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was a man of integrity, and over the 
course of his 30 years of service in the 
United States Senate, you could al-
ways count on one thing: You knew 
where Jesse Helms stood on the issue. 
An outspoken conservative who was 
never bashful about defending the con-
servative principles of small govern-
ment and individual freedom, he was a 
man who refused to compromise on his 
principles. 

Senator Helms knew a conservative 
when he saw one. This is why he helped 
propel Ronald Reagan to the national 
stage by orchestrating Reagan’s North 
Carolina primary victory in 1976. In so 
doing, he helped prepare the ground-
work for the eventual Reagan Revolu-
tion of the 1980s. 

As we remember the life of Senator 
Helms, we know we have lost one of the 
finest conservative statesmen of a gen-
eration. Senator Helms believed that 
America was the greatest nation in the 
world, and that belief informed his 
principles and the policies that he ulti-
mately pursued. For instance, he knew 
that a strong America would be a sign-
post of hope for millions during the un-
certain times of global communist in-
fluence in the seventies and eighties. 
As a strident anti-communist, he 
fought to ensure America would be a 
bulwark against the forces of oppres-
sion and tyranny in the communist 
corners of the globe. 

Senator Helms was also an indomi-
table champion of life. He believed in 
the dignity of the lives of the unborn 
and fought with heroic energy to see to 
it that they might receive the protec-
tion they deserve. His pro-life legacy is 
still with us today. In fact, Senator 
Helms successfully amended legislation 
35 years ago to include what is today 
known as the ‘‘Helms amendment.’’ 
This amendment, which is still in ef-
fect, mandates that no U.S. foreign aid 
money may be used to pay for or pro-
mote abortions. 

Yes, Senator Helms fought for the in-
nocent unborn, he condemned wide-
spread corruption in the United Na-
tions before it was popular to do so, 
and he staked out clear conservative 
positions without having to consult a 
pollster. He was a one-of-a-kind leader 
who passed on conservative principles 
to many, including me. But his cru-
sades were never just about him. Rath-
er, he fought for his country and the 
ideas that he knew made America 
great. 

He said it best in his farewell address 
to the Senate: ‘‘Being remembered 
isn’t important. What is important is 
standing up for what you believe to be 
right, hoping that you have done ev-
erything you can to preserve the moral 
and spiritual principles that made 
America great in the first place.’’ 

Senator Helms’ death last Friday was 
a profound loss for America and for the 
State of North Carolina. He served his 
country well, dispatching his duty to 

stand up for what is right with 
unrivaled moral clarity. He will be 
missed, and today my thoughts and my 
prayers are with his family and loved 
ones as they grieve this loss and re-
member a life well-lived. 
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DECLARING ENERGY 
INDEPENDENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to say to the gen-
tlewoman who just spoke that I sure 
share her admiration for Jesse Helms. I 
had the honor to work with him on leg-
islation known as the Helms-Burton 
law, and I want you to know he was a 
wonderful man, a titan and a real con-
servative, and the kind of man that ev-
erybody in America could be proud to 
say that he was a Senator in the au-
gust body on the other side of the 
building. 

Let me just say briefly today that we 
just celebrated the 4th of July, known 
as Independence Day, and we celebrate 
that because we became an inde-
pendent Nation after the Revolu-
tionary War by winning that war and 
becoming not a colony of Great Brit-
ain, but a United States of America, an 
independent country. Our Declaration 
of Independence. 

Now we are faced with another prob-
lem. It is called energy dependence. We 
are dependent on Saudi Arabia, we are 
dependent on other countries in the 
Middle East, we are dependent on coun-
tries in South America like Venezuela 
that are not friends of ours, and we 
ought to be moving toward energy 
independence. 

Any of my colleagues who were out 
marching in parades during the 4th of 
July recess ought to know that the 
people they were talking to on those 
parade routes were saying, hey, we 
don’t want gasoline at $4 or $5 a gallon. 
We don’t need to have gasoline at $4 or 
$5 a gallon, because we can drill right 
here in the United States and get 
enough oil or gas or other energy prod-
ucts so we can be energy independent. 
All we have to do is start. 

The problem is in this body and the 
other body on the other side of the 
building, they will not move, the ma-
jority will not move on drilling here in 
the United States. We could drill in the 
ANWR in Alaska and get 1 to 2 million 
barrels of oil a day. We could drill off 
the continental shelf and get 1 or 2 mil-
lion barrels of oil a day. We have about 
a 400 or 500 year supply of natural gas. 
And we are not doing anything. We are 
not drilling. 

We are sending $400 or $500 million a 
day over to Saudi Arabia and to Ven-
ezuela and South America for oil that 
we could produce right mere in Amer-
ica. It is costing us jobs, it is costing 

us energy, it is causing food price 
hikes, the price of anything else that 
you buy that is transported by truck in 
this country, and the people going to 
and from work or paying $4 or $5 a gal-
lon or $70 or $80 or $90 for one tankful. 

b 1945 
They can’t survive. The economy will 

continue to go down if we don’t do 
something about these energy prices. 
And we are not going to do it until we 
allow this country to drill, this govern-
ment to drill in places like the ANWR 
and off the Continental Shelf, and use 
the coal shale that we have here in 
abundance to produce our own energy. 
We can do it. The people of America by 
about an 80 percent margin say drill 
now, drill in America, lower those gas 
prices. And we are not doing it. 

We just celebrated our declaration of 
independence from Great Britain. It is 
high time we had a declaration of inde-
pendence regarding our energy. We 
need to drill here in America, we need 
to drill in the ANWR, we need to drill 
offshore and become energy inde-
pendent. It is time. And I hope all of 
my colleagues will sign my good friend, 
Mr. WESTMORELAND from Georgia’s pe-
tition over here that will let everybody 
know in this country, all of their con-
stituents know that they are com-
mitted to drilling in America to get en-
ergy prices down. 

He is going to take a one-hour special 
order here pretty quick telling every-
body why we should be drilling here in 
America. So if I were talking to people 
across this country, Madam Speaker, I 
would say call your Congressman, call 
your Senator, and tell them to sign Mr. 
WESTMORELAND’s petition so we can 
move toward energy independence. It is 
high time. We should do it now. 

f 

IRAQ 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, in 
the last 2 days there have been two 
major stories about comments made by 
the prime minister of Iraq. In the first, 
he said that terrorism in Iraq has been 
defeated. In the second, the Iraqi prime 
minister said he wants to negotiate a 
departure date for U.S. troops. 

Yet, because the Defense Department 
has requested more money for Iraq this 
year than any year of the war so far, 
you can rest assured that we will not 
be leaving any time soon. This war has 
always been more about money and 
power than about any real threat to 
the U.S. Saddam Hussein’s total mili-
tary budget was only a little over 2/10 
of 1 percent of ours. 

As the conservative columnist Char-
ley Reese wrote a few years ago: We at-
tacked a country that had not at-
tacked us, that had not even threat-
ened to attack us, and was not even ca-
pable of attacking us.’’ 
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