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They can certainly serve as role models 
to each of us. 

Furthermore, the Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority is dedicated to service. Cur-
rently, members are actively involved 
in a voter education and registration 
drive in order to mobilize Americans 
for the upcoming general election. 
They are also implementing the Ex-
traordinary Service Program Plat-
forms with activities dedicated to im-
proving the living standards within the 
Black community, creating opportuni-
ties for women entrepreneurs, assisting 
Black families and improving the men-
tal and physical health of local com-
munities. 

I am enormously proud to welcome 
members of the Delaware chapter of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha, along with many 
of their sisters, to Washington, DC, for 
their 100th anniversary celebration. 

With this important anniversary in 
mind, the women of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
are to be commended and applauded for 
their leadership in communities across 
America, their commitment to service 
and the outstanding character that 
they personify. 

f 

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid- 
June, I asked Idahoans to share with 
me how high energy prices are affect-
ing their lives, and they responded by 
the hundreds. The stories, numbering 
over 1,000, are heartbreaking and 
touching. To respect their efforts, I am 
submitting every e-mail sent to me 
through energylprices@crapo.senate 
.gov to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 
This is not an issue that will be easily 
resolved, but it is one that deserves im-
mediate and serious attention, and Ida-
hoans deserve to be heard. Their sto-
ries not only detail their struggles to 
meet everyday expenses but also have 
suggestions and recommendations as to 
what Congress can do now to tackle 
this problem and find solutions that 
last beyond today. I ask unanimous 
consent to have today’s letters printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Hello Mike, One of your comments on the 
topic hit home with me—the fact that, due 
to the size of our state, Idahoans are being 
left with few options in the face of higher 
gasoline prices. That is, sadly, my personal 
case. 

I have the good fortune to be employed in 
Moscow for the University of Idaho. My 
home is up near Sandpoint. It is more than 
a commute distance, but I do get to go home 
on the weekends—a two-hour drive through, 
as I’m sure you’re aware, some of the 
loveliest country anywhere. It is also twice 
as expensive now as it was when I joined the 
University in 2003. 

Sure, I would love an alternative. But pop-
ulation density in our state does not allow 
light rail to be competitive, public transpor-
tation on that route runs only between such, 

ah, urban centers as Desmet and Hayden. 
(That would be greater metropolitan 
Desmet. If you go through there, do not 
blink.) 

In short, we are stuck. Along the way, I’ve 
been noticing quite a few more cars parked 
near the highway than I used to. Big ones— 
Tahoes and Suburbans and other 4WD mon-
sters too uneconomical to run under the new 
energy regime. Cars that offered their own-
ers a measure of safety during the Idaho win-
ters, and you are aware of what the last one 
was like. (By the way, it snowed in Moscow 
on the 10th of June. I am not kidding.) 

What we are compromising with here in 
the name of economy is safety. There aren’t 
really any numbers to describe that sort of 
choice, but it is not unusual in the transpor-
tation arena. Mandating a higher mileage re-
quirement for domestic automobiles, for ex-
ample, runs straight into the safety issue. I’d 
like people in D.C., to be aware that SUVs 
aren’t necessarily useless affectations, and 
that choosing an alternative is not quite as 
easy out here as it is, say, to hop a train on 
the Boston-Atlanta metropolitan axis. 

What to do? Well, it is generally good guid-
ance to advise the government to get the 
heck out of the way in circumstances such as 
these. That means reviewing and discarding 
out-of-date environmental restrictions, for 
one. Can we really believe in this age of nu-
clear fuel re-processing that we still need to 
have swimming pools full of poisonous spent 
rods when something practical might be 
done with them? Silliness. It needs to be re-
viewed and corrected. It means not man-
dating nationwide speed restrictions when 
region A has different requirements than re-
gion B. It means stopping every state from 
mandating different gasoline formulae so 
that the refineries have to guess what and 
how much to make for where, when. That 
drives up their cost in the meantime. I’d love 
the government to ‘‘encourage’’ private re-
search into alternate energy, largely by re-
fraining from over-regulation. 

Sure, I’d love a cheap, government-sub-
sidized train ride from Moscow to the Cana-
dian border, but I simply cannot coun-
tenance robbing my fellow citizens to pay for 
it. If it cannot stand on its own, let it be. 

What I want most of all is for the govern-
ment to stop flapping mindlessly to the 
gassy wind coming from the global warming 
hucksters. Just because it is an inter-
national political enthusiasm does not make 
it backed by valid science. And if we are 
going to clobber our economy in an effort to 
choke off carbon dioxide, of all things, we 
really ought to do so based on something 
other than computer modeling with more as-
sumptions than data backing it. The govern-
ment can say ‘‘no’’ to that sort of garbage 
but if it says ‘‘yes’’ it better be ready to pay 
for the damage. And not, I hope, with my 
money. Thanks for letting me vent, Mike. 

TIM, Moscow. 

SENATOR CRAPO. Thank you for the oppor-
tunity to voice my opinion and state my 
case in this situation. 

Oil is the fuel of democracy, and there is 
no other natural resource available at this 
time that can replace it. None. I am con-
vinced that unless the Congress acts now, 
they will be harnessed by the undertakers of 
historical fact with sabotaging our once-vi-
brant and globally-dominant economy with 
fuel prices that will cripple our ability to re-
main competitive at home and abroad. 

[Conservatives] have a real opportunity to 
take this issue and own it. I cannot fathom 
a capitalist democracy offering up to inves-

tigate the profits of private industry when 
the government themselves are the only ones 
clearly guilty of benefiting from a windfall 
profit. By definition, a windfall profit is ben-
efiting from a market occurrence you had 
nothing to do with. The government has 
nothing to do with the profitability of these 
oil companies, but benefits by levying the 
taxes and regulations. 

Here’s an Idahoan’s approach to solving 
this: 

1. Suspend the federal taxes immediately— 
this will not fix a thing, but will give a brief 
reprieve while you approve more domestic 
oil exploration. 

2. Immediately announce that all [conserv-
atives] will unite to pursue immediate off 
shore drilling, on shore drilling and espe-
cially drilling in remote locations such as 
the ANWR. 

3. Stop corn subsidies to the corn growers 
for ethanol that has proven to be a political 
hay-making machine. I see right through 
this pandering to the early caucus and pri-
mary states, and it is wrong. It does not 
bring down the cost of fuel. 

4. Approve more refineries to handle the 
flow of crude from our own wells and pipe-
lines. 

5. Explain to the American public why Iraq 
fuel is not flowing here yet in an amount 
that would benefit both nations. 

6. Approve more clean energy like nuclear 
fuel and get Yucca Mountain open. 

7. Approve more clean coal-burning power 
stations in the West. Look at the Navajo Na-
tion!!!! 

Most level-headed like-minded Americans 
will follow your lead in the pursuit of patri-
otic exploration of oil in our country. We 
need it. It has been long enough since we last 
cared about the state of our country in pre-
serving our economy so we can preserve our 
country and way of life. 

I love my way of life and wasted about five 
minutes calculating my [carbon] footprint 
on some website. I found out what I already 
knew—my carbon footprint was ten times 
larger than the average world citizen. Well, 
no news flash—the average Idahoan produces 
ten times more benefit to the world than the 
average world citizen. That is what makes 
Idaho great, and I love my state! 

Get out front of this wave of frustration 
and cash in on the patriotic exploration of 
domestic oil. We will support you. I hate de-
pending on politicians—but I have no choice 
on this one. I am depending on you to get 
something fixed. 

BEN. 

DEAR SENATOR CRAPO. Lowering the price 
of gasoline will not solve the current crisis 
for our country. If, by legislation, we were 
able to gain another source within our coun-
try, Americans would return to complacency 
and fail again to conserve. I believe a better 
use of legislative power is this: 

Actually ask Americans to conserve what 
we have. 

Support those many innovative people now 
researching alternative fuel (cooking oil, 
peanut butter, soybeans, hydrogen, what-
ever) for a sensible, quick and urgent solu-
tion—with the same fervor that went into 
the race to be first on the moon. 

Offer incentives to car manufacturers to 
discontinue gas hogs, or provide an economi-
cal conversion option for existing engines; 
and to begin consistent production of hybrid 
vehicles with stellar mileage capacity on 
these alternate fuels. 

Reduce dependence upon oil and gas from 
all sources, whether from unfriendly nations 
or from our own reserves. 
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Thank you for asking. 

BJ, Post Falls. 

To Whom It May Concern: The energy 
prices are of great concern to our family. We 
budget very conscientiously and always 
spend less than we make and try our best to 
pay down our mortgage and invest regularly. 
Our budget for gasoline has had to double 
over the past two years from $150/month to 
$300/month. We are a one-income family, and 
my husband commutes 50 miles round trip to 
work every day. 

Due to the housing market, moving closer 
to work would cost us even more over a five 
to ten-year period, since the value of our 
house has decreased and the value of housing 
near his work has managed to stay pretty 
level. Not to mention that we like where we 
live and do not want to move. We have a 
very low fixed interest rate in our current 
mortgage as well. 

As a result of the increasing costs, even 
camping, as a family vacation, is becoming 
cost-prohibitive. To manage the increase so 
far, we have reduced our travel plans and cut 
some from our regular savings and invest-
ment budget. However, with the concurrent 
grocery price increases and overall inflation, 
I foresee further cuts across the board for 
our budget as our costs rise and income stays 
the same. 

Unlike the government, gas pumps, gro-
cery stores, etc., we have no one to pass 
along our ‘‘cost increase’’ to. We have to 
make do with what we have. 

I am infuriated that we allow other coun-
tries to drill offshore and yet not ourselves. 
The U.S. would run a cleaner and more effi-
cient operation offshore than any of the 
other countries we currently encourage to 
work there. I am also a supporter of nuclear 
energy and think we need to keep building 
refineries for oil, concurrently with nuclear 
energy plants and other energy sources. 

I often look at the policies that are being 
proposed and it is difficult not to believe the 
conspiracy theories that there are many in 
power who want Americans to suffer, who 
want the dollar’s value to keep plummeting, 
who want energy prices to soar for their own 
political ends. 

I hope my story and my opinion help in 
your research. 

Blessings, 
LORNA, Boise. 

SENATOR CRAPO, I recently completed a 
complete analysis of sources of alternative 
energy at my ranch in Swan Valley, Idaho. 
Fuel and energy costs are now so prohibitive 
that we cannot sustain our business without 
passing on those costs or we will have to face 
the prospect of just shutting down. I looked 
at wind, water, bio gas and solar and, ini-
tially, I did not consider the capital costs re-
quired to install them. I used actual history 
for electricity and propane usage over the 
past couple of years. We raise beef cattle and 
registered horses, so I have plenty of possible 
methane production; we have a pretty con-
stant canyon wind, especially in the sum-
mer; and we have a large stream that borders 
the property and it has a high flow rate in 
the spring and early summer. I carefully es-
timated wind days, solar days, flow volumes 
and efficient, but realistic manure collec-
tion. What I found was that for about $300,000 
to $500,000 of capital, I could cover no more 
than 30 percent of my annual electricity and 
propane needs! I didn’t even start on my die-
sel and gasoline requirements. My conclu-
sion from this analysis is that we must uti-
lize oil, coal and nuclear power to continue 

to provide the majority of our energy re-
quirements in this country long into the fu-
ture. It is not just our economy that we need 
to worry about, but the very fabric of our so-
ciety is at stake! Renewable energy is a curi-
osity and may help in small amounts in lo-
calized applications, but it is obvious to me 
that you cannot take small net energy 
sources and produce big net energy sources 
from them. Be concerned about ethanol and 
bio diesel for that very reason. We need to 
stop this anal conservation lunacy and uti-
lize our natural resources to solve our en-
ergy problem! Absolutely, we need to take 
care of the environment, but we cannot af-
ford to pay these prices (especially as the 
money goes directly to the Middle East to 
fund our enemies!). The solution to the prob-
lem is obvious—why cannot we set aside po-
litical posturing and get this done??? 

KEN, Swan Valley. 

I consider Idaho my home. I love the state, 
the out of doors and, most of all, the people. 
I have lived here for over ten years having 
moved here from Bend, Oregon. My career 
has taken me all over the world. I have lived 
or traveled through 39 countries in the last 
twenty years prior to moving here, and there 
is nowhere else I would rather live. Pres-
ently, I live 45 miles north of Boise, near 
New Plymouth. 

For a number of years, I worked for 
Woodgrain Millwork as manager of one of 
their testing and coatings sections. When 
that closed, I transferred to Kelly Moore as 
the outside Industrial and Commercial Sales 
Rep. Life has been very enjoyable. However, 
a large portion of my activity centers around 
construction, food processing and manufac-
turing. Each of these sectors has had to re-
structure a good many of their plans as one 
might expect. 

It is my belief the market in Idaho will re-
cover at some point; however, it is simply a 
matter of how long the individual can hold 
out. Commissions, as one would expect, have 
lagged, and, of course, the cost of living has 
not. I have a pretty good-sized territory re-
quiring considerable driving. Every two 
weeks, I have been spending around $250 for 
gas. Today, I turned in receipts for close to 
$500. While the company offsets the majority 
of this, I still bear a portion and, with the in-
crease in the overall cost of living and the 
decline in commissions, I am having to look 
for work elsewhere. I have been 
supplementing the difference out of savings; 
I cannot keep doing that. The fact of the 
matter is Friday I fly to Portland for an 
interview, a bitter pill, but I must get the 
bleed under control. Given the changes over 
the last seven to eight months, I see no other 
choice. 

ROGER. 

SENATOR CRAPO, Even though I make a 
good living these gas prices couldn’t have hit 
at a worse time. I am trying to get my bills 
paid down so that I can afford to retire. It 
does not look like I’ll be retiring anytime 
soon. 

I am very upset with Congress; they should 
be opening up exploration and drilling in this 
country. I agree with Newt: Drill here, Drill 
now, Pay less. Please work towards this 
goal. 

Thank you for asking, 
BILL, Meridian. 

Yeah, gas is too high and it makes the 
price of everything go up. Food prices are 
going crazy, produce, it is killing the farm-
ers the truckers and the consumers. Now the 

electric bill is going up, natural gas going 
up, but wages not so much. 

I make $15.60 an hour, pretty good for 
Idaho; but if I hadn’t already bought into my 
house eight years ago, I would be out of luck. 

I believe transit would help a good deal, 
but the bus system [is not adequate]. Not 
enough money to run a real bus system. Fed-
eral funding keeps getting cut and cut again. 
It does not make sense. If you want people to 
cut consumption of gas, you have to give 
them options. 

Sincerely, 
CONNIE, Boise. 

I would like to respond to your request for 
comments regarding energy prices and their 
effect on the people you represent. 

Like many people in the greater Boise 
metro area, I work in downtown Boise but 
live in communities in the surrounding 
areas. I work as a software developer, and as 
such I make what is largely considered to be 
a comfortable income. I drive a late 80s 
sedan that I have owned for ten years, and 
was owned by my parents before me. Unlike 
many neighbors, I carry no debt outside of 
my home mortgage, but my mortgage is a 
significant portion of my after-tax income 
(greater than 35 percent). My family func-
tions on a very lean budget, not eating out 
often, producing our own vegetables in our 
garden, and taking few road trips or vaca-
tions. 

Lately I have needed to cut back on my 
driving due to increased fuel costs. My com-
mute now costs me roughly $5.50 per day just 
in gas. According to the IRS standard vehi-
cle expense deduction, the real cost is $12.12 
daily, which includes upkeep and repair as 
well as fuel costs. Just last year, I was able 
to function within a $3 per day commute 
budget. To counteract these increases in 
cost, I have purchased a road bicycle and am 
starting to ride in to work the 12 miles one 
way. Unfortunately, this adds an extra 1.5 
hours to my day. So now my workday in-
creased from roughly nine hours away from 
home to almost eleven hours. 

However, I also suffer from severe allergies 
specifically relating to tree pollen, grasses 
and weeds, of which our desert climate and 
river surrounding community has plenty. 
These allergies cause my eyes to swell shut 
when pollen levels increase beyond reason-
able levels. The Boise valley area has espe-
cially bad pollen problems, due to frequent 
inversions and stale summer air conditions. 

So I am faced with the choice of saving 
money by riding a bicycle, but suffering de-
bilitating allergic reactions, or paying an ad-
ditional 54 percent in transportation costs, 
which cuts out monies allocated in our budg-
et to spending time with my family in local 
restaurants, or for charitable giving to the 
Rescue Mission. Those businesses and char-
ities, in turn, no doubt, are feeling the pinch 
from other families in similar situations, so 
local businesses are suffering as well. 

The net result of rising costs of fuel and in-
adequate public transportation in suburban 
cities, is a lose-lose situation for both me 
and my community. Add to this problem the 
speculative nature of fuel prices due to our 
nations reliance on fuel imports, and the fu-
ture becomes even less certain. An uncertain 
future means less spending. Less spending 
means economic shortfalls and contraction. 

I am entirely in favor of new efforts to ex-
pand new domestic oil exploration and refin-
ing capacity as well as investments in nu-
clear energy infrastructure to help reassign 
valuable fossil fuels like natural gas or oil to 
transportation uses and away from electrical 
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power generation. And I also am in favor of 
long term research in alternate energy and 
alternate transportation but not to the ex-
clusion of shorter term solutions that make 
use of our nations existing vehicle inventory 
and infrastructure. 

Thank you for your desire to hear from 
your constituents. 

JASON, Meridian. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

IN HONOR OF THE HEALTH 
CENTERS OF DELAWARE 

∑ Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, each 
year the Nation celebrates National 
Health Center Week to honor the ef-
forts of the nearly 40,000 medical pro-
fessionals who strive to provide quality 
health care to Americans throughout 
all 50 States. I am pleased to announce 
that this year National Health Center 
Week will be held August 10 through 16. 

As an annual supporter of this event, 
I once again commend the work of the 
Mid-Atlantic Association of Commu-
nity Centers and the many health cen-
ters in my home State for the role they 
play in delivering quality, affordable 
health care to lower-income Dela-
wareans. 

These health centers are community- 
run and open to all Americans regard-
less of their ability to pay. Delaware is 
fortunate to have a number of these 
health centers, including Westside 
Health in Wilmington and Newark, 
Henrietta Johnson in Wilmington, Del-
marva Kent Community Health Center 
in Dover, and La Red Health Center in 
Sussex County. 

These centers and those across our 
Nation are extremely valuable, oper-
ating in both rural and urban medi-
cally underserved areas and providing 
care that might not be otherwise avail-
able to residents. 

By serving as a point of access for af-
fordable primary and preventative 
care, our Nation’s health centers allow 
to patients to stay healthier, or if they 
are ill to allow them to seek earlier 
treatment. This prevents patients from 
relying solely on costly treatments, 
such as emergency room visits, saving 
money for them and our health care 
system as a whole. 

Again, I wish to commend the health 
centers of Delaware for their hard work 
and dedication. I thank them for all of 
the valuable services they provide to so 
many of us who call Delaware home.∑ 

f 

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF MAN 
MOUND 

∑ Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I would 
like to recognize the importance of 
Man Mound and congratulate the citi-
zens of Sauk County and the Sauk 
County Historical Society for their ex-
tensive and successful preservation ef-
forts. 

Hundreds of years ago, before the Eu-
ropeans came to this land, a band of 

Native Americans began efforts to 
alter the landscape by creating effigy 
mounds. Although the purpose is still 
unclear, effigy mounds were primarily 
used for religious purposes, though 
some served as burial mounds. Particu-
larly in the Midwest, American Indians 
often built the earthen mounds in the 
shape of animals; however, Man 
Mound, located in Sauk County in 
Greenfield Township, WI, is the one of 
the few effigy mounds in the shape of a 
man. Over 900 mounds once existed in 
Sauk County, yet over 75 percent of the 
mounds have been plowed, erased by 
floods or destroyed by looters and con-
struction. Although the legs of Man 
Mound were partially destroyed during 
road construction in the early 1900s, 
preservation of Man Mound continues 
and further destruction to the mound 
has not occurred. Due to the shrinking 
number of mounds and the rare human 
shape of the mound in Greenfield 
Township, Man Mound needs to be rec-
ognized as a valuable part of history. 

The Sauk County Historical Society 
dedicated Man Mound Park, the area 
surrounding the mound, in 1908 and has 
since made efforts to keep the mound 
in its original state. The efforts of the 
people of Sauk County and the Sauk 
County Historical Society to protect 
the effigy mound were progressive and 
laudable. Man Mound is believed to be 
the best preserved man-shaped Native 
American effigy mound remaining in 
the United States, a title only possible 
through the commitment of the Histor-
ical Society and the citizens of Sauk 
County. 

On August 9, 2008, citizens from many 
parts the State of Wisconsin will gath-
er to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
the preservation of the Man Mound. 
The commemoration will highlight 
this unique Native American effigy 
mound, increase awareness of its value 
as a landmark and allow for further in-
vestigation as to whether there are 
more mounds in the area. Man Mound 
will serve as an educational resource 
for the people in Greenfield Township, 
Sauk County and Wisconsin. The pres-
ervation efforts by the people of Sauk 
County have not gone unnoticed. The 
Sauk County Historical Society, the 
Ho-Chunk Nation, the Wisconsin His-
torical Society, the Wisconsin Archeo-
logical Society, the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs-Wisconsin, the Wis-
consin Archeological Survey and the 
Sauk County UW Extension, Arts and 
Culture Committee have dedicated val-
uable time and resources toward the 
commemoration of Man Mound. The in-
dividuals involved deserve recognition, 
praise and thanks for their hard work.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PHILADELPHIA 
PHILLIES 

∑ Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I seek 
recognition today to express my grati-
tude to the Philadelphia Phillies for 

their extraordinary effort during a re-
cent mentoring event at PNC Park in 
Philadelphia on June 21, 2008. This par-
ticular event was the most recent in a 
series of events that have been an inte-
gral part of a youth outreach program. 

Since my days as district attorney in 
Philadelphia, I have devoted a great 
deal of time and attention to devel-
oping ways to reduce violent crime. I 
believe one of the best ways to reduce 
the rate of youth crime and violence is 
to develop mentoring programs with 
the explicit goal of imbuing the youth 
of Pennsylvania with ideals such as 
hard work and civic responsibility. 
With this goal in mind, I have worked 
diligently to secure funding for men-
toring style programs and have subse-
quently held events focusing on men-
toring and the issues of youth crime 
and violence throughout Pennsylvania 
including Philadelphia, Reading, Lan-
caster, York, Pittsburgh, and Allen-
town. 

The mentoring events in which I 
have participated are intended to pro-
vide the young people of Pennsylvania 
with a day all their own and, simulta-
neously, highlight how fun and special 
mentoring relationships can be for ev-
eryone involved. It is my belief that 
when these young people see that there 
are positive role models readily avail-
able in their community to whom they 
can turn when searching for someone 
to emulate, the chance of perpetuating 
violent patterns of behavior will mark-
edly decline. Specifically, youth in-
volved in a formal mentoring program 
are 46 percent less likely to start using 
drugs and alcohol and 33 percent less 
likely to hit another person. Partici-
pants also attended school more regu-
larly and completed their school work 
more consistently and on time. Fi-
nally, the children demonstrated im-
proved peer and family relationships as 
a result of their involvement in men-
toring. These indicators make me 
hopeful that wide-scale mentoring 
could have a tremendous impact in this 
city. 

The day with the Philadelphia Phil-
lies was no exception. Between the 
planning efforts and resources of the 
Phillies organization and the rec-
ommendations of my exceptional staff, 
the event turned out to be memorable 
for all those who attended. The accom-
modations the Phillies afforded the 
kids were exceptional. They went so far 
as to honor one young person from 
their own mentoring program and me, 
and we had the opportunity to get in-
volved in the ‘‘First Ball’’ ceremony. I 
am sure this is a memory that this 
young man will carry with him for the 
rest of his life. I know it is one I will 
always reflect upon fondly. 

In the wake of the numerous scandals 
plaguing professional athletics, the 
event on June 21, 2008, reminded all 
those in attendance how powerful pro-
fessional athletes can be in serving as 
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