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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote. 

b 1916 

Mr. KINGSTON changed his vote 
from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speaker, I 
missed three recorded votes. Had I been 
present, I would have voted the following way: 

H.R. 3981—To authorize the Preserve 
America Program and Save America’s Treas-
ures Program, and for other purposes, ‘‘yea.’’ 

H.R. 1423—To authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to lease a portion of a visitor cen-
ter to be constructed outside the boundary of 
the Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore in Por-
ter County, Indiana, and for other purposes, 
‘‘yea.’’ 

H.R. 4199—To amend the Dayton Aviation 
Heritage Preservation Act of 1992 to add sites 
to the Dayton Aviation Heritage National His-
torical Park, and for other purposes, ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

HONORING THE SECTION 60 
MOTHERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, Sec-
tion 60 at Arlington National Cemetery 
is a very special place. It holds the 
graves of soldiers killed in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Section 60 also is the place 
where a group of remarkable women 
come together on a regular basis. They 
are the Section 60 mothers, the moth-
ers of the soldiers buried in that hal-
lowed ground. 

The Section 60 mothers come to 
mourn their heroic children, and to 
honor their sacrifice. They also come 
to give each other support in their 
time of grief. They look to each other 
for comfort because the only person 
who can really understand a mother 
who has lost a child in war is another 
mother who has suffered the same loss. 

Recently, National Public Radio 
broadcast two stories about the Sec-
tion 60 mothers. In those stories, the 
Section 60 mothers talked about their 
children. They also described how they 

found each other and created a circle of 
support to help each other, to help 
each other make it through another 
day. 

Their words are heartbreaking, yet 
also inspiring, because these mothers 
are American heroes, just like their 
children. I’d like to share some of their 
words with you today. 

One mother placed flowers, balloons, 
and cards on her son’s tombstone be-
cause it was his birthday. She said, 
‘‘These are our babies. When they have 
a birthday, this is what you do for 
them, and this is what we still do for 
them.’’ 

Another Section 60 mother, whose 
son died 2 years ago, said, ‘‘This is my 
son, and I just cannot believe that he’s 
gone. I don’t want him to ever be for-
gotten. It’s just in the last couple of 
months in fact that I have been able to 
say, ‘My son’s death,’ and even that 
sends a chill through me.’’ 

Another mother described the impact 
of her son’s death on her family. She 
said, ‘‘I look at my surviving children, 
and it’s such heartache for me because 
they’re in so much pain, and I can’t do 
anything about it except just love 
them. I can’t take their pain away. It’s 
excruciating.’’ This mother’s son was 
killed on May 8, 2005. It was Mother’s 
Day. 

Another grieving mother said, ‘‘Our 
job is to protect our kids, and we would 
do anything to do that. I feel like I 
should have just jumped across the 
ocean and known that he was in trou-
ble. It’s irrational, but it’s a mom.’’ 

A mother whose marine son was 
killed in Iraq in 2005 talked about how 
the mothers are supporting each other. 
She said, ‘‘We talk and we cry about 
the heartache. Our friendship has just 
been so incredible and different than 
any other friendship that I have ever 
known because our sons are side by 
side in that same soil.’’ 

Another mother whose son was killed 
in Iraq in 2005 said, ‘‘When we go to Ar-
lington, sometimes we are holding the 
crying mother. And sometimes we are 
the crying mother. You never cry alone 
at Arlington. It’s a refuge for me. You 
cannot be strong all the time.’’ 

Another mother described the first 
time she saw another mother in Sec-
tion 60. She said, ‘‘She was just crying 
and saying, ‘Our beautiful boys.’ We 
just started walking toward each other 
and we were crying so hard.’’ 

A cousin of one of the soldiers told 
this story about her fallen hero. ‘‘He 
always wore a St. Christopher’s medal 
around his neck. When he died, they 
couldn’t find it. But on the day of the 
funeral, the colonel came up to my 
aunt and said that they had found the 
St. Christopher’s medal. When his body 
was thrown back by the blast, the St. 
Christopher’s and his dog tags were in 
the hole that the bomb was in.’’ 

Finally, one of the new mothers 
asked another mother if the pain of 

losing a child in war ever goes away. 
This mother had to say, ‘‘No.’’ 

Madam Speaker, we owe the Section 
60 mothers our deepest respect and 
gratitude. They remind us that the war 
isn’t something that takes place thou-
sands of miles away. The wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan are happening to our 
mothers and families right here in our 
own communities in America every 
single day. 

So let us resolve to go to war only as 
a very last resort. Every possible alter-
native to war should always be com-
pletely exhausted before we send our 
great men and women into battle. That 
is the least we can do for them and the 
mothers they leave behind. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN THE U.S. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
TO HONOR FALLEN HEROES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, in May of this year I 
introduced H. Res. 1183, a resolution 
calling for the House to observe a mo-
ment of silence on the first legislative 
day of each month for those killed or 
wounded in the United States engage-
ments in Iraq and Afghanistan. I am 
very grateful that last month the 
Speaker of the House initiated this mo-
ment of silence to honor America’s 
fallen heroes. It is my understanding 
that the Speaker will continue this 
monthly observance during votes to-
morrow. 

I again thank Speaker PELOSI for 
making this tribute a part of the reg-
ular order of the House. This moment 
of silence will serve as a solemn re-
minder of the more than 4,000 killed 
and more than 30,000 wounded in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, and a thank-you from 
a grateful Nation. During the month of 
June, 56 United States servicemembers 
were killed; 27 in Afghanistan and 29 in 
Iraq. 

Madam Speaker, I am sure every 
American shares my heart, which is 
heavy for the sacrifice of these fallen 
heroes. We are grateful to all of our 
men and women in uniform for their 
courage and for their selfless commit-
ment to duty. 

Again, I want to thank Speaker 
PELOSI and her staff for continuing to 
make this remembrance a reality for 
those who have sacrificed for our Na-
tion and for their families. We, the 
House of Representatives, the People’s 
House, should never forget those who 
have given their life for this great Na-
tion. 

May God continue to bless our men 
and women in uniform, and may God 
continue to bless the families of our 
men and women in uniform. And I ask 
God to continue to bless America. 
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