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each one of you for being part of a health sys-
tem who takes the mission of caring for pa-
tients to the next level. Congratulations 
UMHHC on winning the Lindberg Bell Award. 
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HONORING GEORGETTE BROWN 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to share with you and my col-
leagues my pride in Georgette Brown. Geor-
gette is a dedicated public servant, a good 
friend, and a stalwart guardian of the Amer-
ican election process. 

Georgette is retiring after 25 years of elect-
ed service as County Clerk in Josephine 
County, Oregon. As all of you know, to be 
elected to a position repeatedly for over two 
and a half decades, a person must be ex-
tremely well liked, dedicated, competent, and 
a proven leader. Those attributes truly per-
sonify Georgette Brown. 

In her career, Georgette has brought inno-
vation and modernization to the Office of Jo-
sephine County Clerk since assuming office in 
1983. She oversaw significant transitions that 
took the county from hand-counted paper bal-
lots to punch cards to optical scan ballots, 
which are now in their third generation. She 
flawlessly facilitated the change from voting at 
polling places to a 100 percent vote-by-mail 
system today. Georgette has been a true pro-
fessional as County Clerk, and I have relied 
on her many times to understand how pro-
posed legislation might affect the local elec-
tions process. 

Georgette has continually modernized the 
recordkeeping and reporting functions of the 
County Clerk’s office, now utilizing the Internet 
extensively. She has created a user friendly 
office where you can easily obtain passports 
and other public documents. As County Clerk, 
Georgette also performs marriages. 

To accomplish what Georgette has as 
County Clerk would be considered remarkable 
in and of itself, but Georgette also excelled at 
being a loving wife, mother, and now a grand-
mother. Her public service and leadership has 
gone beyond her elected position to include 
her long service in Rotary and Zonta. Geor-
gette has served as president of both of those 
organizations dedicated to serving others. 
Georgette serves on the executive board of 
the International Association of Clerks, Re-
corders, Election Officials, and Treasurers. In 
her retirement, she plans to continue her inter-
national involvement in the elections process. 

For most of her adult life, Georgette was at 
the side of her husband, Larry, who was trag-
ically taken from us all too soon a few years 
ago when a long battle with cancer ended his 
life. Larry was, in every sense of the word, a 
great American, patriot, and one who accom-
plished great things. Larry and Georgette were 
a very effective team working to better their 
community. When Larry passed away, it took 
great courage for Georgette to carry on with-
out him, but she has been up to this ultimate 
personal test. She has kept the flame of public 
service burning brightly for which the Browns 
were so well known. 

Madam Speaker, with all of her significant 
accomplishments, Georgette would assuredly 
point with most pride to the two great daugh-
ters that she and Larry raised, Monique and 
Martie. Monique is married to Shane Anderson 
and they have presented Georgette with her 
first grandchild, Taylor Anderson. 

Even though Georgette Brown is retiring 
from public office, she will always be active in 
serving others, and she remains committed to 
making her country and her community a bet-
ter place in which to live and work. Madam 
Speaker, we may pass laws, but people like 
Georgette Brown make those laws work for all 
of us. Although she will be missed as County 
Clerk, she can leave that phase of her public 
service knowing that she gave it her all and 
she made a real difference. With public serv-
ice such a part of her moral fiber, we know 
that she will soon be serving in new and inno-
vative ways and continuing to improve the 
lives of others. 

I highly value Georgette’s service and her 
friendship. I ask you to join me in honoring 
this very special woman. 
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NAAYI YOUTH PROGRAM—ENCOUR-
AGING MORE MINORITIES TO 
ENTER HEALTH PROFESSIONS 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, I want to ac-
knowledge and thank my good friend and col-
league Dr. DONNA CHRISTENSEN, the chair of 
the Congressional Black Caucus Health 
Braintrust. As the only doctor in the CBC, 
Congresswoman CHRISTENSEN—we all look to 
DONNA for her advice and her insight on crit-
ical health issues that affect our communities. 

Whether it is finding ways to address racial 
and ethnic health disparities, helping our 
health care system provide culturally com-
petent and culturally relevant care, or helping 
encourage young people, like you all, to enter 
the health professions, we rely on DONNA to 
guide us. 

I want to thank her for her leadership and 
for helping to organize this event today. 

My background is as a psychiatric social 
worker. I know how important it is to have 
people of color in the health professions; peo-
ple that can relate to their patients and who 
can provide help and advice in a way that is 
relevant for them. 

As a member of the Appropriations Sub-
committee on Labor, Health and Human Serv-
ices, and Education, I have been working with 
my colleagues to increase funding to increase 
diversity in the health professions. 

This year I’m pleased to report that we have 
developed a bill that would provide nearly 
$104 million to increase diversity training pro-
grams in the health professions. That’s an in-
crease of $34 million from last year. 

These funds will go towards programs and 
institutions that help train minority health pro-
fessionals and provide scholarship support to 
help defray the costs of an education. 

As we move through the appropriations 
process I look forward to working with my col-

leagues to ensure that we keep and grow the 
money for these programs. 
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THE MEDICAL DEVICE SAFETY 
ACT: PROVIDING CRITICAL CON-
SUMER PROTECTIONS 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of the Medical Device 
Safety Act of 2008, which has been introduced 
today by my colleagues Representatives 
FRANK PALLONE and HENRY WAXMAN. I am 
proud to be original cosponsor of this legisla-
tion, which will restore consumer protections 
that were eliminated in the Supreme Court’s 
recent Riegel v. Medtronic decision. 

The Riegel v. Medtronic decision ignored 
congressional intent and disregarded 30 years 
of experience under the 1976 Medical Device 
amendments, during which FDA regulation 
and State tort law worked together to protect 
consumers from dangerous devices. The 
Riegel decision gives total immunity to device 
manufacturers who fail to adequately warn 
consumers about device risks. It is now the re-
sponsibility of Congress to correct the Court’s 
dangerous mistake. 

Patients who are injured by medical devices 
often suffer permanent, debilitating injuries or 
even death. They need the ability to hold the 
negligent medical device manufacturer ac-
countable for their injuries. If not, private 
health insurance companies and Medicare or 
Medicaid would be left footing the bill to pay 
for those injuries; and, ultimately, the taxpayer 
pays for the medical device manufacturer’s 
mistake. 

This narrow piece of legislation is necessary 
to address the Riegel decision and to ensure 
that it is not then applied to afford total immu-
nity to medical device manufacturers through-
out the country. It also will make certain that 
patients injured by medical devices can have 
their claims heard by a judge and jury and will 
prevent courts from summarily dismissing 
claims without ever hearing the facts. Finally, 
it restores congressional intent by explicitly 
stating that actions for damages under State 
law are preserved. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in cospon-
soring and enacting the Medical Device Safety 
Act so that we can restore long-standing con-
sumer protections. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIM MAHONEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
on Wednesday, June 25, 2008, I was unable 
to be in Washington, D.C. due to my attend-
ance at the funeral of a personal friend in my 
district. 

Had I been able to vote, I would have voted 
the following ways on the below listed rollcall 
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votes: 449—‘‘yea’’; 450—‘‘yea’’; 451—‘‘yea’’; 
452—‘‘yea’’; 453—‘‘yea’’; 454—‘‘nay’’; 455— 
‘‘nay’’; 456—‘‘yea’’; 457—‘‘yea’’; 458—‘‘nay’’; 
459—‘‘yea’’; 460—‘‘yea’’; 461—‘‘yea.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker, 
I regret that I was unable to vote on the 
evening of Wednesday, the 25th of June. Had 
I been present, I would have voted: 

‘‘Yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 460, the H.R. 
3195, the Americans with Disabilities Amend-
ments Act of 2008, which restores the intent 
and protections of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act of 1990. I deeply regret that I was un-
able to vote in support of an issue which I feel 

very strongly about. And I remain proud of this 
body, under the leadership of the Speaker and 
Majority leader, in guaranteeing that tens of 
millions of Americans with disabilities now 
enjoy equal rights under the law while being 
empowered to better our nation with their in-
credible, inherent talents without fear of dis-
crimination or bias. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTION 
OF SUFFOLK LIFE NEWSPAPERS 
TO LONG ISLAND 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 26, 2008 

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate a sad occasion in my district: Suf-
folk Life Newspaper will publish its last edition 
this week. David Willmott published the first 

edition of what would become Suffolk Life on 
August 17, 1961. 

His paper, which started out serving a small 
community in Suffolk County, eventually be-
came the largest weekly paper east of the 
Mississippi. For more than 40 years, Dave 
Willmott covered the local issues that didn’t re-
ceive attention elsewhere. He had a style all 
his own—with political views that I often dis-
agreed with. But he took on the issues others 
wouldn’t touch and he and his staff took great 
pride in the service they provided to our com-
munity with the newspaper. They held those of 
us who serve in public office to a high stand-
ard with rigorous questionnaires and biting 
weekly columns. 

Suffolk Life will shut its doors, but the im-
pact of Dave Willmott’s enterprise will live on 
long after the paper is gone. 

Madam Speaker, Suffolk Life will be missed 
but not forgotten. I’m proud to honor this Long 
Island institution on the House floor. 
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