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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADAM H. PUTNAM 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. PUTNAM. Madam Speaker, on 
Wednesday, June 25, 2008, I was not present 
for recorded votes due to a funeral in Florida 
that I attended. Had I been present, I would 
have voted the following way: rollcall No. 
449—‘‘no’’; rollcall No. 450—‘‘no’’; rollcall No. 
451—‘‘no’’; rollcall No. 452—‘‘no’’; rollcall No. 
453—‘‘no’’; rollcall No. 454—‘‘aye’’; rollcall No. 
455—‘‘no’’; rollcall No. 456—‘‘aye’’; rollcall No. 
457—‘‘no’’; rollcall No. 458—‘‘no’’; rollcall No. 
459—‘‘no’’; rollcall No. 460—‘‘aye’’; rollcall No. 
461—‘‘aye.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING EMERGENCY MAN-
AGEMENT, DISASTER RECOVERY 
AND RELIEF EFFORTS IN RAN-
DOLPH COUNTY 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
commend and recognize the extraordinary 
contributions of emergency management, dis-
aster response, and recovery personnel as 
well as elected officials and community lead-
ers in my district which was devastated by the 
recent severe weather in Indiana. 

I wish particularly to honor the Board of 
Commissioners and County Council, as well 
as these outstanding individuals in Randolph 
County: 

Rick Brown, Director, Emergency Manage-
ment Agency 

Jay Harris, Sheriff 

Steven Croyle, Mayor, City of Winchester 

Michael Burke, Chief of Police, City of Win-
chester 

These areas suffered greatly from severe 
storms and weather, creating a catastrophe of 
nature that inflicted injuries, destroyed prop-
erty, and displaced many of our citizens. In re-
sponse, these officials went above and be-
yond the call of duty, showing great poise 
while saving many lives and serving the peo-
ple of their communities. 

Madam Speaker, I commend these fine men 
and women for their tremendous dedication to 
the Hoosier families, businesses, farmers and 
communities that they serve. As Hoosiers con-
tinue to recover from Mother Nature’s fury, I 
feel confident that the people of Randolph 
County will be well served by these officials. 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
PREPAREDNESS, RESEARCH, 
AND EDUCATION PROGRAM ACT 
OF 2008, THE DHS PREP ACT OF 
2008 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
today, we live in a world where security 
threats have become more complex. For that 
reason, nurturing a field of educated and 
knowledgeable experts—trained and prepared 
to meet the security challenges before us— 
should be a priority of the United States Gov-
ernment. To accomplish this goal, opportuni-
ties within the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity (DHS) should be made available for stu-
dents to participate in programs that allow 
them to help develop the solutions to the se-
curity challenges that our Nation confronts. It 
is equally important that participating students 
come from diverse backgrounds and are truly 
representative of all the communities across 
our homeland. 

My legislation, the Department of Homeland 
Security Preparedness, Research, and Edu-
cation Program Act of 2008, or the DHS 
PREP Act of 2008, would direct the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to carry out a program 
for fellowships and research to enhance do-
mestic preparedness and the collective re-
sponse to acts of terrorism, natural disasters 
and other emergencies. 

When natural disasters such as Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita devastated the Gulf Coast re-
gion, infrastructure and the most basic serv-
ices too many take for granted were de-
stroyed. The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity is overseeing efforts to rebuild public infra-
structure in the Gulf Coast region that was 
devastated by natural disasters. That is why, 
during the first year of the fellowship, partici-
pants will undertake research specifically fo-
cused on rebuilding and recovery of the Gulf 
Coast. 

It is the aim of this legislation to allow stu-
dents receiving fellowships from this program 
to work closely with the National Center for 
Natural Disasters, Coastal Infrastructure, and 
Emergency Management to strengthen our 
Nation’s overall response to natural disasters. 
The research conducted by the fellowship par-
ticipants will also reinforce the efforts of the 
Office of the Federal Coordinator for Gulf 
Coast Rebuilding at DHS. Additionally, the re-
search conducted by the fellows will be shared 
with Congress. 

This important legislation will allow us to 
train experts and professionals to develop 
substantive policy solutions that will seek to 
solve the homeland security and disaster re-
sponse challenges that confront our Nation. I 
ask my colleagues to support the Department 
of Homeland Security Preparedness, Re-
search, and Education Program Act of 2008, 
or the DHS PREP Act of 2008. 

HONORING GOD AND COUNTRY 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, for over 225 years the 
United States has been a beacon of hope and 
freedom throughout the world. Millions of peo-
ple from every corner of the world have left 
their homelands to come to America and start 
a new life, one based on the rights and lib-
erties enshrined in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights. 

That freedom comes at a price, however. 
Whether it is the original fight for independ-
ence during the American Revolution, the 
drive to defeat communism during the cold 
war, or the current battle against global Is-
lamic extremists, soldiers throughout our his-
tory have fought and given their lives to keep 
us safe here at home. I salute their sacrifice 
and dedication to their fellow man, and thank 
those veterans here today for your great mili-
tary service. 

While our Nation has often had to defend 
itself from enemies, both foreign and domes-
tic, it has been our shared commitment to faith 
and belief in a higher power that has given us 
the strength to soldier on during tough and try-
ing times. America has seen both the good 
and the bad throughout our Nation’s history, 
but in the end I firmly believe that each of us 
will heed the call to the better angels of our 
nature when forced to make decisions that af-
fect our fellow man. 

Together we can continue the great success 
of the United States. Throughout our history, 
while our ancestors came from all over the 
globe, the great melting pot that is America 
meant that we have shared a common lan-
guage and a common faith. Our Nation is firm-
ly rooted in Christian principles that have 
made us strong and envied by the rest of the 
world. Whenever a crisis happens in a far-
away land across the seas, it is men and 
women like you who pull together in the spirit 
of Christian charity and a desire to help your 
fellow man. It is our military that brings relief 
supplies to nations like Burma or Indonesia 
after their floods, and the United States Armed 
Forces that meets the challenge of liberating 
Europe from the Axis superpowers. The can- 
do spirit of our Nation means we never back 
away from a challenge, and that by working 
together we can accomplish anything we set 
our minds to. 

America is the greatest nation in the world. 
We have a proud history of service, faith and 
community ties that bind us to the common 
belief in the goodness of mankind. By working 
together we can continue that history and en-
sure that future generations of Americans will 
share the ideals and values that brought us 
here today. Thank you and God bless the 
United States of America. 
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