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Bush signed into law just last Decem-
ber was an act that was part of the en-
ergy bill, the energy package, that said 
we are going to make a difference in 
this country by investing in America’s 
future. We will provide 10 million jobs 
in green technology if our government 
steps up to the plate. 

Now we are asking for that appro-
priation for $125 million to help create, 
and, I think, minimally, 10 million 
jobs, that will be reaped across this 
country that will secure our energy se-
curity here at home. It will also send a 
steep message to many nonbelievers 
across the country that we mean busi-
ness, that we are actually going to 
keep these jobs here, that these jobs 
won’t be outsourced, that they won’t 
be going to China and India and Indo-
nesia and even to Mexico, because we 
are going to make an investment here. 

It’s, very simply, trying to set a 
precedent here to provide opportunities 
for people to get retrained or to get 
into new technology, into are renew-
able energy, into biofuels, and into cre-
ating solar panels. Those manufac-
turing jobs that we knew as blue-collar 
workers that my father as a teamster 
and other people in my district rep-
resented, could be retooled to help pro-
vide and incentivize our economy by 
keeping those jobs here at home. 

No more of this minimum-wage jobs, 
but providing good, sustainable, 
liveable-wage jobs for working men and 
women and people that could rely on 
this to raise a family, not in the state 
that we are in right now, where you 
have a single head of household, a 
woman, in many cases, that’s working 
three jobs just to make that rent, just 
to make that electricity bill, just to 
get that extra gallon of gas to get to 
her job. Those are things that we know 
are resonating right now with our con-
stituents, and they demand a change. 

It isn’t just enough to say that we 
are going to lower the energy costs, 
they have to have a good-paying job to 
provide for all those commodities, lux-
uries that they need to keep their fam-
ily going. 
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And one best way of doing it is by 

jump-starting the economy and by sup-
porting the Green Jobs Act, something 
that the Senate and also the House 
passed again that was signed into law 
in December. We need $125 million to 
help jump-start that program. 

I want to illustrate something here, a 
picture of some youngsters who were 
actually installing on a roof, who had 
just completed a project in Oakland, 
California, who were trained in a pro-
gram, who went through an apprentice-
ship program that was done in a pri-
vate and public partnership. It was to 
help install solar panels and to retrofit 
them in some of our oldest buildings in 
very dilapidated parts of our country. 

What an incentive that would be to 
help to jump-start our communities 

and to revitalize those communities 
that have been left behind by the man-
ufacturing jobs that went to other 
countries but also to incentivize those 
places that have high unemployment 
like in Oakland, like in East Los Ange-
les, like in the Bronx, like in Little Ha-
vana in Florida. These places need re-
lief, and the government has an obliga-
tion to help provide an incentive, 
working closely, hand in hand, with 
private industry. 

The reason I say that is that I know 
it works, and it’s working right now in 
an obscure place in my district in East 
Los Angeles. The LA Unified School 
District, which doesn’t always get hon-
ors for many things that they do, has 
invested in a program out of the East 
LA Skills Center to help retrain indi-
viduals. The majority of those who are 
participating right now happen to be 
middle-aged people who are saying, ‘‘I 
need to get retrained into a better pay-
ing job, a job that’s going to help me in 
the rest of my life and in my retire-
ment.’’ They’re taking that challenge; 
they’re going through training, and 
they’re being offered jobs. 

One of the dilemmas that we’re fac-
ing right now is that we don’t have an 
adequate workforce available to fill all 
of these potential jobs. I say: Why? 
Why should we go outside and bring 
people in when we need to make those 
investments here in the United States 
and in Los Angeles? 

So, Mr. Speaker, I would just like to 
say and would like to urge my col-
leagues to support the Green Jobs Act 
and to provide that infusion of $125 
million that will act as a stimulus 
package for our economy. 

f 

NEW TRENDS IN THE GROWING 
AFGHAN DRUG ECONOMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. KIRK) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, with the in-
creasing number of cross-border at-
tacks in Afghanistan that are coming 
from the Waziristan region of Paki-
stan, it is more important than ever to 
develop a complete picture of where al 
Qaeda and the Taliban terrorists are 
hiding and especially of how they are 
funded. 

Last month, the Defense Department 
finally recognized what many of us in 
the Congress have been saying for 
years. The report states: ‘‘Narcotics-re-
lated activities are fueling the insur-
gency in Afghanistan and, if left un-
checked, threaten the long-term sta-
bility of the country and the sur-
rounding region.’’ It continues: ‘‘The 
emerging nexus between narcotics traf-
fickers and the insurgency is clear. 
Narcotics traffickers provide revenue 
and arms to the Taliban while the 
Taliban provides protection to growers 
and traffickers and keep the govern-

ment from interfering with their ac-
tivities.’’ In short, the Taliban has be-
come a fully functioning, South Asian 
narco-terrorist organization, pro-
tecting the source of 92 percent of the 
world’s opium. 

Production is so high now that the 
price is dropping after years of record 
crops. Never one to ignore market 
forces, Afghan drug kingpins are now 
expanding into new illicit markets, and 
they have become the major supplier of 
the global cannabis and hashish mar-
kets. 

Now, Morocco used to be the tradi-
tional main source for hashish in the 
world, but that is rapidly changing. 
Morocco has been marginalized in 
favor of Afghanistan. According to the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime, Morocco used to be the source 
of 31 percent of the world’s hashish, but 
by 2006, the number dwindled to just 18 
percent. 

In contrast, the U.N. now reports 
that cannabis cultivation in Afghani-
stan has more than doubled since 2004. 
In 2004, 30,000 hectares were under cul-
tivation. In 2007, that number had risen 
to 70,000, much of which is protected 
and nurtured by the Taliban as their 
new source of income. 

U.N. figures also show that cannabis 
cultivation is surging in Taliban 
strongholds, including in the 
Kandahar, Uruzgan, Paktika, Zabol, 
and Helmand Provinces. If the Great 
Plains are the breadbasket of America, 
then these Afghan Provinces make up 
the production heartland of the inter-
national narcotics trade. 

The U.N. report also notes that, in 
these southern provinces, all of the 
farmers growing poppy and now can-
nabis pay taxes of, roughly, 10 percent 
of revenues to antigovernment ele-
ments, including to the Taliban and to 
al Qaeda. Taliban presence is highest in 
the provinces with the greatest drug 
production, and violence follows wher-
ever the Taliban is present. 

In the heroin heartland of the 
Helmand Province, the bloodshed is 
dramatically higher than in all other 
Afghan provinces. Militants launch an 
attack every 32 hours in Helmand, 
compared to just one attack every 3 or 
4 days in the rest of the country or just 
one attack a week in Kabul. 

The shift demonstrates that it’s time 
for the United States and for our NATO 
allies to take a stronger stand against 
the narcotics trade of Afghanistan. 
Even the Defense Department now ac-
knowledges a clear link between drug 
trafficking and terrorist financing, a 
concept that used to be very controver-
sial in Afghanistan, but that is now 
clear. 

Of course, in Colombia, we learned 
that drugs and terrorism must be 
fought simultaneously. In Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, we must take the lessons 
learned in Colombia to understand that 
counterterrorism programs will not 
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work unless there is also an effective 
counternarcotics program to eliminate 
the Taliban’s source of money. 

Mr. Speaker, while partisan feelings 
in the House surround the mission in 
Iraq, the challenges of the Afghan mis-
sion are overshadowed. The Afghan war 
is sometimes described as the ‘‘good 
war’’ or as the ‘‘bipartisan war’’ or as 
the ‘‘war that our allies support.’’ It is 
certainly true that our forces in Af-
ghanistan enjoy stronger support from 
the American people and from our al-
lies overseas. While we have a NATO 
command in Afghanistan, our strong 
allied support for this mission should 
not blind us to the growing problems 
and dangers emerging for our troops. 

The reality is this: Heroin has fi-
nanced the resurgence of al Qaeda and 
the Taliban, and they have now found a 
new source of money—hashish and can-
nabis—which provide, in our estimate, 
hundreds of millions of dollars to fi-
nance terror. The lessons of FARC’s de-
cline in Colombia are clear: To wipe 
out terror, you have to attack its in-
come. In both Colombia and Afghani-
stan, that income comes from nar-
cotics. 

f 

ENERGY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BARTON) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

We are going to do something a little 
bit differently this evening on the 
House floor. We have a 1-hour Special 
Order of the minority and a 1-hour Spe-
cial Order of the majority. The minor-
ity leader and the Speaker have agreed 
to combine those two Special Orders so 
that both sides can participate in the 
debate about energy policy. I will be 
leading the minority side, and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
ALTMIRE) is going to be leading the ma-
jority side. 

In the first hour, it is my under-
standing that I will control time for 
both sides, and in the second hour, the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania will con-
trol the time for both sides. We are 
going to try to operate in such a fash-
ion of cooperation which, I think, will 
be refreshing in this Chamber so that 
both sides end up, at the end of the 2- 
hour period, with equal amounts of 
time. 

In Special Orders, you don’t yield for 
specific amounts of time, so what we’re 
going to attempt to do, between look-
ing at the two clocks that are publicly 
visible and between the staff members 
who have clocks, is to make sure that 
we balance the time out. 

So, before we get started in the ac-
tual substantive debate, I’d be happy to 

yield to my good friend from Pennsyl-
vania for whatever introductory re-
marks he wishes to make about the 
procedure. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. I thank the gen-
tleman from Texas. 

It is my understanding that this for-
mat has not been attempted since the 
1990s, under Speaker Gingrich. So this 
is a recent historical event that we’re 
engaged in here, and I really to do ap-
preciate the gentleman and the ability 
to work with him, and I appreciate the 
gentleman from Georgia and others for 
talking about energy prices and gas 
prices. That is what we’re going to do 
over the course of the next 2 hours. 

Again, just to lay the ground rules, 
because it is a Special Order, all time 
in the first hour will flow through the 
gentleman from Texas. All time in the 
second hour will flow through our side, 
but we want this to be an engaging dis-
cussion where we yield back and forth 
and ask questions and inquire of each 
other. 

We’re going to keep this above board. 
This is not a game of gotcha. This is to 
have a legitimate, honest discussion 
about energy prices, about the drilling 
issue, about the speculation issue, and 
about the Strategic Petroleum Re-
serve. 

On our side, we’re going to be joined 
by Members who have engaged on this 
issue, such as Chairman RAHALL of the 
Natural Resources Committee. Chair-
man RAHALL is going to talk about the 
68 million acres of land that are avail-
able, an issue that we know about, and 
that will come up. BART STUPAK of 
Michigan, Congressman STUPAK, is 
going to talk about the speculation 
issue along with Congressman MURPHY 
from Connecticut. We’re going to have 
Congressman HALL from New York, 
who is going to talk about the Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve. Others are 
welcome, who may be watching this as 
we speak, to join us throughout the 
evening. 

Those are generally the issues that 
we’re going to talk about, so I really do 
appreciate the gentleman from Texas 
for yielding the time. We’re going to 
keep this on a balanced level over the 
next 2 hours, generally an hour on our 
side and an hour on the Republican 
side. I look forward to the discussion. 

So, at this time, I will yield back to 
the gentleman from Texas. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. I thank my 
friend from Pennsylvania. 

I am going to yield myself such time 
as I may consume. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, we have before us, 
as we have this debate on the floor of 
the House of Representatives, a very 
serious situation. We have energy 
prices worldwide, certainly, but in the 
United States of America, specifically, 
we have energy prices that have gone 
up quite a bit in the last several years. 

If you will look here, you will see 
that, in February of 2007, as to the 

price of unleaded gasoline at the pump, 
the national average was $2.30 a gallon. 
By the end of June of this year, it was 
at $4.07. The numbers that were given 
to me this afternoon when I got off the 
airplane show that, today, it closed at 
$4.11 a gallon for gasoline, which is a 
record. For diesel, it’s about $4.82 a gal-
lon. 

If you will look at natural gas prices, 
which are used both in industry and to 
heat our homes in the winter and to 
cook our food year round, in February 
of last year, for 1,000 cubic feet of nat-
ural gas, it was $6.60. By June, it was 
up to, which was the average nation-
ally, $10.21. We expect that, by this fall, 
the average national price is going to 
be $12 for 1,000 cubic feet. 

Now, if we sit here in the United 
States and do nothing, these prices are 
going to stay where they are and are 
going to go higher. The good news is 
that we have more domestic energy re-
sources in this country than in any 
other country in the world. 

To just give a comparison, on this 
chart here, the purple and the green 
and the blue are the amount of oil im-
ports on an average basis per day that 
we’re importing from three of our larg-
est sources of imports. You can see 
that, from Nigeria, we’re getting ap-
proximately 1 million barrels a day, 
from Venezuela, about 1,250,000 barrels 
a day and, from Saudi Arabia, about 
1,500,000 barrels a day of oil. 

The orange bar, or the red bar, to the 
right shows the estimates from the 
Minerals Management Service, the 
most recent estimates of the amount of 
domestic energy supply that could be 
produced at today’s prices and with to-
day’s technology. If we were to produce 
in the Outer Continental Shelf, in the 
areas that are currently off limits but 
that we think could be produced in 
terms of a drilling program, that, by 
itself, equals the amount of imports 
from Saudi Arabia. 

b 2015 

If we add the Alaska National Wild-
life Reserve, which we’re going to talk 
about in some detail, that will be an-
other approximately 750,000 to 1 mil-
lion barrels a day. 

And then one of the big ones that we 
really haven’t done too much about is 
our shale oil reserves. We have 2 tril-
lion barrels of shale oil in this country, 
and if we were to produce that, we 
think within the next 5 to 10 years we 
could have almost 2 million, maybe 3 
million barrels of production just from 
that. Then if you add the tar sands, 
you add coal-to-liquids—which there’s 
a lot of bipartisan support on the floor 
on both sides of the aisle—our heavy 
oil reserves, and then our C02 recovery 
with C02 injection into depleted oil 
fields, if you add all of those up, that’s 
10 million barrels a day equivalent of 
production that we could have in the 
United States of America. 
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