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the United Kingdom to help draft the constitu-
tions of the emerging African nations of Ghana 
and what is now Tanzania. It was felt that the 
person who so successfully fought for the 
rights of America’s oppressed minority would 
be the perfect person to ensure the rights of 
all African citizens, both Black and White, in 
these two former European colonies. 

Being the right man or woman at the right 
time is no easy task. There is no room for 
passiveness or reluctance to action. Following 
in the tradition of the late Thurgood Marshall, 
we, the representatives of the United States 
citizenry, are the right people at the right time. 
Although our current battles differ slightly from 
those of Thurgood Marshall, we are faced with 
our own battles which include, the economy, 
creating affordable housing, immigration, Iraq, 
the pursuit of energy independence, and mak-
ing sure that our veterans are properly taken 
care of. 

The precedent that the late Thurgood Mar-
shall set, in fighting to make the U.S. as great 
as its promise, should be our motivation to 
pass good legislation to protect the rights of 
American people as we honor and recognize 
his dedication and achievements on this 100th 
anniversary of his birth. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing a true hero, Thurgood 
Marshall who died on January 24, 1993, at the 
age of 84. Let us honor his dedication and 
achievements as we recognize his contribu-
tions to the struggle for equal rights and jus-
tice in the United States. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleagues for their eloquent words, 
and I join them in urging the passage 
of this resolution recognizing a genuine 
American giant. 

I yield back the balance of our time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
SCHIFF) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 381. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SENSE OF HOUSE REGARDING 
FLAGS ON GOVERNMENT BUILD-
INGS 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 1182) expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives 
that American flags flown on Federal 
Government buildings and on Federal 
property be made in the United States. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1182 

Whereas, on June 14, 1777, the Stars and 
Stripes was officially adopted as the na-
tional flag of the United States; 

Whereas Francis Scott Key was so inspired 
by the sight of the American flag still flying 

over Baltimore’s Fort McHenry after a Brit-
ish bombardment that he wrote the ‘‘Star- 
Spangled Banner’’ on September 14, 1814; 

Whereas the American flag has 7 red and 6 
white horizontal stripes; 

Whereas these stripes represent the 13 
original States; 

Whereas the flag still has its field of blue, 
which represents the Union and contains 50 
stars, one for each State; 

Whereas many brave men and women have 
fought and died for the freedoms that this 
flag represents; and 

Whereas the sight of this banner brings 
feelings of joy, courage, pride, and unity for 
all Americans: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the United 
States House of Representatives that all 
American flags flown over Federal buildings 
be entirely produced in the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SERRANO). Pursuant to the rule, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) 
and the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
GOHMERT) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the resolution under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SCHIFF. I yield myself such time 

as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, this resolution, intro-

duced by BOB FILNER of California, 
chairman of the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, is both appropriate and timely. 
It expresses the sense of the House of 
Representatives that American flags 
flown on Federal Government buildings 
and on Federal property should be 
made in the United States. 

As with many basic products sold in 
the U.S. today, it can be difficult to 
find a flag that is made in America. 
But the American flag is not just any 
product. It is our national symbol, and 
especially when it flies over Federal 
Government property, it ought to be 
made in America by Americans. 

I am proud that the Architect of the 
Capitol flies only American-made flags. 
When one of our constituents or a com-
munity organization receives a flag 
flown over the Capitol, they can be 
sure it was made in the U.S.A. 

When we see the American flag, it 
should remind us of American workers 
whose jobs are sometimes now being 
shipped overseas to countries with 
lower labor and worker safety protec-
tions. The American flag represents 
the values of our Nation, values that 
cannot be reconciled with the condi-
tions in many overseas factories. 

There is a lot we need to do to ensure 
that America retains the jobs that 
drive our economy. But as one step, if 
only a small symbolic step, let us as-
sure the American people that we will 

not fly imported American flags over 
Federal property. The flags we fly will 
be made by American workers in Amer-
ican factories. They will never be made 
in foreign sweatshops or by children. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
resolution. And I want to commend the 
gentleman from California for intro-
ducing it. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume, 
and I thank the gentleman from Cali-
fornia, and I do rise in support of House 
Resolution 1182, a sense of Congress 
that U.S. flags flown over Federal 
buildings should be made in the good 
old U.S.A. 

The flag represents our unity and 
strength to the rest of the world, and it 
is only fitting that U.S. flags flown 
over Federal buildings be a product of 
our own country’s labor and resources. 
Americans produce the best in the 
world when they put their minds to it, 
and it is entirely appropriate that the 
flag staffs on our Federal buildings be 
reserved for the best in the world, 
made right here in America. 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
thank the Speaker and Chairman CONYERS for 
bringing H. Res. 1182 to the floor today. This 
important resolution expresses the sense of 
the Congress that all American flags flown 
over Federal Government buildings and on 
Federal property should be made in the United 
States. 

The U.S. Census bureau estimates that 
$5.3 million worth of American flags were im-
ported from other countries in 2006, mostly 
from China. Even though U.S. law requires 
every flag be labeled with its ‘‘country of ori-
gin,’’ the figure of foreign-made American flags 
has steadily grown over the past few years. 
This is an absolute shame! I am glad that the 
office of the Architect of the Capitol has reas-
sured me that flags that we fly everyday over 
this very Capitol are proudly made in the 
United States. 

As we celebrated Independence Day last 
week, we were reminded that the American 
flag is much more than our national symbol. It 
embodies our courage, liberty, and justice. 
The flag reminds us each and every day of 
the blood that was shed so that we may enjoy 
our freedoms. So as we proudly fly the Stars 
and Stripes, we must ensure that they are 
homespun in the United States. I urge my col-
leagues to vote for H. Res. 1182. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of H. Res. 1182 intro-
duced by my distinguished colleague from 
California, Representative FILNER. This impor-
tant legislation seeks to express the sense of 
the House of Representatives that American 
flags flown on Federal Government buildings 
and on Federal property be made in the 
United States. 

On June 14, 1777, the Stars and Stripes 
were officially adopted as the national flag of 
the United States. Francis Scott Key was so 
inspired by the sight of the American flag still 
flying over Baltimore’s Fort McHenry after a 
British bombardment that he wrote the ‘‘Star- 
Spangled Banner’’ on September 14, 1814. 
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The American flag has 7 red and 6 white hori-
zontal stripes; these stripes represent the 13 
original States. 

The flag still has its field of blue, which rep-
resents the Union and contains 50 stars, one 
for each State. Many brave men and women 
have fought and died for the freedom that this 
flag represents. The sight of this banner brings 
feelings of joy, courage, pride, and unity for all 
Americans. Therefore, it should be the sense 
of the United States House of Representatives 
that all American flags flown over Federal 
buildings be entirely produced in the United 
States. 

For more than 200 years, the American flag 
has been the symbol of our Nation’s strength 
and unity. It’s been a source of pride and in-
spiration for millions of citizens. And the Amer-
ican Flag has been a prominent icon in our 
national history. On June 14, 1777, in order to 
establish an official flag for the new Nation, 
the Continental Congress passed the first Flag 
Act, ‘‘resolved that the flag of the United 
States be made of thirteen stripes, alternate 
red and white; that the Union be thirteen stars, 
white in a blue field, representing a new Con-
stellation.’’ 

Between 1777 and 1960, Congress passed 
several acts that changed the shape, design 
and arrangement of the flag and allowed for 
additional stars and stripes to be added to re-
flect the admission of each new state. Execu-
tive Order of President Eisenhower dated Jan-
uary 3, 1959—provided for the arrangement of 
the stars in seven rows of seven stars each, 
staggered horizontally and vertically. Executive 
Order of President Eisenhower dated August 
21, 1959—provided for the arrangement of the 
stars in nine rows of stars staggered hori-
zontally and eleven rows of stars staggered 
vertically which made official the design of the 
flag that we know today. 

Therefore, we should not reserve the right 
to make our Nation’s flag at home, where 
blood was shed by brave men who had a vi-
sion for a free country rooted in democracy 
and justice. Although we may outsource many 
things, I support that we preserve the integrity 
of the symbol that serves as the very essence 
of our national anthem. This anthem serves to 
remind us of the United States flag, also 
known as the Star-Spangled Banner, which 
waves over the land of the free and the home 
of the brave. When we rise to pledge alle-
giance to our country, we place our hand over 
our beating heart; then we sing the delicate 
notes of the Star-Spangled Banner, but most 
of all we fix our gaze upon our Nation’s flag. 
This time of reverence serves as a moment of 
introspection. Not until we fully come to grips 
with ourselves can we apply the wisdom that 
is needed to gather solutions for international 
issues. 

Our Nation was founded upon the principles 
of liberty, equality and justice, which are re-
flected by the symbol of our Nation’s flag. 
Therefore, I strongly support this powerful res-
olution that says that flags flown on Federal 
Government buildings and on Federal property 
be made in the United States. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this resolu-
tion. 

Mr. GOHMERT. I hope all my col-
leagues will join me in supporting this 
resolution. 

With that, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SCHIFF. I join my colleague 
from Texas in urging support of this 
measure, and yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
SCHIFF) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1182. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONORING THE DRUG ENFORCE-
MENT ADMINISTRATION ON ITS 
35TH ANNIVERSARY 
Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 369) 
honoring the men and women of the 
Drug Enforcement Administration on 
the occasion of its 35th anniversary. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The text of the concurrent resolution 
is as follows: 

H. CON. RES. 369 
Whereas the Drug Enforcement Adminis-

tration (DEA) was created by an Executive 
order on July 6, 1973, and merged the pre-
viously separate law enforcement and intel-
ligence agencies responsible for narcotics 
control; 

Whereas the first administrator of the 
DEA, John R. Bartels, Jr., was confirmed by 
the Senate on October 4, 1973; 

Whereas since 1973, the men and women of 
the DEA have served our Nation with cour-
age, vision, and determination, protecting 
all Americans from the scourge of drug traf-
ficking, drug abuse, and related violence; 

Whereas the DEA has adjusted and refined 
the tactics and methods by which it targets 
the most dangerous drug trafficking oper-
ations to bring to justice criminals such as 
New York City’s Nicky Barnes, key members 
of the infamous Colombian Medellin cartel, 
Thai warlord Khun Sa, several members of 
the Mexican Arellano-Felix organization, Af-
ghan terrorist Haji Baz Mohammad, and 
international arms dealer Viktor Bout; 

Whereas throughout its 35 years, the DEA 
has continually adapted to the evolving 
trends of drug trafficking organizations by 
aggressively targeting organizations in-
volved in the growing, manufacturing, and 
distribution of such substances as mari-
juana, cocaine, heroin, methamphetamine, 
Ecstasy, and controlled prescription drugs; 

Whereas in its 227 domestic offices in 21 
field divisions, the DEA continues to 
strengthen and enhance existing relation-
ships with Federal, State, and local counter-
parts in every State in the Union to combat 
drug trafficking; 

Whereas in this decade alone, DEA special 
agents have seized over 5,500 kilograms of 
heroin; 650,000 kilograms of cocaine; 2,300,000 
kilograms of marijuana; 13,000 kilograms of 
methamphetamine; almost 80,000,000 dosage 
units of hallucinogens; and made over 240,000 
arrests; 

Whereas in its 87 foreign offices in 63 coun-
tries, the DEA has the largest international 

presence of any Federal law enforcement 
agency; 

Whereas its personnel continue to collabo-
rate closely with international partners 
around the globe, including in such drug-pro-
ducing countries as Colombia, Mexico, Af-
ghanistan, and Thailand; 

Whereas the results of this international 
collaboration in this decade alone have led 
to the indictments of 63 leaders, members, 
and associates of the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia, a designated foreign ter-
rorist organization, as well as 144 arrests and 
detainments of narcotics traffickers for vio-
lations of Afghan and United States nar-
cotics laws and terrorist-related offenses; 

Whereas through the creation of the Diver-
sion Control Program in 1971, the DEA now 
registers and regulates over 1,200,000 reg-
istrants, while simultaneously combating 
the continually-evolving threat posed by the 
diversion of controlled pharmaceuticals; 

Whereas the DEA continues to hit drug 
traffickers financially, where it hurts the 
most, denying drug trafficking organizations 
$3,500,000,000 in fiscal year 2007 alone, exceed-
ing their 5-year goal of $3,000,000,000 annually 
by fiscal year 2009; 

Whereas DEA special agents continue to 
work shoulder-to-shoulder with Federal, 
State, and local law enforcement officials 
throughout the Nation in a cooperative ef-
fort to put drug traffickers behind bars; 

Whereas throughout its history, many 
DEA employees and members of the agency’s 
task forces have given their lives in the line 
of duty, including: Charles Archie Wood, 
Stafford E. Beckett, Joseph W. Floyd, Bert 
S. Gregory, James T. Williams, Louis L. 
Marks, James E. Brown, James R. Kerrigan, 
John W. Crozier, Spencer Stafford, Andrew 
P. Sanderson, Anker M. Bangs, Wilson M. 
Shee, Mansel R. Burrell, Hector Jordan, 
Gene A. Clifton, Frank Tummillo, Richard 
Heath, Jr., George F. White, Emir Benitez, 
Gerald Sawyer, Leslie S. Grosso, Nickolas 
Fragos, Mary M. Keehan, Charles H. Mann, 
Anna Y. Mounger, Anna J. Pope, Martha D. 
Skeels, Mary P. Sullivan, Larry D. Wallace, 
Ralph N. Shaw, James T. Lunn, Octavio Gon-
zalez, Francis J. Miller, Robert C. Lightfoot, 
Thomas J. Devine, Larry N. Carwell, 
Marcellus Ward, Enrique S. Camarena, 
James A. Avant, Charles M. Bassing, Kevin 
L. Brosch, Susan M. Hoefler, William Ramos, 
Raymond J. Stastny, Arthur L. Cash, Terry 
W. McNett, George M. Montoya, Paul S. 
Seema, Everett E. Hatcher, Rickie C. Finley, 
Joseph T. Aversa, Wallie Howard, Jr., Eu-
gene T. McCarthy, Alan H. Winn, George D. 
Althouse, Becky L. Dwojeski, Stephen J. 
Strehl, Juan C. Vars, Jay W. Seale, Meredith 
Thompson, Frank S. Wallace, Jr., Frank 
Fernandez, Jr., Kenneth G. McCullough, 
Carrol June Fields, Rona L. Chafey, Shelly 
D. Bland, Carrie A. Lenz, Shaun E. Curl, 
Royce D. Tramel, Alice Faye Hall-Walton, 
Elton Armstead, Larry Steilen, Terry 
Loftus, Jay Balchunas, and Richard E. Fass; 

Whereas many other DEA employees and 
task force officers have been wounded or in-
jured in the line of duty; and 

Whereas over 9,000 employees of the DEA, 
including special agents, intelligence ana-
lysts, diversion investigators, program ana-
lysts, forensic chemists, attorneys, and ad-
ministrative support, along with over 2,000 
task force officers, and over 2,000 vetted for-
eign officers, work tirelessly to hunt down 
and bring to justice the drug trafficking car-
tels that seek to poison our citizens with 
dangerous narcotics: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 
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