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marking the second murderous attack against 
Israeli and Jewish targets in Argentina, which 
is home to the largest Jewish community in 
Latin America. The first occurred 2 years prior 
and was aimed at the Israeli Embassy. The 
second was the bombing of the Argentine 
Jewish Mutual Association—where 85 people 
were murdered and hundreds more wounded. 

It has been 14 years since the Jewish Mu-
tual Association was attacked. Yet, the culprits 
have not been brought to justice. Part of the 
reason is there is extensive evidence linking 
the planning of the attacks to the Government 
of Iran and the execution of that attack to 
Hezbollah, an umbrella organization of radical 
Islamic Shiite groups with strong links to Iran 
and Syria. Iran and Hezbollah have a history 
of supporting and sponsoring terror, and they 
have been unwilling to cooperate with inves-
tigators. 

I have denounced their actions, particularly 
Iran for being the engine behind these attacks 
by financing, training, and arming terrorist or-
ganizations like Hezbollah. And, the time has 
come for all nations to fully cooperate with the 
AMIA investigation. 

Too many lives have been lost. Too many 
families have been ripped apart. Too many 
have suffered. 

It is time for the world to join together to 
move peace forward in the Middle East, to 
end violence against the Jewish community at- 
large, and to foster respect and understanding 
for all people throughout the world. 

I believe we can start by bringing the per-
petrators of the attacks on Argentina to justice. 
By punishing those who caused death, harm 
and conflict in Argentina, we will set a clear 
signal to the world that killing will not advance 
their cause. 

Thanks again to Congresswoman ROS- 
LEHTINEN for sponsoring this resolution. It is 
important for the Argentinean government to 
know that we support their efforts to bring the 
perpetrators of this horrific crime to justice. 
And again, my deepest condolences and sym-
pathy to the people of Argentina and Israel for 
the grave loss of life and vast destruction 
caused by this attack. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
we have no further requests for time, 
and we yield back the balance of our 
time. 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
BERMAN) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 385. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 3985. An act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of 
Transportation to register a person pro-
viding transportation by an over-the-road 
bus as a motor carrier of passengers only if 
the person is willing and able to comply with 
certain accessibility requirements in addi-
tion to other existing requirements, and for 
other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed with an amendment 
a bill of the following title in which the 
concurrence of the House is requested: 

H.R. 3221. An act moving the United States 
toward greater energy independence and se-
curity, developing innovative new tech-
nologies, reducing carbon emissions, cre-
ating green jobs, protecting consumers, in-
creasing clean renewable energy production, 
and modernizing our energy infrastructure, 
and to amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to provide tax incentives for the produc-
tion of renewable energy and energy con-
servation. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONCURRENCE BY 
HOUSE WITH AMENDMENTS IN 
SENATE AMENDMENTS TO H.R. 
3890, TOM LANTOS BLOCK BUR-
MESE JADE (JUNTA’S ANTI- 
DEMOCRATIC EFFORTS) ACT OF 
2008 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 1341) providing for 
the concurrence by the House in the 
Senate amendments to H.R. 3890, with 
amendments. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 
resolution the bill (H.R. 3890) entitled ‘‘An 
Act to amend the Burmese Freedom and De-
mocracy Act of 2003 to waive the require-
ment for annual renewal resolutions relating 
to import sanctions, impose import sanc-
tions on Burmese gemstones, expand the 
number of individuals against whom the visa 
ban is applicable, expand the blocking of as-
sets and other prohibited activities, and for 
other purposes.’’, with the Senate amend-
ment, thereto, shall be considered to have 
been taken from the Speaker’s table to the 
end that the Senate amendment, thereto be, 
and the same are hereby, agreed to with the 
following amendments: Strike all after the 
enacting clause and insert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Tom Lantos 
Block Burmese JADE (Junta’s Anti-Demo-
cratic Efforts) Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) Beginning on August 19, 2007, hundreds 

of thousands of citizens of Burma, including 
thousands of Buddhist monks and students, 
participated in peaceful demonstrations 
against rapidly deteriorating living condi-
tions and the violent and repressive policies 
of the State Peace and Development Council 
(SPDC), the ruling military regime in 
Burma— 

(A) to demand the release of all political 
prisoners, including 1991 Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Aung San Suu Kyi; and 

(B) to urge the regime to engage in mean-
ingful dialogue to pursue national reconcili-
ation. 

(2) The Burmese regime responded to these 
peaceful protests with a violent crackdown 
leading to the reported killing of approxi-
mately 200 people, including a Japanese 
photojournalist, and hundreds of injuries. 
Human rights groups further estimate that 
over 2,000 individuals have been detained, ar-
rested, imprisoned, beaten, tortured, or oth-
erwise intimidated as part of this crack-
down. Burmese military, police, and their af-
filiates in the Union Solidarity Development 
Association (USDA) perpetrated almost all 
of these abuses. The Burmese regime con-
tinues to detain, torture, and otherwise in-
timidate those individuals whom it believes 
participated in or led the protests and it has 
closed down or otherwise limited access to 
several monasteries and temples that played 
key roles in the peaceful protests. 

(3) The Department of State’s 2006 Country 
Reports on Human Rights Practices found 
that the SPDC— 

(A) routinely restricts freedoms of speech, 
press, assembly, association, religion, and 
movement; 

(B) traffics in persons; 
(C) discriminates against women and eth-

nic minorities; 
(D) forcibly recruits child soldiers and 

child labor; and 
(E) commits other serious violations of 

human rights, including extrajudicial 
killings, custodial deaths, disappearances, 
rape, torture, abuse of prisoners and detain-
ees, and the imprisonment of citizens arbi-
trarily for political motives. 

(4) Aung San Suu Kyi has been arbitrarily 
imprisoned or held under house arrest for 
more than 12 years. 

(5) In October 2007, President Bush an-
nounced a new Executive Order to tighten 
economic sanctions against Burma and block 
property and travel to the United States by 
certain senior leaders of the SPDC, individ-
uals who provide financial backing for the 
SPDC, and individuals responsible for human 
rights violations and impeding democracy in 
Burma. Additional names were added in up-
dates done on October 19, 2007, and February 
5, 2008. However, only 38 discrete individuals 
and 13 discrete companies have been des-
ignated under those sanctions, once aliases 
and companies with similar names were re-
moved. By contrast, the Australian Govern-
ment identified more than 400 individuals 
and entities subject to its sanctions applied 
in the wake of the 2007 violence. The Euro-
pean Union’s regulations to implement sanc-
tions against Burma have identified more 
than 400 individuals among the leadership of 
government, the military, and the USDA, 
along with nearly 1300 state and military-run 
companies potentially subject to its sanc-
tions. 

(6) The Burmese regime and its supporters 
finance their ongoing violations of human 
rights, undemocratic policies, and military 
activities in part through financial trans-
actions, travel, and trade involving the 
United States, including the sale of petro-
leum products, gemstones and hardwoods. 

(7) In 2006, the Burmese regime earned 
more than $500 million from oil and gas 
projects, over $500 million from sale of hard-
woods, and in excess of $300 million from the 
sale of rubies and jade. At least $500 million 
of the $2.16 billion earned in 2006 from Bur-
ma’s two natural gas pipelines, one of which 
is 28 percent owned by a United States com-
pany, went to the Burmese regime. The re-
gime has earned smaller amounts from oil 
and gas exploration and non-operational 
pipelines but United States investors are not 
involved in those transactions. Industry 
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