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One of the goals of the program is to de-

velop curricular materials on the history and 
practice of the House for use in schools. Each 
Fellow will prepare his or her brief lesson plan 
on a Congressional topic of their choosing, 
and these plans will become part of a teaching 
resource database on the House. During the 
school year following their participation in the 
House Fellows Program, each Fellow will have 
the responsibility to present their experiences 
and lesson plans to at least one in-service in-
stitute for teachers of history and government. 

With plans to select a teacher from every 
congressional district over the next 4 years, 
the House Fellows Program will be able to im-
pact thousands of high school teachers and 
their students, providing an inside account of 
how the House of Representatives functions, 
energizing thousands of students to become 
informed and active citizens. 

I had the honor of meeting the Fellows this 
week and know that all Members will join me 
in congratulating the following teachers who 
have successfully completed the program: 

Ms. Gale Carter, East Chicago Central High 
School, East Chicago, Indiana (INOl, Vis-
closky); Ms. Jennifer Fine, New Canaan High 
School, New Canaan, Connecticut (CT04, 
Shays); Mr. Todd Hodkey, Wellington High 
School, Wellington, Ohio (OH09, Kaptur); Mrs. 
Amy Koelsch, Sterling Heights High School, 
Sterling Heights, Michigan (MIl2); Mrs. Gerry 
Kohler, Wood County Schools, Wood County, 
West Virginia (WVOl); Mr. Erik Korling, Wil-
lows High School, Willows, California (CA02); 
Mr. Steven Kwiatkowski, Clay High School, 
Oregon, Ohio (OH09); Ms. Evelyn Longino, 
Red River High School, Coushatta, Louisiana 
(LA04, McCrery); Mr. Jake Miller, Panther Val-
ley High School, Lansford, Pennsylvania (PAll, 
Kanjorski); Mr. Tony Storch, Caldwell Acad-
emy, Greensboro, North Carolina (NC06, 
Coble); Mr. Jonathan Waldron, Mattawan High 
School, Mattawan, Michigan (MI06, Upton). 

As many of my colleagues already know, 
the first bill I sponsored upon becoming a 
Member of Congress in 1999 was the History 
of the House Awareness and Preservation 
Act, which directed the Librarian of Congress 
to oversee the writing of a history of the 
House of Representatives. Once this bill was 
signed into law (P.L. 106–99), the Librarian of 
Congress very wisely chose the eminent histo-
rian and author, Dr. Robert V. Remini, to write 
the history, which was published in 2006 
under the title of The House. The project was 
so well received that the Speaker of the 
House reestablished the Office of the Historian 
in 2005 and appointed Dr. Remini as the 
House Historian. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to urge all of 
my colleagues to join me in thanking the Of-
fice of the Historian for sponsoring this pro-
gram. Under the leadership of Dr. Remini and 
Dr. Fred Beuttler, along with their staff; Mi-
chael Cronin, Anthony Wallis, Andrew Dodge, 
and Dr. Charles Flanagan; interns George 
Dise, Parker Williams, and Mike Ferrin; the Of-
fice of the Historian is dedicated to fulfilling the 
goals of the History of the House Awareness 
and Preservation Act by conserving and pre-
senting the history of the House of Represent-
atives, the ‘‘People’s House.’’ 

GRADUATE SPOTLIGHT, AT THE 
37TH COMMENCEMENT CERE-
MONY OF MEDGAR EVERS COL-
LEGE, CUNY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in recognition of Medgar Evers College of The 
City University of New York (CUNY) which re-
cently celebrated its thirty-seventh Com-
mencement Ceremony and to enter into the 
RECORD an article from the New York Carib 
News for the week ending June 24, 2008 titled 
‘‘Graduate Spotlight, At the 37th Commence-
ment Ceremony Of Medgar Evers College, 
CUNY.’’ 

Medgar Evers College was founded as a re-
sult of collaborative efforts by community lead-
ers, elected officials, the Chancellor, and the 
Board of Trustees of The City University of 
New York. The College, named for the late 
civil rights leader, Medgar Wiley Evers (1925– 
1963), was established in 1970 with a man-
date to meet the educational and social needs 
of the Central Brooklyn community. Medgar 
Evers College is committed to the fulfillment of 
this mandate. Consequently, the College’s 
mission is to develop and maintain high qual-
ity, professional, career-oriented under-
graduate degree programs in the context of 
liberal education. 

Medgar Evers College has a history of edu-
cational partnerships with Caribbean nations; 
articulation agreements exist with institutions 
such as the University of the West Indies, the 
University of Guyana and Dominica State Col-
lege. These arrangements have fostered stu-
dent and faculty exchanges as well as cur-
riculum development initiatives. The relation-
ship between the College and the Caribbean 
was recognized and reaffirmed last week dur-
ing the visit of the leaders of the CARICOM 
states with a new agreement to expand and 
strengthen cooperative relationships with edu-
cational institutions in the Caribbean. 

The future is bright for Medgar Evers Col-
lege; graduates received degrees in an excit-
ing array of disciplines and were awarded 
prestigious scholarships. 

It is my sincere hope that other Colleges 
and Universities around the world will join the 
Medgar Evers College in establishing success-
ful student and faculty exchange with other 
countries, while simultaneously allowing mi-
norities and people from lower income families 
to further their education. 

This Commencement ceremony offers us an 
occasion to thank the students and faculty of 
Medgar Evers College for their strength, their 
courage, and their invaluable contributions to 
U.S. and global communities. So, on this 37th 
Commencement ceremony, I proudly stand 
with Medgar Evers College to celebrate and 
appreciate the growth and change it continues 
to establish. 

[From the CUNY Newswire, June 12, 2008] 
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 37TH COMMENCEMENT 

CEREMONY OF MEDGAR EVERS COLLEGE; 
GOVERNOR PATERSON DELIVERS KEYNOTE 
Medgar Evers College of The City Univer-

sity of New York (CUNY) celebrated its thir-

ty-seventh Commencement ceremony in the 
College Amphitheater at 1650 Bedford Ave-
nue in Brooklyn on Saturday, June 7 at 10:00 
a.m. Themed It’s all about M.E.—Aspiration, 
Devotion, & Culmination, the exercises com-
memorated the culmination of years of aca-
demic dedication by the Class of 2008. 

Following the College’s Annual Alumni 
Breakfast and traditional Presidential Re-
ception for special invited guests, the occa-
sion opened with a grand procession com-
prised of New York State Governor David A. 
Paterson, City University of New York Chan-
cellor Matthew Goldstein, College President 
Edison O. Jackson, senior University and 
College officials, honor guards, flag bearers, 
faculty, and the 975 students of the grad-
uating body. 

Amongst those donning caps and gowns 
that day were notable graduates like busi-
ness major Alan Newton, a 46-year-old Bronx 
native who served 22 years in prison before 
DNA evidence secured his release. Newton 
plans on continuing his education in law 
school and later to work in a field that al-
lows him to give back. ‘‘I want to carry the 
torch of social justice. A lot of people are 
voiceless and even if they have the power 
they don’t know how to wield it,’’ he said. 

The graduates received words of congratu-
lations and encouragement from dignitaries 
like Brooklyn Borough President Marty 
Markowitz and Congresswoman Yvette D. 
Clarke. 

‘‘In life, as you know, you can either wait 
for things to happen or make things happen. 
As a Medgar Evers graduate, I know you’ve 
got the style, pizzazz, moxy, and chutzpah. I 
know that you’ll make things happen, said 
Markowitz. ‘‘You are the best of Brooklyn 
and the best of New York.’’ 

‘‘You [graduates] are the inspiration and 
motivation for the work that I do,’’ said 
Clarke. ‘‘You are part of a legacy of excel-
lence. A legacy that reigns supreme and as 
long as you remember that, as long as you 
are committed to that, our future is secure.’’ 

In his keynote address, New York State’s 
55th, and its first African American, gov-
ernor, David A. Paterson said, ‘‘To all of you 
graduates I wish for you all that you desire 
in your careers; but it is the responsibility of 
our government to make sure that you have 
equal opportunities.’’ He went on to discuss 
his plans to help ensure such opportunities 
through the issuance of an ‘‘executive order 
about the procurement of minority and 
women-owned businesses, right here in the 
State of New York, for contracts, for invest-
ment banking, for savings and bonds and in-
surance’’ this week. 

‘‘As you go forward in your lives, don’t for-
get where you came from,’’ Paterson contin-
ued. ‘‘Don’t forget Medgar Evers. Don’t for-
get the younger people who will be coming to 
this school. Contribute to the school. Come 
back.’’ 

The future is bright for Medgar Evers Col-
lege; graduates received associates and bac-
calaureate degrees in an exciting array of 
disciplines that day. Additionally, three 
scholarships, totaling twenty thousand dol-
lars, were awarded through the National 
Grid Charles Evans Inniss and Dr. Betty 
Shabazz Awards. 

The hopeful nature of the day was best ex-
pressed by College President Dr. Jackson, 
‘‘Yours is an extremely fortunate genera-
tion. One that stands in the sunlight of a 
new tomorrow.’’ 
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HONORING THE CITY OF LEON 

VALLEY’S ANNUAL FOURTH OF 
JULY CELEBRATION 

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and thank the city of Leon Val-
ley as they prepare to host their annual Fourth 
of July parade and celebration. This marks the 
14 consecutive year in which Leon Valley has 
celebrated our Nation’s independence. 

This historical significance of our independ-
ence is felt beyond our domestic borders as 
this holiday truly epitomizes the meaning of 
the word democracy. Centuries ago on this 
day, our Founding Fathers stood up for their 
cherished values and used them as a blue-
print for the basis of our country’s government. 
They believed in a citizen’s right to freedom 
and equality, and they abandoned tyranny and 
oppression along the way to forming a bold 
new government. 

What started as a courageous experiment in 
democracy developed into a flourishing gov-
ernment that to this day symbolizes liberty and 
justice. Without their vision, our democracy 
would not be what it now is over 200 years 
later. Along the way, our country has continu-
ously represented the principles on which it 
was founded to the rest of the world. It is a 
tremendous responsibility that we carry not 
only as a government but also as citizens, and 
it is one that we should all be honored to fulfill. 

It is with great privilege that I commend the 
city of Leon Valley for recognizing these im-
portant principles of our democracy with their 
annual Independence Day celebration. The 
Leon Valley community should be proud of 
their efforts, both in the past and in the future, 
to honor our Nation’s independence and the 
values this holiday represents. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE SEGAL 
AMERICORPS EDUCATION AWARD 
TAX RELIEF ACT OF 2008 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
today I am introducing legislation that will help 
people who have looked around their commu-
nity and seen a great need. They have an-
swered a call to national service. They are 
AmeriCorps volunteers. 

Segal AmeriCorps Education Awards are of-
fered to volunteers after they complete their 
service so they can pay for an education. The 
award is $4,725 for a year of full-time service. 
It is prorated for part-time. Unfortunately it is 
taxed as regular income. This legislation 
makes clear that the Segal AmeriCorps Edu-
cation Awards are not income and should not 
be subject to income taxes. The AmeriCorps 
Education Award should be a source of inspi-
ration to serve not a source of fear on tax day. 

People trying to pay for college cannot af-
ford to be hit by extra taxes on this education 

benefit, not while they are still in school, and 
not when they are struggling to make ends 
meet through working their first job. People 
cannot afford an unjust tax bill at the same 
time their student loans are coming due. Peo-
ple cannot afford to receive less financial aid 
because this award is counted as income and 
makes student loan applicants appear to have 
more ability to afford college than they actually 
do. 

Now is the time to believe in people again. 
Now is the time to believe in the power of 
change. We must find every way to reinforce 
just how important it is that the American peo-
ple engage in volunteer service to their coun-
try. We must make the future a better future. 
AmeriCorps volunteers are out there every 
day, leading the way, getting in the way and 
making good change. This bill invests in the 
power of change. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TOM COMFORT 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Mr. Tom Comfort, principal of Emerson 
Elementary School in Indianola, Iowa, on the 
occasion of his retirement. I also want to ex-
press my appreciation for Tom’s dedication 
and commitment to the youth of Iowa. 

For the past 35 years Mr. Comfort has con-
tributed his time and talents to improving lives 
through education and mentoring. Tom began 
as a student teacher in the school district in 
1972. He later taught second grade at Emer-
son for over 20 years and worked 5 years in 
administration before becoming principal. Mr. 
Comfort is well-known for his natural ability to 
connect with young students, parents, and fel-
low educators. His guidance, sense of humor, 
and many unique abilities including his story- 
telling, will certainly be missed by all at Emer-
son Elementary, as is evidenced by art 
projects organized by teachers and students 
at every grade level in his honor. 

Mr. Comfort has made a lasting impact on 
the many students and teachers he has 
worked with over his career. I consider it an 
honor to represent Tom in the United States 
Congress, and I know my colleagues join me 
in wishing him a long, happy and healthy re-
tirement. 

f 

ESTABLISHING A CONGRESS 2012 
COMMISSION 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce legislation which will 
continue my efforts of previous Congresses to 
work toward better representation for our con-
stituents. My legislation will form a commission 
to examine how we, the people, may be best 
served by our representational democracy. 
This commission would analyze the current 

size of the membership of the House of Rep-
resentatives and examine alternatives to the 
current method of electing Representatives. 

Madam Speaker, as Chairman of the Com-
mittee on Rules Legislative and Budget Sub-
committee, I find it absolutely necessary to 
continually update our mechanisms for rep-
resentation and governance to best serve 
those constituents who have trusted us with 
representing them. 

The legislation I offer today will counter the 
unfortunate truth that, ironically, our land of 
the free is one of the most under-representa-
tive democracies in the world. When consid-
ering elected federal representation per capita, 
many other countries throughout the world 
have parliaments which can more closely 
serve their constituents. Smaller ratios of 
elected officials to constituents allow for better 
engagement to more effectively address the 
needs of their districts. As a country that holds 
itself up as the standard bearer for the demo-
cratic process, we must be critical of our own 
standards to guarantee that we continue to 
give all citizens an equal and meaningful voice 
in our government. 

We have encountered an electoral crisis in 
recent years with low voter turnout and dimin-
ishing faith in the effectiveness of our electoral 
process. However, the energy of this current 
election cycle has exponentially increased 
voter registration. We owe it to our constitu-
ents to ensure that this increase in civic en-
gagement is met with the most effective mech-
anism of representation possible. The Com-
mission proposed in the legislation I introduce 
today will meet that need by determining the 
best way to ensure maximum participation in 
this great democracy by every American cit-
izen. 

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion and look forward to its expedient passage. 

f 

HONORING DERRICK GREGG 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor 15-year-old Derrick Gregg from High-
land, Illinois. For his Eagle Scout badge 
project, Derrick chose to raise funds for build-
ing a helipad in Highland. 

The $88,000 helipad that Derrick has raised 
the money to build is fully heated. Additionally, 
it also has radio controlled lighting. As the 
nearest trauma center to Highland is about 40 
miles away, this landing pad will be used 
when critical patients need to be transported 
by helicopter. 

I congratulate Derrick for his efforts which 
will serve his community well. I wish him the 
best as he finishes this project and completes 
his Eagle Scout requirements. 
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