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I hope my colleagues on the other 

side of the aisle will join House Repub-
licans and the American people in call-
ing for an immediate lifting of the con-
gressional ban on offshore drilling. 

We need to invest in future alter-
natives to oil, but until we find a via-
ble, affordable alternative energy 
source that can move our cars and 
transport American commerce, we need 
to expand exploration of American- 
made oil and natural gas, particularly 
when we have the tools and know how 
to do it in an environmentally sound 
way. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 

f 

FORECLOSURES 

(Mr. CARDOZA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my concern for the 
devastating toll the housing crisis is 
taking on the neighborhoods of my dis-
trict and throughout the country. 

A report issued this week identified 
three cities in my district as having 
the highest rates of foreclosure in the 
entire Nation. In Stockton, Merced and 
Modesto, California, families are strug-
gling to make increasing mortgage 
payments. Homeowners have lost over 
40 percent of their homes’ equity and 
communities are burdened with vacant, 
deteriorating housing. These vacant 
properties lower home values, attract 
vandalism and pests and contribute to 
overall neighborhood decline, as well 
as disrupting the family unit. At this 
rate, my district and communities 
across the country will be recovering 
from the foreclosure epidemic for years 
to come. 

Borrowers and lenders have a duty to 
their country to help us overcome this 
housing crisis. Homeowners should try 
to work with banks instead of aban-
doning their homes. And financial in-
stitutions must restructure mortgages 
whenever feasible. 

During the Great Depression, fami-
lies and banks worked together to help 
America through these tough times. I 
urge us to get back to that attitude. 

f 

PUT THE PLAN IN MOTION AND 
PASS ENERGY LEGISLATION 

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. 
Mr. Speaker, American families have 
been bracing from an energy problem 
for the past few months which has 
turned into an energy crisis. I have 
heard constituents loud and clear 
about their concern that leaders in 
D.C. were not listening. I heard their 
voices, and my Republican colleagues 
and I continued to come to the floor 

and ask the Democrat majority for 
their energy plan. 

When our floor speeches were con-
tinuously met with silence in the ab-
sence of a Democrat energy plan, I too 
began to wonder if our leaders were lis-
tening. 

Thankfully, the problem was recog-
nized and addressed by our executive 
branch of government. I applaud Presi-
dent Bush’s decision yesterday to lift 
the Federal moratorium on offshore 
drilling. Congress needs to move swift-
ly to pass legislation to implement this 
now that the President has decided to 
lift the ban. Let’s work quickly to-
gether and efficiently to craft and pass 
legislation that will work toward pro-
viding short-term and long-term solu-
tions. It is up to us now, as Members of 
Congress, to do what is right for the 
citizens, to put the plan in motion, and 
pass energy legislation. 

f 

REDUCE THE PRICE OF GAS NOW 

(Mr. ISRAEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, I have fi-
nally figured it out. I have finally fig-
ured out why this administration and 
many of its Republican allies refuse to 
release oil from the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve and all they want to do is 
drill, drill, drill, drill. I’ve figured it 
out. 

Every time oil has been released from 
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, the 
price of oil has fallen, each and every 
time. This administration has refused 
our demands that it do the same now, 
when we are in an emergency and has 
said, I would rather drill. 

But its own Department of Energy 
analysis said, and I quote, ‘‘Drilling 
would not have a significant impact on 
domestic crude oil and natural gas pro-
duction or prices before 2030.’’ 

I figured it out. In 8 years, this ad-
ministration has enabled oil company 
profits to go from $39 billion to $116 bil-
lion. Think about what those profits 
will go to in the next 22 years. That is 
what this is about. 

This administration wants to give oil 
companies more time to reap larger 
profits, and refuse to give the Amer-
ican people the price relief they need 
by releasing oil from the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve and reducing the price 
of gas now. 

f 

COMPREHENSIVE ENERGY 
REFORM 

(Mr. LATTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, President 
Bush’s action yesterday to lift the ban 
on Outer Continental Shelf drilling is 
an important step towards a com-

prehensive energy plan that the Amer-
ican public is demanding from Con-
gress. 

Many other countries, including 
China, Brazil and India allow similar 
exploration off their coastlines. With 
an estimated 86 billion barrels of oil 
and 420 trillion cubic feet of natural 
gas off our own coastline, it is only log-
ical that the United States allow simi-
lar action. 

But as we know, there is no one sin-
gle fix for our energy crisis. Congress 
must act and enact a comprehensive 
energy reform plan that encompasses 
alternative and renewable energy, in 
addition to the recovery and refine-
ment of our own domestic resources, 
all while expanding our conservation 
efforts. 

Our constituents have made it clear 
that this is the type of comprehensive 
energy reform they want, and we must 
give it to them. 

f 

b 1015 

SUPPORT COMPREHENSIVE 
IMMIGRATION REFORM 

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I speak on 
behalf of immigrants. In the midst of 
our energy crisis, gas prices, and hous-
ing crisis in the United States, there 
are those who continue to positively 
contribute to our economy. Immi-
grants throughout history have come 
to this Nation with a hunger for suc-
cess in the American dream, to provide 
for a family, and have their kids obtain 
an education. And many of them are 
working two to three different jobs 
contributing to our country at stores, 
restaurants, and gas stations. 

Immigrants often live near their es-
tablishments, are avid sponsors for 
local Little League, soccer, schools, 
and churches. Our country has always 
welcomed immigrants. Let’s remember 
that we need comprehensive immigra-
tion reform for those who positively 
contribute to our local communities. 

I urge my colleagues to support com-
prehensive immigration reform. 

f 

A COMMON LANGUAGE 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, there are 
those who now proclaim that our chil-
dren be required to learn Spanish. Mr. 
Speaker, I thought English was the na-
tional language. Up until recently, al-
most all immigrants that came to 
America learned the language, English. 
That included the Germans, Dutch, 
French, Chinese, Japanese, Viet-
namese, South Asians and on and on. 

So why the push to require Ameri-
cans to learn Spanish? Why not Chi-
nese? More people in the world speak 
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Chinese than any other language, or 
German. According to the Census Bu-
reau, more Americans, including my 
family, claim German ancestry over 
any other heritage. But when our Fore-
fathers debated this language issue 
years ago, English won out over Ger-
man. 

It seems to me that it’s logical that 
in the U.S. we ought to speak at least 
the same language, English. And if peo-
ple want to speak an additional lan-
guage, let them choose, not the govern-
ment, which language to speak. 

It doesn’t seem too much to require 
people that come to America that they 
work, follow the law, and learn the 
common language. Otherwise, we will 
become a community of nations, rather 
than a Nation of communities. 

Und das ist nur die Art, wie es ist. 
f 

ACTIONS TO REDUCE GAS PRICES 

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, despite 
what Senator MCCAIN’s top economic 
adviser believes, Americans are not 
whining when they express concern 
about today’s economy. With two oil 
men in the White House, gas prices 
have nearly tripled and Big Oil’s prof-
its have skyrocketed. The President’s 
action to lift the offshore drilling ban 
does nothing to lower gas prices now. 
In fact, his own Energy Information 
Administration says it will not affect 
gas prices for nearly 20 years, and even 
then it will only drop the cost of a gal-
lon of gas by two pennies. 

Mr. Speaker, Americans are hurting 
now and cannot wait 20 years. That’s 
why House Democrats continue to urge 
the President to release our oil from 
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, an 
action that is not new nor untested and 
has proven to reduce prices at the 
pump immediately. 

Additionally, I would like us to con-
sider setting a national speed limit at 
60 miles per hour. That would reduce 
the cost of gas by 30 cents a gallon. 

f 

DRILL IN AMERICA AND BRING 
DOWN THE PRICE OF GAS 

(Mr. CULBERSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to urge the Speaker of the House 
to join with our leader, JOHN BOEHNER, 
in lowering the price of gasoline. They 
can do it immediately simply by hold-
ing a press conference and announcing 
we’re going to work together in a non-
partisan way for the good of America 
to open up domestic energy sources by 
drilling in the United States. We’re the 
only Nation on the face of the Earth 
that will not use our own natural re-

sources. This is just fundamental com-
mon sense. Schlumberger and Shell 
have said that there is more shale oil 
in three Western States than all the oil 
in the Middle East combined. 

We could open up the Arctic National 
Wildlife Reserve. Congress now can 
move, and in a bipartisan way, to bring 
down the price of oil simply by an-
nouncing we’re moving to open up 
these domestic sources. The market-
place will respond and the price of gas 
and the price of oil will drop. This is so 
simple, it’s so easy, it’s so good for 
America. 

Let’s all stand together without re-
gard to party for the benefit of this Na-
tion, which is hurting so much from 
high gas prices, and say we are going to 
use American resources for America to 
create good, high-paying American 
jobs. 

Drill in America in a safe, environ-
mentally clean way, and bring down 
the price of gas today. 

f 

MEDICARE LEGISLATION 

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SOLIS. Good morning to my col-
leagues. 

As you recall, last month before the 
House adjourned for the July 4th re-
cess, we passed legislation that would 
treat seniors and the disabled through 
Medicare. The legislation passed with 
strong bipartisan support with Demo-
crats and Republicans recognizing the 
need to pass this legislation. Last 
week, the Senate finally followed our 
lead and passed the bill. Senator KEN-
NEDY courageously returned to Capitol 
Hill to lodge that vote. 

The legislation is now sitting on the 
President’s desk. He has a decision to 
make. Will he side with private insur-
ers or will he support seniors and the 
disabled? A veto-proof majority in the 
House and Senate has now passed legis-
lation that strengthens Medicare and 
ensures our seniors and disabled that 
they have access to a doctor that they 
know and trust. 

Mr. Speaker, President Bush should 
drop his veto threat and join our Mem-
bers in the House in support of legisla-
tion that puts seniors first and the dis-
abled and strengthens a great program 
known as Medicare. He should sign the 
Medicare legislation as soon as pos-
sible. 

f 

THE UNITED STATES MUST DIVER-
SIFY ITS ENERGY PORTFOLIO 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, the 
Democrat majority in this House is 
just refusing to bring forth any legisla-

tion that will deal with the price at the 
pump. I think that they are content to 
have their constituents either ride a 
bike or walk to get where they want to 
go. In my Seventh District of Ten-
nessee, that does not work. 

What they might not know is that 
what we see happening at the pump is 
happening in every single energy sec-
tor. Tennesseeans and Americans are 
paying more than ever for their gaso-
line, their groceries, and naturally to 
heat and cool their homes. It’s bad 
enough during the summer driving 
months, but what my friends across the 
aisle might not know is that utility of-
ficials in Memphis have projected a 30- 
percent spike in the cost of natural gas 
for this fall. That is on top of a 131⁄2 
percent increase last fall. 

This Congress must take action and 
the United States must diversify its 
energy portfolio and incentivize all 
types of energy production: Oil, nat-
ural gas, geothermal, hydroelectric, 
nuclear. It’s all there. 

The energy crisis affects everyone, 
Mr. Speaker. It is time for action. 

f 

RELEASE OIL FROM THE STRA-
TEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELIEF AT THE 
PUMP 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, we’ve 
heard on both sides today arguments 
about the energy crisis. The fact is 
these arguments are why Congress is 
held in such low esteem. There are just 
a couple of things that can be done im-
mediately to help people with the price 
at the pump, and the major thing that 
can be done is releasing oil from the 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve. That’s 
been a proven success with President 
Bush I, President Clinton, and even 
this President Bush, and yet he refuses. 

Why does he refuse? Because it would 
hurt the profits of the oil companies. 
And who gave us this President and 
this Vice President? The oil companies. 
This is government of the oil compa-
nies, by the oil companies, and for the 
oil companies. And the people of my 
district are tired of paying this high 
price. 

Twenty years drilling, you might as 
well think about your child being born 
today and planning to see them have a 
car that gets 80 miles to the gallon in 
20 years because that’s when the oil 
that might be pumped today in the 
Outer Shelf would come to be. Imme-
diate relief is releasing oil from the 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve. 

Mr. President, I urge you to have 
compassion for the Americans who 
can’t afford this price of oil. 
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