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RECOGNIZING WORLD REFUGEE 

DAY 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
last Friday was World Refugee Day, a day to 
reflect and address the growing problem of 
refugee populations worldwide. 

According to the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR), there are 
more than 11 million refugees living outside 
their countries. Another 26 million are esti-
mated to be internally displaced due to conflict 
alone. I urge my colleagues to address this 
complex and tragic issue. 

Since the beginning of civilization, popu-
lations have fled to escape violence and per-
secution and have found sanctuary in foreign 
lands. In 1951, the United Nations Refugee 
Convention was created in order to address 
this issue on an international level. The Con-
vention is the key legal document defining 
who is a refugee, what their rights are, and 
the legal obligations of states to refugees. 

Since 1951, the issue of refugees has 
grown both in size and in complexity. While 
the Convention was designed to solve the 
problem of World War II refugees, it has 
broadly extended its scope as the number and 
nationality of refugees dramatically grew over 
time. For the first time in five years, the num-
ber of refugees has increased, primarily due to 
a large population exodus from Iraq into 
neighboring countries. Other significant popu-
lation outflows that have contributed to this in-
crease include: The Central African Republic, 
Chad, Sri Lanka, Sudan, and Somalia. 

As this issue grows, it becomes increasingly 
difficult to address it. Today, the reasons lead-
ing populations to flee are more diverse. While 
in 1951 the two main causes of departure 
were poverty and conflict, today the causes 
have expanded to bad governance, climate 
change, and competition for scarce resources. 
As barriers to human mobility have fallen in 
recent decades, protecting refugees has be-
come even more difficult. These new chal-
lenges make it even more crucial to find ade-
quate and efficient ways to address these 
issues. 

Moreover, with the increased number of ref-
ugees worldwide, many countries have started 
to reverse their policies on granting asylum 
and have begun closing their doors to vulner-
able populations. As a result, refugees are 
forced to return to the terrible situations which 
they were originally trying to escape. 

I believe that we can alleviate suffering and 
save lives if the problem is addressed globally, 
and in cooperation with foreign countries and 
international organizations, such as the United 
Nations. The protection of refugees is an inter-
national duty. It is the United States’ duty to 
lead these efforts. 

One of the most pressing examples of a 
burgeoning crisis is the Iraqi refugee crisis. 
Today, there are millions of displaced Iraqis 
both inside and outside of Iraq. Since the be-
ginning of the Iraq war, the United States has 
only welcomed in 8,000 Iraqi refugees while 
Sweden alone has taken in 40,000. The 

United States has a tremendous responsibility 
to aid these populations. Even more, we have 
a specific obligation to protect our allies in Iraq 
who risked their lives to help our government 
and our Armed Forces. 

As Chairman of the Helsinki Commission, I 
have been deeply concerned and involved in 
this issue. Most recently, Senator BENJAMIN L. 
CARDIN (D–MD), my Co-Chairman of the Hel-
sinki Commission, Congressman JOHN D. DIN-
GELL (D–MI), and I, along with 14 other Mem-
bers of the House and Senate, sent a letter to 
President Bush questioning the Administration 
over delays in processing threatened Iraqis 
who have worked for the United States gov-
ernment and American organizations in Iraq. 
In particular, the letter urges President Bush to 
allow the Department of Defense to airlift Spe-
cial Immigrant Visa (SIV) applicants for expe-
dited processing to a central processing center 
outside of Iraq. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me to assist not only Iraqi refugee popu-
lations but refugees across the globe. The 
United States, a beacon of freedom and de-
mocracy, has a longstanding tradition of pro-
viding aid and protection to refugee popu-
lations. I urge my colleagues to devote to this 
issue of growing refugee populations the at-
tention and resources it needs and deserves. 
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IN HONOR OF DEAN CARMEN 
TWILLIE AMBAR 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today in recognition 
of Dean Carmen Twillie Ambar. I join with 
President Richard L. McCormick and all of 
Rutgers University in honoring Dean Ambar 
for her outstanding tenure at Douglass and for 
her recent appointment as President of the 
Cedar Crest College. 

During her tenure as Dean of Douglass, 
Dean Ambar demonstrated her commitment to 
the educational advancement of women by 
leading the fight to save Douglass College. 
Dedicated to women’s success and leader-
ship, Douglass is a unique institution that has 
enabled countless young women to receive an 
excellent education and fulfill their potential as 
leaders in public service, academia, and busi-
ness. 

In addition, Dean Ambar’s exemplary serv-
ice and dedication to Douglass was evident in 
her pursuit of women’s global leadership. 
Dean Ambar spearheaded programs that 
showcased and promoted women’s leadership 
skills and encouraged young women to pursue 
careers in math, science, and technology. 

Madam Speaker, it is my sincere hope that 
my colleagues will join me in honoring and 
recognizing Dean Ambar for her invaluable 
contributions to Douglass and the greater Rut-
gers University community. 

ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
SIGNING OF THE U.S.-KOREA 
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speaker, on 
Monday, June 30, we will mark the one-year 
anniversary since negotiators for the United 
States and the Republic of Korea signed the 
historic and landmark U.S.-Korea Free Trade 
Agreement, one of the most commercially sig-
nificant free trade agreements to be signed by 
the United States in over a decade. 

The Republic of Korea and the United 
States are already major trading partners. 
South Korea has the world’s 11th largest 
economy and stands as our 7th largest trading 
partner with more than $80 billion passing be-
tween our two nations each year. 

Today, Korea took a critical step toward im-
plementing the recent agreement between the 
United States and Korea that will allow exports 
of high-quality U.S. beef to resume, based on 
internationally recognized standards that affirm 
the safety of U.S. beef. 

Before the import ban, South Korea was the 
third largest sales market for U.S. beef, valued 
at over $800 million a year. As the nation’s 
fourth largest beef exporter, Texas would 
stand to benefit greatly from new opportunities 
in the Korean market. Under the FTA, Korea 
would remove tariffs of up to 40 percent levied 
on U.S. beef, giving U.S. ranchers an advan-
tage over other foreign competitors. 

By eliminating tariffs and other trade barriers 
and strengthening protections for U.S. compa-
nies, the U.S.-Korea Free Trade Agreement 
will expand trade and investment further. The 
U.S. International Trade Commission has fore-
cast that the elimination of tariffs on U.S. 
goods under the U.S.-Korea FTA would grow 
U.S. GDP by over $10 billion annually, upon 
full implementation. The agreement will also 
eliminate regulatory and other non-tariff bar-
riers that have historically restricted access by 
U.S. farmers, manufacturers and service pro-
viders to the South Korean market. 

Should the United States Congress sit idle 
and continue to ignore the economic potential 
this historic agreement offers, I assure you 
South Korea will not stop efforts to liberalize 
its trade relations with other countries—putting 
Americans at a disadvantage when competing 
abroad. We cannot afford a time-out on trade 
while the rest of the world marches on. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, this week, we 
took a moment of pause on June 25, 2008, to 
remember the 58th anniversary of the out-
break of the Korean War. As that conflict, out 
of which was born the U.S.-Korea alliance, 
has often been referred to as the ‘‘Forgotten 
War,’’ it is our duty to honor and remember 
the noble sacrifices of our Korean War vet-
erans. 
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SUNSET MEMORIAL 

HON. TRENT FRANKS 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, I 
stand once again before this House with yet 
another Sunset Memorial. It is June 26, 2008, 
in the land of the free and the home of the 
brave, and before the sun set today in Amer-
ica, almost 4,000 more defenseless unborn 
children were killed by abortion on demand. 
That’s just today, Mr. Speaker. That’s more 
than the number of innocent lives lost on Sep-
tember 11 in this country, only it happens 
every day. 

It has now been exactly 12,938 days since 
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first 
handed down. Since then, the very foundation 
of this Nation has been stained by the blood 
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some 
of them, Mr. Speaker, cried and screamed as 
they died, but because it was amniotic fluid 
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, we 
couldn’t hear them. 

All of them had at least four things in com-
mon. First, they were each just little babies 
who had done nothing wrong to anyone, and 
each one of them died a nameless and lonely 
death. And each one of their mothers, whether 
she realizes it or not, will never be quite the 
same. And all the gifts that these children 
might have brought to humanity are now lost 
forever. Yet even in the glare of such tragedy, 
this generation still clings to a blind, invincible 
ignorance while history repeats itself and our 
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the 
most helpless of all victims, those yet unborn. 

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s time for those 
of us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of 
why we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson 
said, ‘‘The care of human life and its happi-
ness and not its destruction is the chief and 
only object of good government.’’ The phrase 
in the 14th Amendment capsulizes our entire 
Constitution. It says, ‘‘No State shall deprive 
any person of life, liberty or property without 
due process of law.’’ Mr. Speaker, protecting 
the lives of our innocent citizens and their con-
stitutional rights is why we are all here. 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth 
that all human beings are created equal and 
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has 
ever faced can be traced to our commitment 
to this core, self-evident truth. 

It has made us the beacon of hope for the 
entire world. Mr. Speaker, it is who we are. 

And yet today another day has passed, and 
we in this body have failed again to honor that 
foundational commitment. We have failed our 
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility 
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno-
cent American babies who died today without 
the protection we should have given them. 
And it seems so sad to me, Madam Speaker, 
that this Sunset Memorial may be the only ac-
knowledgement or remembrance these chil-
dren who died today will ever have in this 
Chamber. 

So as a small gesture, I would ask those in 
the Chamber who are inclined to join me for 

a moment of silent memorial to these lost little 
Americans. 

So Madam Speaker, let me conclude this 
Sunset Memorial in the hope that perhaps 
someone new who heard it tonight will finally 
embrace the truth that abortion really does kill 
little babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that 
we can never express; and that 12,938 days 
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children 
in America is enough; and that it is time that 
we stood up together again, and remembered 
that we are the same America that rejected 
human slavery and marched into Europe to ar-
rest the Nazi Holocaust; and we are still cou-
rageous and compassionate enough to find a 
better way for mothers and their unborn ba-
bies than abortion on demand. 

Madam Speaker, as we consider the plight 
of unborn America tonight, may we each re-
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun-
shine of life are also numbered and that all too 
soon each one of us will walk from these 
Chambers for the very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress is al-
lowed to convene on yet another day to come, 
may that be the day when we finally hear the 
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be 
the day when we find the humanity, the cour-
age, and the will to embrace together our 
human and our constitutional duty to protect 
these, the least of our tiny, little American 
brothers and sisters from this murderous 
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on 
demand. 

It is June 26, 2008, 12,938 days since Roe 
versus Wade first stained the foundation of 
this Nation with the blood of its own children; 
this in the land of the free and the home of the 
brave. 

f 

HONORING MONSIGNOR RICHARD 
O’KEEFFE 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to submit the following statement for the 
RECORD. The presentation was given by Colo-
nel John Bullington, Commander with U.S. 
Army Yuma Proving Ground, in recognition of 
Monsignor Richard O’Keeffe’s work in the 
community. 

PRESENTATION TO MSGR. O’KEEFFE ON JUNE 
13, 2008 

(By Col. John Bullington, Commander, U.S. 
Army Yuma Proving Ground) 

I’d like to take a few moments to extend a 
very sincere tribute to a man who is a true 
treasure to those of us at YPG—Monsignor 
Richard O’Keeffe. 

Since June 1978, thirty years ago this 
month, the Monsignor, a man of great integ-
rity, energy and sincerity, has faithfully 
served YPG as Catholic chaplain. He drove 
from town most Sundays to celebrate mass 
at the post chapel and is here at least one 
weekday each week to make visits, perform 
counseling, conduct baptisms, and perform 
other duties carried out by a chaplain. He 
was instrumental in expanding our religious 
education program and has been an inspira-
tion to all with whom he’s come in contact. 

I might also mention that Monsignor 
O’Keeffe is one of the most influential cheer-

leaders for YPG in the community. He main-
tains a network of contacts from both polit-
ical parties, and his advice is always right on 
the mark. I personally value his input and 
welcome what he has to say. He represents a 
rare combination of judgment, fidelity to 
truth, intellectual force, and clarity of inter-
pretation. 

For thirty years, Monsignor O’Keeffe has 
been there without fail for the people of 
YPG—of any faith. We could have asked for 
no better friend, for no better man. Ireland’s 
loss was definitely our gain. 

f 

HONORING THE UNIVERSITY OF 
MICHIGAN HOSPITAL AND 
HEALTH CENTER 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the University of Michigan Hospital 
and Health Center, UMHHC, Security and En-
trance Services for receiving the 2008 
Lindberg Bell Award. Bestowed annually by 
the International Association for Healthcare 
Security and Safety, IAHSS, the Lindberg Bell 
Award is given to the hospital with the best 
healthcare security program in the country. 
The IAHSS has over 1,600 members and is 
the only healthcare security organization in the 
U.S. They provide valuable services to those 
in the field, including education and training 
programs. The award recognizes organiza-
tions that have vastly improved their services 
over the last year, and the UMHHC Security 
and Entrance Services should be commended 
for meeting this high standard. 

The UMHHC Security and Entrance Serv-
ices is charged with protecting hospital per-
sonnel and property, in addition to providing 
excellent customer service. This is no small 
feat, considering that there are over 10,000 
people in the hospital at any given time. Their 
leadership skills and innovative spirit have 
been demonstrated though the development of 
a badge system for the Mott Children’s Hos-
pital. Under this program, all visitors to the 
hospital must check in at a station to receive 
a badge to wear during their stay at the hos-
pital. This system resulted in an increase in 
security and has spread to other sections of 
the hospital. I am confident the UMHHC will 
continue to provide a high level of security for 
patients. 

As a Lindberg Bell Awardee, it is my hope 
that the UMHHC Security and Entrance Serv-
ices will continue to serve as an example to 
the community and its peers that the security 
of our patients should not be overlooked. Our 
hospitals open their doors each day to diag-
nose and care to the citizens of our commu-
nity. It is imperative that while serving this mis-
sion our doctors and nurses are not distracted 
by outside issues. By going the extra mile, 
UMHHC is ensuring that every person who 
walks through their doors will know that both 
high quality care and safety comes first. 
Again, I commend UMHHC for their effort and 
tireless dedication to its patients. To the doc-
tors, nurses and support staff, I congratulate 
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