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trooper to have been killed in the line 
of duty. 

David was only 24 years old and was 
a 2-year veteran of the North Carolina 
Highway Patrol. He was a native of 
Sylva, NC, and a 2002 graduate of 
Smoky Mountain High School, where 
he was a football and wrestling star. 

We are all grateful for David’s dedi-
cation to protecting the citizens of 
North Carolina. He lived in Cherokee 
with his wife Michaela, who had just 
given birth to their son Tye 2 weeks 
prior to his untimely passing. 

David was a member of the Eastern 
Band of the Cherokee Indian Tribe and 
the first member of that tribe to serve 
with the highway patrol. In addition to 
being a State trooper, David volun-
teered as the junior varsity softball 
coach at Smoky Mountain High 
School. 

Along with his wife Michaela and son 
Tye, David is survived by his father 
David S. Blanton Sr., stepmother Jen-
nifer Blanton, mother Jeanell 
Youngbird, younger brothers, Jerry R. 
Blankenship, Jim Kye Blankenship, 
Jesse J. Blanton, and sister Natalie E. 
Blanton. 

David’s friends, family, fellow troop-
ers, and the people of North Carolina 
are mourning this very tragic loss. 

I know that there are no words that 
I can offer to help comfort Michaela 
and other members of the Blanton fam-
ily, but I hope my colleagues in the 
Senate will join me in keeping them in 
our thoughts and prayers. 

David gave his life in service to our 
State, and this ultimate sacrifice 
should never be forgotten. 

I send my deepest condolences to all 
who had the privilege of knowing this 
young man who gave his life in service 
to our State. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO BARBARA MORGAN 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I am 
proud to announce the return of NASA 
mission specialist, teacher in space 
Barbara Morgan, not to Earth—that 
was 10 months ago—but to Idaho and 
Boise State University where she has 
been hired in a newly created position 
that will develop education initiatives 
in science, math, engineering, and 
technology. Barbara flew on the Shut-
tle Endeavor, Mission STS–118, from 
August 8–21, 2007. She served as a mis-
sion specialist onboard Endeavor, work-
ing as a robotic arm operator in the 
International Space Station assembly 
mission and conducting a teaching les-
son from space, of which I was fortu-
nate enough to be a part on the ground 
in Boise. 

Barbara is a teacher by training. In 
1985, she was selected to be the backup 
candidate for the NASA Teacher in 
Space Program, and trained with the 

late Christa McAuliffe for 4 months. 
After the shuttle tragedy in 1986, she 
returned to Idaho and taught second 
and third grades at McCall-Donnelly 
Elementary School. She continued to 
work with NASA’s Education Division 
as the space designee, speaking pub-
licly, designing curriculum, serving on 
the National Science Foundation’s 
Federal Task Force for Women and Mi-
norities in Science and Engineering, 
and as an education consultant. In 1998, 
NASA began the Astronaut Educator 
Program which replaced its Teacher in 
Space Program and Barbara was se-
lected to train as a mission specialist. 
She began her 2-year training period 
that year and, upon completion in 2000, 
was given technical duties with NASA. 
She continued her duties and ongoing 
training in preparation for Mission 
STS–118 last summer. 

In a preflight interview before STS– 
118, Barbara’s extraordinary commit-
ment to learning was revealed as she 
recounted of the beginning of her pilot 
training. She came to flight training 
with no flying background, and her ini-
tial pilot training experience was in a 
Cessna. Being unfamiliar with the com-
munication language between pilots 
and air traffic controllers, she went to 
Radio Shack and bought a radio that 
gave her access to air traffic control so 
she could listen and become familiar 
with the language. In the course of 
that interview, one of Barbara’s in-
sights about the basics of learning, be 
it in a career or in school, revealed 
itself in a fine point about the impor-
tance of ‘‘learning the language.’’ She 
observed that once you master the 
‘‘language,’’ be it an actual language or 
a set of terms used in a particular vo-
cation or field of study, things become 
much easier. She understands very well 
that learning the ‘‘language’’ is the 
pathway to success. 

Barbara has learned many languages, 
from that of an elementary school 
teacher to that of a pilot and NASA as-
tronaut. Boise State University is very 
fortunate that she will be bringing her 
science, math, and engineering lan-
guage skills to its students. It has been 
an honor for me to pay tribute to Bar-
bara’s remarkable achievements today 
and in the past, and I am certain that 
there will be many more to come. I 
offer her, Clay, and their children my 
heartfelt congratulations and an en-
thusiastic ‘‘Welcome home to Idaho!’’∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
GALEN JACKMAN 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I wish to 
publicly commend and congratulate 
MG Galen B. Jackman, U.S. Army, 
upon his retirement after more than 35 
years of military service. During the 
last 3 years, from July 2005 through 
July 2008, Major General Jackman 
served as the Army Chief of Legislative 
Liaison. He was instrumental in im-

proving the understanding of Members 
of Congress and staff concerning a wide 
range of Army issues, in particular an 
understanding of the Army’s role in 
the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, the 
resource requirements for an army at 
war, and the effect of those wars on the 
Army and its soldiers and their fami-
lies. Major General Jackman worked 
tirelessly to ensure that soldiers and 
Army civilians had the resources nec-
essary to maintain the Army as the 
world’s preeminent land service. He 
forged effective relationships with con-
gressional Members and staff, always 
responding quickly and effectively to 
congressional requests for information 
and assistance, and has been an invalu-
able advisor to the Secretary and Chief 
of Staff of the Army. 

General Jackman’s assignment as 
Army Chief Legislative Liaison was the 
capstone to an outstanding career of 
service to our Nation. Prior to assum-
ing this position, Major General Jack-
man served as the Commanding Gen-
eral, U.S. Army Military District of 
Washington and Commander, Joint 
Force Headquarters-National Capital 
Region, Fort Lesley J. McNair, Wash-
ington, DC. His other joint assign-
ments include service as the Deputy for 
Training and Readiness, United States 
Pacific Command, and Director of Op-
erations, United States Southern Com-
mand. 

Major General Jackman served as the 
Chief of Staff and Assistant Division 
Commander, Support, for the 10th 
Mountain Division, Light, Fort Drum, 
NY, deploying with the Division in sup-
port of OPERATION JOINT FORGE, 
Bosnia-Herzegovina June 2000 to July 
2001. 

He began his service to our Nation in 
1973 as a rifle platoon leader, Company 
A, 1st Battalion, Airborne, 508th Infan-
try, 82d Airborne Division, Fort Bragg, 
NC. His leadership positions include 
serving as a support squadron com-
mander in 1st Special Forces Group, 
Airborne, Fort Bragg, NC; Commander, 
2d Brigade, 7th Infantry Division, 
Light, Fort Ord, CA, and director, 
Combined Arms and Tactics Direc-
torate, U.S. Army Infantry Center and 
School, Fort Benning. In his numerous 
leadership and command positions 
throughout his distinguished career, 
Major General Jackman demonstrated 
an unwavering commitment to the wel-
fare of his soldiers and their families. 
Throughout his career, he played an 
important role in the development of 
the future officers and leaders of the 
Army. 

Major General Jackman holds a mas-
ter of science degree in procurement 
and contract management from the 
Florida Institute of Technology and a 
bachelor of arts degree from the Uni-
versity of Nebraska. He is a graduate of 
the Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces. 

His outstanding Service has been rec-
ognized with numerous military 
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