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RECOGNIZING WORLD REFUGEE 

DAY 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
last Friday was World Refugee Day, a day to 
reflect and address the growing problem of 
refugee populations worldwide. 

According to the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR), there are 
more than 11 million refugees living outside 
their countries. Another 26 million are esti-
mated to be internally displaced due to conflict 
alone. I urge my colleagues to address this 
complex and tragic issue. 

Since the beginning of civilization, popu-
lations have fled to escape violence and per-
secution and have found sanctuary in foreign 
lands. In 1951, the United Nations Refugee 
Convention was created in order to address 
this issue on an international level. The Con-
vention is the key legal document defining 
who is a refugee, what their rights are, and 
the legal obligations of states to refugees. 

Since 1951, the issue of refugees has 
grown both in size and in complexity. While 
the Convention was designed to solve the 
problem of World War II refugees, it has 
broadly extended its scope as the number and 
nationality of refugees dramatically grew over 
time. For the first time in five years, the num-
ber of refugees has increased, primarily due to 
a large population exodus from Iraq into 
neighboring countries. Other significant popu-
lation outflows that have contributed to this in-
crease include: The Central African Republic, 
Chad, Sri Lanka, Sudan, and Somalia. 

As this issue grows, it becomes increasingly 
difficult to address it. Today, the reasons lead-
ing populations to flee are more diverse. While 
in 1951 the two main causes of departure 
were poverty and conflict, today the causes 
have expanded to bad governance, climate 
change, and competition for scarce resources. 
As barriers to human mobility have fallen in 
recent decades, protecting refugees has be-
come even more difficult. These new chal-
lenges make it even more crucial to find ade-
quate and efficient ways to address these 
issues. 

Moreover, with the increased number of ref-
ugees worldwide, many countries have started 
to reverse their policies on granting asylum 
and have begun closing their doors to vulner-
able populations. As a result, refugees are 
forced to return to the terrible situations which 
they were originally trying to escape. 

I believe that we can alleviate suffering and 
save lives if the problem is addressed globally, 
and in cooperation with foreign countries and 
international organizations, such as the United 
Nations. The protection of refugees is an inter-
national duty. It is the United States’ duty to 
lead these efforts. 

One of the most pressing examples of a 
burgeoning crisis is the Iraqi refugee crisis. 
Today, there are millions of displaced Iraqis 
both inside and outside of Iraq. Since the be-
ginning of the Iraq war, the United States has 
only welcomed in 8,000 Iraqi refugees while 
Sweden alone has taken in 40,000. The 

United States has a tremendous responsibility 
to aid these populations. Even more, we have 
a specific obligation to protect our allies in Iraq 
who risked their lives to help our government 
and our Armed Forces. 

As Chairman of the Helsinki Commission, I 
have been deeply concerned and involved in 
this issue. Most recently, Senator BENJAMIN L. 
CARDIN (D–MD), my Co-Chairman of the Hel-
sinki Commission, Congressman JOHN D. DIN-
GELL (D–MI), and I, along with 14 other Mem-
bers of the House and Senate, sent a letter to 
President Bush questioning the Administration 
over delays in processing threatened Iraqis 
who have worked for the United States gov-
ernment and American organizations in Iraq. 
In particular, the letter urges President Bush to 
allow the Department of Defense to airlift Spe-
cial Immigrant Visa (SIV) applicants for expe-
dited processing to a central processing center 
outside of Iraq. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me to assist not only Iraqi refugee popu-
lations but refugees across the globe. The 
United States, a beacon of freedom and de-
mocracy, has a longstanding tradition of pro-
viding aid and protection to refugee popu-
lations. I urge my colleagues to devote to this 
issue of growing refugee populations the at-
tention and resources it needs and deserves. 
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IN HONOR OF DEAN CARMEN 
TWILLIE AMBAR 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today in recognition 
of Dean Carmen Twillie Ambar. I join with 
President Richard L. McCormick and all of 
Rutgers University in honoring Dean Ambar 
for her outstanding tenure at Douglass and for 
her recent appointment as President of the 
Cedar Crest College. 

During her tenure as Dean of Douglass, 
Dean Ambar demonstrated her commitment to 
the educational advancement of women by 
leading the fight to save Douglass College. 
Dedicated to women’s success and leader-
ship, Douglass is a unique institution that has 
enabled countless young women to receive an 
excellent education and fulfill their potential as 
leaders in public service, academia, and busi-
ness. 

In addition, Dean Ambar’s exemplary serv-
ice and dedication to Douglass was evident in 
her pursuit of women’s global leadership. 
Dean Ambar spearheaded programs that 
showcased and promoted women’s leadership 
skills and encouraged young women to pursue 
careers in math, science, and technology. 

Madam Speaker, it is my sincere hope that 
my colleagues will join me in honoring and 
recognizing Dean Ambar for her invaluable 
contributions to Douglass and the greater Rut-
gers University community. 

ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SIGNING OF THE U.S.-KOREA 
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speaker, on 
Monday, June 30, we will mark the one-year 
anniversary since negotiators for the United 
States and the Republic of Korea signed the 
historic and landmark U.S.-Korea Free Trade 
Agreement, one of the most commercially sig-
nificant free trade agreements to be signed by 
the United States in over a decade. 

The Republic of Korea and the United 
States are already major trading partners. 
South Korea has the world’s 11th largest 
economy and stands as our 7th largest trading 
partner with more than $80 billion passing be-
tween our two nations each year. 

Today, Korea took a critical step toward im-
plementing the recent agreement between the 
United States and Korea that will allow exports 
of high-quality U.S. beef to resume, based on 
internationally recognized standards that affirm 
the safety of U.S. beef. 

Before the import ban, South Korea was the 
third largest sales market for U.S. beef, valued 
at over $800 million a year. As the nation’s 
fourth largest beef exporter, Texas would 
stand to benefit greatly from new opportunities 
in the Korean market. Under the FTA, Korea 
would remove tariffs of up to 40 percent levied 
on U.S. beef, giving U.S. ranchers an advan-
tage over other foreign competitors. 

By eliminating tariffs and other trade barriers 
and strengthening protections for U.S. compa-
nies, the U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement 
will expand trade and investment further. The 
U.S. International Trade Commission has fore-
cast that the elimination of tariffs on U.S. 
goods under the U.S.-Korea FTA would grow 
U.S. GDP by over $10 billion annually, upon 
full implementation. The agreement will also 
eliminate regulatory and other non-tariff bar-
riers that have historically restricted access by 
U.S. farmers, manufacturers and service pro-
viders to the South Korean market. 

Should the United States Congress sit idle 
and continue to ignore the economic potential 
this historic agreement offers, I assure you 
South Korea will not stop efforts to liberalize 
its trade relations with other countries—putting 
Americans at a disadvantage when competing 
abroad. We cannot afford a time-out on trade 
while the rest of the world marches on. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, this week, we 
took a moment of pause on June 25, 2008, to 
remember the 58th anniversary of the out-
break of the Korean War. As that conflict, out 
of which was born the U.S.-Korea alliance, 
has often been referred to as the ‘‘Forgotten 
War,’’ it is our duty to honor and remember 
the noble sacrifices of our Korean War vet-
erans. 
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