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Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam 

Speaker, I rise in strong opposition to the 
President’s shortsighted veto of H.R. 6331, the 
Medicare Improvements for Patients and Pro-
viders Act of 2008, and urge my colleagues to 
vote to override this veto. 

Medicare has been a true success story for 
seniors—but Medicare will continue to suc-
ceed only as long as doctors continue to par-
ticipate. And no doctor can afford to take a 10 
percent cut in payments. 

Last week, H.R. 6331 passed by over-
whelming bipartisan majorities in both the 
House and Senate because our Nation’s 
health depends on it. The bill eliminates the 
Medicare-killing payment cut and provides a 
1.1 percent increase for physicians for 2009. It 
provides mental health parity in the Medicare 
program—something I’ve been fighting for, be-
cause people suffering from mental illness are 
just as in need of treatment as people suf-
fering physical illness. The bill also allows 
poor people to keep more of their assets and 
still qualify for help with Medicare costs. 

My district includes more hospitals than 
probably any other district in the country—and 
all the doctors affiliated with those hospitals 
have offices in my district. They have been 
clear—unless they receive fair payment for 
their work, they cannot afford to continue to 
treat Medicare patients. Without good doctors, 
seniors’ health will suffer. Congress was right 
to pass this bill the first time, and I hope we 
stand strong to pass it again today. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in voting to override the 
President’s veto. 

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of overriding the President’s 
veto of H.R. 6331, the Medicare Improve-
ments for Patients and Providers Act. 

For the past several weeks, Congress has 
debated an issue that should not be consid-
ered controversial—health care for our Na-
tion’s seniors. This important piece of legisla-
tion addresses impeding cuts to physicians’ 
Medicare payment rates. The issue not only 
affects seniors in my district of El Paso, 
Texas, but also hurts access to health care for 
all El Pasoans. 

The most important issue to consider when 
discussing this bill is that the provisions not 
only stop the impeding 10.6 percent cut, but it 
ensures that seniors and people with disabil-
ities can continue to see the doctors of their 
choice. 

It is also critical to understand that a cut to 
Medicare will have a significant impact on 
similar programs. For instance, these cuts 
would not only affect those covered by Medi-
care, but it would also threaten access to 
health care for military members and their 
families under the military health program, 
TRICARE. Physicians serving our troops also 
face the 10.6 percent cut due because 
TRICARE payments are directly tied to Medi-
care. 

Also, private insurance companies look to 
Medicare to base their physician reimburse-
ment rates. Physicians in El Paso and across 
the Nation rely on reimbursement by Medicare 
and other health care insurance groups to 
cover health care services rendered when a 
patient does not pay the full cost of care. In 
a recent survey of Texas physicians, more 
than 60 percent stated they would be forced to 

stop seeing Medicare patients should their re-
imbursement rates be cut. 

H.R. 6331 is significant legislation that elimi-
nates the cuts to Medicare payments for the 
remainder of 2008 and provides a 1.1 percent 
increase for 2009. The bill also extends and 
improves low-income assistance programs for 
Medicare beneficiaries. Finally, the bill protects 
seniors’ access to therapy services. 

I am extremely disappointed at President 
Bush’s obvious disregard for Congress and 
the people they represent by vetoing this crit-
ical legislative proposal. By doing so, the 
President has sent a clear message to seniors 
that he does not believe providing them with 
access to quality health care is a priority of his 
administration. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote in favor of overriding the veto and by 
doing so, support Medicare beneficiaries’ abil-
ity to choose their physicians. 

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in opposition to President Bush’s veto of H.R. 
6331. This legislation is a critical bill to ensure 
that our seniors have access to health care 
and so I will again vote in its favor. I am dis-
appointed with the President’s decision and 
am compelled to make a stand in support of 
our seniors. 

By the nature of our democratic process, al-
most no bill considered in Congress is perfect, 
and H.R. 6331 is no exception. We cannot, 
however, ‘‘let the perfect be the enemy of the 
good.’’ H.R. 6331 is a good compromise that 
will help preserve our health care delivery sys-
tem. This bill will increase investment in pre-
ventive and quality care, expand programs in 
rural communities, expand the patient cen-
tered medical home, and begin to transform 
the health care delivery system through the 
adoption of electronic prescribing. This invest-
ment will yield generations of healthier adults, 
improved quality of life, and long-term health 
care savings. 

One of the most important pieces of this bill 
is the physician reimbursement rate fix—which 
is really an access issue. Perhaps the most 
critical situation facing our seniors in the com-
ing decades will be access to physicians. Due 
to the paltry reimbursement rates for their 
services, more and more doctors are unable 
to take on new Medicare patients, or even 
serve any Medicare patients. They simply can-
not pay the bills. The formula that CMS uses 
to determine the reimbursement for physician 
services is not based on cost accounting 
standards. No one seems to understand why 
CMS adopted this formula decades ago, yet 
no one at the agency seems willing to over-
haul it. The result is decreasing reimburse-
ment for physicians. When they cannot cover 
their own costs, they have to stop seeing 
Medicare patients and this is a grave concern. 
We are not only concerned that our parents 
will not be able to see a physician when in 
need, but also that there won’t be adequate 
health care access when the baby boomers 
and our children become Medicare eligible. I’m 
for a permanent fix, which this House voted 
for in 2004 as part of the Medicare Moderniza-
tion Act before the Senate stripped it, but until 
we get there, preventing the annual cuts must 
be our priority. This bill prevents a reimburse-
ment rate cut and helps physicians continue to 
see their senior patients. 

I strongly disagree with the President—and 
even my own leadership—on his position. Ac-
cess to healthcare is one of the greatest 
issues facing our seniors—along with rising 
fuel costs—and it is irresponsible to stand in 
the way of providing that access. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in overriding the veto of 
H.R. 6331. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the previous question is or-
dered. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is, Will the House, on recon-
sideration, pass the bill, the objections 
of the President to the contrary not-
withstanding? 

Under the Constitution, the vote 
must be by the yeas and nays. 

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this question will 
be postponed. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: motion to suspend on House Res-
olution 1259; motion to suspend on 
House Resolution 1323; and passing 
H.R. 6331, the objections of the Presi-
dent to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE HAMILTON 
COLLEGE CONTINENTALS ON 
WINNING THE NCAA DIVISION III 
WOMEN’S LACROSSE CHAMPION-
SHIP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1259, as amend-
ed, on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
BISHOP) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1259, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 423, nays 0, 
not voting 11, as follows: 

[Roll No. 489] 

YEAS—423 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 

Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 

Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
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Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Carter 
Castle 
Castor 
Cazayoux 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Childers 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Edwards (MD) 
Edwards (TX) 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 

Etheridge 
Everett 
Fallin 
Farr 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gillibrand 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Granger 
Graves 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hobson 
Hodes 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Jordan 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Klein (FL) 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kucinich 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Lampson 

Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Latta 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Paul 
Payne 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 

Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sali 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Scalise 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 

Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Sestak 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Souder 
Space 
Speier 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stearns 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 

Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Wexler 
Whitfield (KY) 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (OH) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman (VA) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—11 

Barrow 
Bonner 
Boswell 
Broun (GA) 

Cubin 
Lewis (GA) 
Pearce 
Pryce (OH) 

Rush 
Tancredo 
Wamp 

b 1627 
So (two-thirds being in the affirma-

tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONGRATULATING HON. HOWARD 
COBLE ON BECOMING LONGEST- 
SERVING REPUBLICAN IN NORTH 
CAROLINA HISTORY 
(Mr. HAYES asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HAYES. Madam Speaker and la-
dies and gentlemen of the House and 
my follow colleagues, today Congress-
man JOHN HOWARD COBLE from the 
Sixth District of North Carolina makes 
history by becoming the longest-serv-
ing Republican in the history of the 
North Carolina delegation. 

Mr. COBLE. Will the gentleman yield 
to me? 

Mr. HAYES. Not yet. 
Madam Speaker, the dean and the 

daddy of the delegation is not known 
as one of the rich and famous in Wash-
ington, D.C., but is the most eligible 
bachelor on the Hill. 

And as I say that, I yield to my 
daddy. 

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, I did 
not know this was coming. 

I thank my friend from North Caro-
lina. And my colleagues, thank you for 
the very generous ovation. I appreciate 
that very much. 

Mr. Majority Leader, at Pinehurst, 
North Carolina, the golf capital in my 
district, some days ago a man came up 
to me and said, ‘‘Are you planning on 
retiring?’’ I told him I was not plan-
ning on voluntarily retiring, but I did 
say to him that I will not try to emu-
late Strom Thurmond’s record. 

But I thank you again, gentlemen. 
Mr. HOYER. Would the gentleman 

from North Carolina yield? 
Mr. HAYES. I’m happy to yield. 
Mr. HOYER. I want to rise and join 

my friend from North Carolina in rec-
ognizing my good friend. HOWARD 
COBLE and I vote together about 1 or 2 
percent of the time, I’m sure, but he 
has become a very dear and close friend 
of mine. HOWARD, I want to congratu-
late you on your service to your State 
and to your country. 

Mr. COBLE. Thank you, Mr. Leader. 
Thank you very much. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, 5-minute voting will con-
tinue. 

There was no objection. 

f 

COMMENDING THE 2008 WOMEN’S 
COLLEGE WORLD SERIES CHAM-
PION ARIZONA STATE SUN DEV-
ILS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 1323, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
BISHOP) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1323. 

This will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 425, nays 0, 
not voting 9, as follows: 

[Roll No. 490] 

YEAS—425 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 

Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 

Brown-Waite, 
Ginny 

Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Carter 
Castle 
Castor 
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