, Director, Emergency Man-
agement Agency 

Michael Bowlby, Sheriff 
Scott Furgeson, Mayor, City of Shelbyville 
Bill Elliott, Chief of Police, City of Shelbyville 
These areas suffered greatly from severe 

storms and weather, creating a catastrophe of 
nature that inflicted injuries, destroyed prop-
erty, and displaced many of our citizens. In re-
sponse, these officials went above and be-
yond the call of duty, showing great poise 
while saving many lives and serving the peo-
ple of their communities. 

Madam Speaker, I commend these fine men 
and women for their tremendous dedication to 
the Hoosier families, businesses, farmers and 
communities that they serve. As Hoosiers con-
tinue to recover from Mother Nature’s fury, I 
feel confident that the people of Shelby Coun-
ty will be well served by these officials. 
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Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, today I am 
introducing the Cruise Vessel Security and 
Safety Act. This bicameral, comprehensive 
cruise safety reform legislation has been in-
formed by 2 years of research and numerous 
Congressional hearings. 

Madam Speaker, over 12 million Americans 
will travel on cruise lines in 2008. Within 5 
years, that number is expected to reach 20 
million. Unfortunately, few of these passengers 
fully appreciate how vulnerable they are to 
crime while at sea. Cruise ships, which oper-
ate under foreign flags of convenience, are not 
required under U.S. law to report crimes that 
occur outside of U.S. territorial waters. Citi-
zens who are victimized often do not know 
their legal rights or who to contact for help in 
the immediate aftermath of the crime. 

In recent years, the media has reported on 
a number of high profile cases of passengers 
falling overboard, passengers gone missing 
and passengers being raped and sexually as-
saulted. Sadly, many of these cases remain 
unresolved. 

My involvement in this issue began after a 
young woman from my district, Laurie 
Dishman, came to me for assistance after she 
had been a victim of a violent crime on a 
cruise ship. Laurie shared her shocking story 
with me in a letter 2 years ago. At its heart, 
this bill addresses the concerns brought to my 
office 2 years ago by my constituent, Laurie 
Dishman. 

As a passenger on board a Royal Carib-
bean cruise ship, Laurie was raped by a crew 
member. One of the most disturbing aspects 
of Laurie’s case is that the cruise ship on 
which she was raped had inadequate security 
staff. As a result, the cruise line promoted 
someone with no training to perform security 
personnel duties. If a real security guard had 
been on duty that evening, Laurie may have 
been spared her awful ordeal. The tragedy 
that ensued is something that Laurie will never 
forget. 

Laurie was brave enough to report the inci-
dent to the crew authorities, even though they 
treated her poorly and with little sensitivity. 
She also reported the crime to the FBI. Unfor-
tunately, the U.S. Attorney’s office declined 
the case for prosecution just 4 days later. 

I have since learned that there have been 
no convictions for rape cases on cruise lines 
in four decades. This statistic takes on a new 
meaning through the lens of Laurie’s experi-
ence. 

Laurie told her story at a Transportation and 
Infrastructure, Coast Guard and Maritime 
Transportation Subcommittee hearing on 
crimes on cruise ships. At the hearing she 
spoke of her experience and also ways to im-
prove prevention methods, including: peep 
holes and security latches on stateroom doors; 
instituting sensitivity training for crew mem-
bers; and ensuring more CCTV cameras in 
hallways. 

After the hearing, I introduced the Protect 
Americans from Crimes on Cruise Ships Res-
olution on September 17, 2007, with Rep-
resentatives CHRISTOPHER SHAYS and CARO-
LYN MALONEY. The resolution has over 30 co-
sponsors. 

The Coast Guard and Maritime Transpor-
tation Subcommittee held a follow-up hearing 
on September 19, 2007. We heard from other 
victims, some who were raped or assaulted 
while on a cruise; others who lost family mem-
bers at sea. Unfortunately, we did not hear 
that the cruise lines had changed many of 
their standard operating procedures to reflect 
the previous hearing. In fact, just a few weeks 
before the hearing, a young woman had been 
raped on a cruise ship and was not given ac-
cess to proper care. 

These incidents beg the question: what is 
the process when a crime is committed on a 
cruise line and what recourse do victims 
have? The more Members of Congress have 
inquired, the more we have learned that there 
is no shortage of cases of rape, sexual as-
saults of minors, alcohol-related fighting and 
abuse, and persons overboard. 

Most recently, Senator KERRY and Senator 
LAUTENBERG held a hearing on cruise safety. 
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