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every day doing what he believed was 
necessary to make it stronger. His wife 
Dorothy and children, Jane, Nancy, 
and Charles, along with seven Helms 
grandchildren and one great grandchild 
are in our thoughts. 

Rest well, Jesse Helms. 
I have some other things to say, but 

perhaps my colleague wants to say 
something about Senator Helms? If 
that is the case, I will save my remarks 
until he finishes. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR JESSE 
HELMS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I thank my friend, 
the majority leader. Let me just add, 
Jesse and Dot Helms were good friends 
of Elaine’s and mine and good friends 
of a lot of other people in the Senate 
on both sides. There are a significant 
number of our conference planning to 
attend the funeral tomorrow. I thank 
the majority leader for his accommo-
dation of those requests by having the 
votes on Wednesday morning. At Dot 
Helms’ request, I will be doing one of 
the eulogies tomorrow at the funeral, 
and I will have more to say about the 
life of my good friend Jesse Helms 
when I get back. But I wish to echo the 
remarks of the majority leader about 
what a fine gentleman he was. 

If you took a poll around here of the 
pages and the people who work in the 
Capitol about who was the most pop-
ular Member, I expect Jesse Helms 
would have won it—which would sur-
prise an awful lot of people in the press 
and out in America who thought of 
Senator Helms as sort of a fierce indi-
vidual. In fact, in person, he was as 
gentle, as accommodating, and as 
friendly as anybody I have ever met. 
We all will miss Jesse Helms a great 
deal. 

I thank the majority leader for giv-
ing me an opportunity to make some 
comments at this point about our good 
friend Jesse Helms. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we are 
going to go ahead and do our caucus to-
morrow as we normally do, but the Re-
publicans are going to do theirs on 
Wednesday. We will make sure there 
are no votes between 12:30 and 2 o’clock 
on Wednesday so they can do their 
business. 

f 

REPUBLICAN OBSTRUCTION AND 
THE ECONOMY 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, just as the 
American people are recovering from a 
holiday weekend marked by record gas 
prices announced this morning, aver-
aging $4.11 a gallon—and it is much 
more than that in Nevada; it is $4.25 in 
Nevada—another report in the news 
this morning suggests oil might reach 

$200 before the end of the year—$200 a 
barrel. It was only a couple months ago 
that President Bush seemed shocked 
and confused when a reporter suggested 
that some analysts were predicting 
that gas would reach $4 a gallon. Now 
some economists consider $6 a gallon a 
very real possibility. 

While most Americans enjoyed a day 
off from work on Friday to celebrate 
the Fourth of July, no one gets a day 
off from paying record gas prices, 
record oil prices, and record grocery 
prices. 

I spoke an hour ago to Verie Doing, 
who owns the biggest business in 
Searchlight. Verie and her late hus-
band, Warren Doing, ran what might 
not be much by most standards, but it 
is for the people in Searchlight. She 
employs 70 or 80 people, and it is the 
biggest employer in Searchlight. She 
has a bar and casino, a restaurant. She 
said she is feeling the impact of gas 
prices. Las Vegas is 60 miles away, 
there is no town closer, so in Search-
light you need the tourist trade. 

She is similar to all small business 
people—they are struggling. That is 
why on Thursday it was announced 
that Starbucks is closing more than 600 
stores; Dillard’s will likely go out of 
business; Pep Boys will likely go out of 
business. There are huge cutbacks in 
many other companies. Nine thousand 
stores will close before the end of the 
year. That, of course, opens places that 
people are going to have to try to rent, 
probably at reduced rates if they even 
can rent them. So this is a snowballing 
effect. 

With rare exception, all these prob-
lems economically are caused by two 
things: the gas prices and the housing 
crisis. We have 8,500 new home fore-
closures every day. Americans are at 
risk of losing their homes. They don’t 
get a day off, of course. As American 
people endure sleepless nights trying to 
figure out how to make ends meet and 
provide for their families, they deserve 
to know that Congress is working hard 
to help. 

But what we are seeing is the Repub-
lican leaders, both in the House and in 
the Senate, simply refusing to work 
with Democrats on legislation essen-
tial to our country in this economic re-
cession. Of course, it is more focused 
on the Senate because, as we know, if 
you are in the majority of the House, 
you can move things. In the Senate, 
that is not the way it is. We have the 
ability to filibuster things and, as we 
know, that is what has been going on 
in recent months. 

My friend, Senator MCCONNELL, said 
time and time again the way to get 
things done in the Senate is through 
bipartisanship. There is no question 
about that. The only way you get 
things done in this body is bipartisan-
ship, and that is why I have said if 
there is a change in the number of Sen-
ators we have next year, if there are 

more seats on this side of the aisle next 
year, we still have to work on a bipar-
tisan basis. 

I am committed to doing that. I 
could not agree, as I have indicated, 
more with Senator MCCONNELL that we 
have to work on a bipartisan basis. 
That is why in the waning days and 
hours of the last work period I brought 
to the Senate legislation that was bi-
partisan in the truest sense, the emer-
gency supplemental appropriations bill 
that finally gives our troops the care 
and benefits they have earned with tre-
mendous valor; one of the most impor-
tant things this country has done in 
decades, a GI bill of rights. 

Coincidentally, the Presiding Officer 
is the man who wrote that. There are a 
lot of people, I am sure, knowing the 
humility the Presiding Officer has that 
you want to give credit, but the credit 
starts with the Presiding Officer as the 
first person in line, in my mind, and 
Senator HAGEL. 

But it was bipartisan. That is how we 
got it done. As good and as intelligent, 
as necessary, as the GI bill of rights 
was, we could never have gotten it 
done without the bipartisan support 
that Senator WEBB of Virginia got for 
that bill. 

We also introduced, right before we 
left, a housing bill to stem the tide of 
foreclosures and correct flaws in the 
lending laws to prevent foreclosure of 
future homeowners. In that we did not 
finish that bill before we left, add 10 
days, make it a short period of time, 
that is 85,000 homes have gone into 
foreclosure; 8,500 a day. Add one zero to 
that, that is 85,000. 

We had a Medicare doctors fix to pre-
vent payment cuts for doctors and im-
prove care for patients. That was so 
important. I know that the attention is 
focused on the doctors, but it is more 
than the doctors. Of course, the doctors 
did not want a 10.6-percent cut. But 
that had a tremendous snowballing ef-
fect. Doctors cannot afford to take 
Medicare patients with this cut. They 
will not take them. I had the oppor-
tunity to go to dinner with two of my 
wife’s physicians, people who have 
cared for her over the years, during the 
break. One of them said: I am not sure 
I can take Medicare patients any-
more—an internist, great reputation. 

Not only does it affect that, many 
entities base their reimbursement on 
what Medicare pays. So it is a very dif-
ficult situation. It was a bipartisan 
piece of legislation. 

We also did, right before we left, a 
bill cutting taxes for innovators and 
entrepreneurs, for developing clean al-
ternative fuels that would help end our 
addiction to foreign oil. So despite my 
friend, the Republican leader’s, words 
on embracing bipartisanship, the Sen-
ate Republicans blocked all these 
strongly bipartisan bills except for the 
supplemental appropriations bill, every 
one of them, and a few more. 
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