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his wife of over 38 years, Linda. He was 
a loving father to his two sons, Brad 
and Warren Junior. He was a loving 
brother to Fred Davis and his cousin 
Harold Martin. And of course his moth-
er, his father and his entire beloved 
family mourns this hour. 

But let me just say, Mr. Speaker, 
that not only his family mourns, his 
immediate family, for this young man 
touched many lives. In his community 
of South Lake, Texas, he played such 
an important role as a community 
leader, for Warren not only gave to his 
family, but he gave to his extended 
family and his entire community. He 
served on the school board of South 
Lake from 1993 to 1996. He was a mem-
ber of the Red Creek Community Asso-
ciation. As a matter of fact, he served 
as its president. He was also a member 
of the very elite community group 
called the Dragons Council. It was no 
ordinary group, for this is an elite fan- 
based booster group for the young peo-
ple in that community and supported 
the South Lake teams. 

To show you a measure of his com-
mitment, over the many years Warren 
G. Davis never missed a single game. 
He gave so much of his life to this com-
munity. 

Warren Davis and I go back from the 
very beginning of our college careers. 
He has been a friend for over 45 years 
to me, Mr. Speaker, for in 1963 we both 
went to Florida A&M University where 
this young man was also my college 
roommate for 4 years. We pledged fra-
ternity together, the Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity; oh, did he love Alpha Phi 
Alpha, and we pledged the Beta Nu 
Chapter. We affectionately referred to 
ourselves as the 12 disciples. But War-
ren Davis was the enforcer of our 
group. He was the glue that kept us to-
gether. He learned very early to work 
with different people. He not only was 
there as a fraternity person, but also 
worked early in the student movement 
when we had the task of integrating 
many of the public facilities in Talla-
hassee, Florida, as we matriculated 
through Florida A&M University. 

When he left Florida A&M, he started 
a very distinguished career in the com-
puter field as one of the foremost Afri-
can-American executives with the IBM 
corporation, working as an executive 
in the management and the market 
and the accounting areas, and paving 
the way for other African Americans to 
be able to follow in his footsteps. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a great American 
and one who was humble and humbled 
himself before God and understood not 
only who he was but whose he was. 

And so I just want to rise this after-
noon to say these few words about my 
great friend, my good friend, Warren 
Davis. Let me just say in conclusion, 
Mr. Speaker, that Warren Davis fought 
the good fight. Warren Davis finished 
his course, and Warren Davis kept the 
faith. And henceforth there is put up 

for him a crown of righteousness which 
the Lord, that righteous judge, has 
made available to Warren G. Davis, and 
so many people both near and far all 
across the breadth and the scope of 
America collectively say we thank God 
for sending Warren G. Davis our way. 

f 

HONORING DR. MICHAEL DEBAKEY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
tonight to honor Dr. Michael DeBakey, 
the father of modern cardiovascular 
surgery, and for me a personal hero. 
Dr. DeBakey passed away Friday night 
in Houston at the age of 99. Michael 
DeBakey, a giant among men and a 
giant in medicine. His death is a tre-
mendous loss to the fields of medicine, 
science, and technology. It is a great 
loss for humanity at-large. 

Mr. Speaker, there are certain privi-
leges that come with being a servant 
here in the people’s House. For me, one 
of those privileges was meeting Dr. 
DeBakey. After working months to se-
cure the Congressional Gold Medal for 
the great doctor, I had the chance to 
sit down with him here in Washington 
in April right after it was awarded to 
him. For 30 minutes, we were able to 
discuss his personal and professional 
experiences over his 60 years in medi-
cine. It was a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity for which I am eternally grate-
ful. 

He talked about how Congress had 
been responsible for the advancement 
of medical science in this country, how 
Congress had led the way with funding 
for the National Institutes of Health. 
He talked about his experiences going 
over and treating Boris Yeltsin in the 
Soviet Union when he was suffering 
from heart disease, and Dr. DeBakey 
found just on the basis purely on phys-
ical examine that the individual was 
quite anemic as well, which rendered 
his outlook for cardiovascular surgery 
much worse. They treated the anemia, 
and the rest, as they say, is history. 

As a fellow physician, Dr. DeBakey’s 
work on medical advancements is leg-
endary. His dedication to healing those 
around him came not only from his tal-
ents as a physician, but his ongoing 
commitment to the larger medical 
community. 

His motto, as we heard others men-
tion today, was always ‘‘strive for 
nothing less than excellence.’’ 

I would be remiss if I did not mention 
the education and the entrepreneurial 
spirit that made him worthy of one of 
the Nation’s highest honors, the Con-
gressional Gold Medal. Let me share 
some of his accomplishments. 

While in medical school, Dr. 
DeBakey developed the roller pump 
which later became the major compo-
nent in the heart-lung machine that is 

used in open heart surgery routinely 
today. It was truly a visionary change. 

His service and subsequent work in 
the Surgeon General’s office during 
World War II led to the development of 
the Mobile Army Surgical Hospital, the 
so-called MASH unit. Without Dr. 
DeBakey, we wouldn’t have those for-
ward surgical teams that go into com-
bat areas and provide vital care to our 
soldiers in that golden hour after in-
jury. 

This medical trailblazer also helped 
establish the specialized medical and 
surgical center system for treating 
military personnel returning home 
from war which we know as the Vet-
erans Administration Medical Center. 

But it was at the Methodist Hospital 
in Houston where Dr. DeBakey per-
formed many of his groundbreaking 
surgeries, including the first removal 
of a carotid artery blockage. He also 
performed the first coronary artery by-
pass graft, and some of the first heart 
transplants in this country as well. 

He served as adviser to every Presi-
dent of the United States for the last 50 
years. Think of that, every President 
for the last 50 years depended on Dr. 
Michael DeBakey for medical advice. 
Additionally, he has given advice to 
heads of state throughout the world. 

During his professional surgical ca-
reer, he performed more than 60,000 
cardiovascular procedures, and trained 
thousands of surgeons who practice 
around the world today. Today, his 
name is affixed to any number of orga-
nizations, centers of learning, and 
projects devoted to medical education 
and health education for the general 
public. This includes the National Li-
brary of Medicine, which is now the 
world’s largest and most prestigious re-
pository of medical archives. The col-
lections there house resources that ac-
tually I look at several times a week as 
I prepare for committee hearings. 

Dr. DeBakey’s contributions to medi-
cine, his breakthrough surgeries, and 
his innovative devices have completely 
transformed our view of the human 
body and our view of longevity on this 
planet. The United States, and indeed 
the world, were fortunate to have this 
medical pioneer for as long as we did. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great sorrow 
that I come to the floor tonight, but it 
is also with great honor that I once 
again share Dr. DeBakey with this au-
gust body. Time Magazine honored him 
as the Man of the Year several years 
ago. Indeed he was, a man for the ages 
and the Man of the Year. 

f 

U.S. TROOP DEPLOYMENT 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, just 10 
days ago we celebrated the 4th of July 
because on that day in 1776, we first de-
clared our Nation’s independence and 
sovereignty. 
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