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has to figure in the extra cost of gas), the 
cost of fertilizer and feed for our livestock. 
Everyone is concerned about the amount of 
foreclosures in the state. That will only get 
worse as what income Idahoans had is dimin-
ished by the additional cost of everything in-
cluding gas. It will be even harder for Ida-
hoans to pay their house payment and we 
may see even more foreclosures. 

Mother Nature is having her way with our 
agriculture states with flooding, etc. That 
will drive the cost of food and feed even high-
er, and so much for ethylene. Be careful or it 
will be a battle between feed and ethylene. If 
our nation does not wise up and start pro-
ducing our own food, fuel, etc. and quit 
building houses on our most fertile ground. 
The legacy we will leave ourselves and the 
future generations will be that we gave away 
or built on our future and the nation by buy-
ing and outsourcing too much to foreign 
countries. We will be at their mercy for our 
food and fuel. 

My humble opinions, 
MARY, Bonners Ferry. 

DEAR SENATOR CRAPO: Your vote against 
climate change legislation smacked of par-
tisan politics more to please the oil compa-
nies and less to do with supporting Idahoans 
paying less for gas. 

Regarding your request for my observa-
tions on the current situation: 

I do NOT support: nuclear energy tech-
nologies (because of the catastrophic con-
sequences when failure happens); rampant 
destruction of natural habitats for meager 
results. (i.e., Alaska. What is the sense in in-
vesting millions of dollars to drill for oil in 
the ANWR when estimates say it contains 
only enough oil to solely support U.S. con-
sumption for 7 months?); tax breaks for oil 
companies making windfall profits. 

I DO support: Wind and solar power; effec-
tive renewable and alternative fuels; more 
stringent gas mileage demands on auto-
mobile manufacturers; more research on af-
fordable hybrids; reduction in price on hy-
brids; tax incentives for both building and 
purchasing hybrids; tax penalties for pur-
chasing Large SUV and low gas mileage 
autos; incentives for conservation; penalties 
for price gouging on oil companies; Govern-
ment support for States developing better 
public transportation in smaller towns; tax 
incentives for oil companies that reinvest 
their windfall profits into more economical 
oil production and research and develop-
ment. 

On a personal note, I have been looking for 
a job, but because of higher gas prices, I have 
been forced to limit potential job interviews 
because of the cost of travel. 

I would call that a catch 22! 
VERA, Hope. 

DEAR SENATOR CRAPO: I absolutely agree 
that we are in serious trouble vis-à-vis our 
energy situation. Here is my story: 

We have not been overly impacted by the 
high price of gas because we deliberately 
choose to live less than five miles from our 
office and we drive a Prius. Many days we do 
not even need to take our car out of the ga-
rage. However, we see many families in dire 
straits. 

What needs to happen rather than increase 
our foolish belief in oil by doing things like 
encouraging more oil drilling in the U.S., is 
that we need to provide support and incen-
tives for Idaho families and all U.S. families 
to make wise energy choices like we have. 
We need to provide even greater tax incen-
tives to those who choose hybrid or electric 

vehicles. We need to institute tax credits for 
those who buy or rent homes within walking/ 
biking distance of their workplaces. We need 
to demand of federal and local governments 
that public transportation be provided in 
urban areas and that areas like rural Idaho 
be connected to nearby areas by fuel effi-
cient means—for example, the electric fast 
trains of Europe would work beautifully in a 
state like Idaho—one line running from Mos-
cow to Boise, one from Boise to Pocatello or 
Salt Lake and one line running from Boise to 
Sun Valley would make it possible to access 
almost all the state now accessible by car by 
electric train. 

We need to provide tax and other incen-
tives for energy produced by wind and solar 
power. We need to provide tax and other in-
centives to our farmers to adopt less petro-
leum dependent farming methods. We need 
to provide encouragement to individuals to 
eat locally produced, non-petroleum based, 
sustainable foods. 

The only way we are going to save our na-
tional and our personal economic well-being 
is to get off of oil. The only way we are going 
to resolve the war between ourselves and the 
Islamic fundamentalists is to reduce our 
military presence in their lives and the only 
way we can do that is to release ourselves 
from our dependence on the oil under the 
Middle East. Once we do not need that oil, 
we will finally be free and we will no longer 
be a target. 

That is my story. Our family was lucky be-
cause we made wise energy choices some 
time ago. We do not commute, we buy only 
one 10-gallon tank of gas per month, and we 
get as much of our food as possible from 
local growers. While we are feeling the aware 
of the pinch of gas prices and mostly food 
prices for items that we can’t grow ourselves 
or get from local growers, we are not suf-
fering as so many Americans are. We need to 
address the long term-issues so that more 
people will be in the position we are in rath-
er than simply putting out small fires by 
doing things like reducing gas taxes or drill-
ing in Alaska. It is no good to put out small 
fires when your whole house is in flames. 

DEBORAH. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF GWINN, 
MICHIGAN 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, small 
towns are at the heart of our country’s 
history and cultural heritage. These 
communities, and the institutions and 
groups that make up these towns, are 
an enduring aspect of our political, 
economic and social structure, offering 
their unique and special chapters to 
the American story. It is in this spirit 
that I recognize the 100th anniversary 
of the founding of Gwinn, MI. This 
town, which is flanked by the Escanaba 
River in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, is 
an important part of America’s indus-
trial history. 

Situated in the Swanzy region, this 
area is rich in red iron ore, which at-
tracted companies to the region as 
early as the 1870’s for mining. As a re-
sult of these mining efforts, Gwinn was 
formally founded in 1908 by William 
Gwinn Mather, president of the Cleve-
land-Cliffs Iron Company as a ‘‘model 

town’’ for its company’s employees. 
Gwinn is one of only three ‘‘model 
towns’’ built in the Lake Superior min-
ing region. Mather named the town in 
honor of his mother, and hired Warren 
Manning, a prominent architect from 
Boston, to design the layout of the 
town. Intended to provide for the so-
cial, physical, and cultural well-being 
of its residents and inspired by Euro-
pean and northeastern design, this 
thoughtfully conceived town remains a 
fine and relatively pristine example of 
a model town of that era. On June 24, 
2002, the town of Gwinn was listed in 
the National Register of Historic 
Places, an important federal recogni-
tion of its historical significance. 

Like many small mining towns, 
Gwinn has weathered some major in-
dustrial shifts in the century following 
its founding. Mining operations in the 
region began to decline between the 
1920s and 1940s and were all but elimi-
nated after World War II. In the mid 
1950s, KI Sawyer Air Force Base was es-
tablished in Marquette County and 
quickly became a major, and much 
needed, source of employment for the 
region. After the closure of Sawyer in 
1995 as a result of the Base Closure and 
Realignment Commission process, it 
was successfully transformed into a 
hub of private enterprise. Now home to 
many businesses and some residential 
housing, the former base is a testament 
to the collective efforts of this region 
to reinvent itself after experiencing 
yet another significant blow to its eco-
nomic base. 

Gwinn’s 100th anniversary is a trib-
ute to the strength and perseverance of 
its citizens and of America’s working 
families. This milestone will be cele-
brated through festivities spanning 
from July 3 to July 12. I know my col-
leagues in the Senate join me in recog-
nizing the residents of Gwinn as they 
celebrate their town’s 100th anniver-
sary. I wish them another 100 years 
achievement and success.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SARAH C. SNIDER 
∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to have this opportunity to rec-
ognize a few of the many accomplish-
ments of Sarah Snider, an outstanding 
health administrator with 15 years of 
experience in broadening health care 
access throughout rural America. 

As the administrator of the Richard 
G. Lugar Center for Rural Health at 
Union Hospital in Terre Haute, IN, Ms. 
Snider has worked in conjunction with 
the hospital’s Family Medicine Resi-
dency Program to increase the number 
of primary care physicians who seek 
careers in rural medicine. She has also 
led the center’s staff in the develop-
ment of strategies that have greatly 
increased the exposure of needed rural 
health training programs. While serv-
ing in this role, Ms. Snider has accu-
mulated an impressive list of accom-
plishments. 
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