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Our new Secretary of State, Jennifer 

Brunner, supports this legislation. And 
in fact in our primary in March of this 
year, we used paper ballots as backup. 
It is so very important that we don’t 
disappoint any voter when they come 
to the ballot box because a machine is 
down or paper ballots are not available. 

I want to applaud my colleague and 
applaud the work she is doing. The peo-
ple of the United States of America are 
pleased and proud that we are standing 
up to ensure that everybody has the 
right to vote, that their vote is count-
ed, and that vote is secure. I thank you 
very much for your leadership. 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I continue to reserve my 
time. 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. 
The last speaker that we were expect-
ing has not shown, so if the gentleman 
is prepared to close and yield back, I 
will do the same. 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in opposition for a num-
ber of reasons. First and foremost, we 
are putting forward legislation that we 
will not even be able to fund. Appro-
priations said they will not meet, they 
will not pass, so we are telling States 
that this is an IOU. 

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, over $3 bil-
lion in Federal grants have been made 
available to States in 2008 in previous 
years to assist with election systems 
and administration which can include 
the purchase of authorized backup 
paper ballots. Of this amount, over $1 
billion remains unspent, but we are 
asking the Federal Government to 
spend more. 

Mr. Speaker, we are talking about 
paper ballots. Survey after survey of 
Secretaries of States have shown that 
they have backup operations prepared 
for their States and their ballots. Even 
in our own committee, Mr. Speaker, 
you have pointed out time and time 
again that paper ballots are where mis-
takes are made when they are hand 
counted. Paper ballots are where 
things become manipulated. So, Mr. 
Speaker, I ask for a ‘‘no’’ vote. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 

Speaker, I would urge that we approve 
this very modest measure. As has been 
noted by the White House in their 
statement today, there is $1 billion 
that has been appropriated and re-
mains unspent by States to prepare 
and conduct the 2008 elections. Most of 
those funds are allocated to the pur-
chase of DREs that have been so trou-
blesome, and this authorization would 
allow for a very modest portion of a 
maximum of $75 million of that appro-
priated funds to be used for backup 
paper ballots. 

In my own county of Santa Clara, we 
ran out of ballots this election year, 
and people were scrambling. That was 
before the massive budget cuts that the 
county is facing. And I will just say 

this. Having been on the board of su-
pervisors for longer than I have been in 
the United States House of Representa-
tives, I understand how tough it is to 
balance those budgets. At local govern-
ment, there is no deficit spending. 
What you have got is what you can 
spend. So county boards of supervisors 
all over the country are trying to fig-
ure out how to run an election with 
local funds and also keep the county 
hospital open and also fund the sher-
iff’s department and also keep the 
parks open and keep the streets paved. 

I fear that backup paper ballots in 
November are not going to compete 
with some of the more pressing needs 
and so this bill is enormously impor-
tant. We can pass it today and have a 
more orderly election so that no Amer-
ican is denied their right to vote. I 
urge Members to put partisanship 
aside, to support this very modest 
measure that is supported by election 
officials all over the United States. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in strong support of the Backup 
Paper Ballot Bill. This bill will ensure our com-
mitment to improving a secure, reliable, acces-
sible voting system for all Americans, and help 
secure our nation’s confidence in the election 
result. 

Voting is one of the most fundamental rights 
in our democratic system. The U.S. Constitu-
tion promises every eligible American an equal 
and fair opportunity to participate in the polit-
ical process. In order to keep our country 
strong, we must encourage our citizens to 
vote and when they vote, we must guarantee 
that their vote will count. 

The 2008 election promises to bring out 
record numbers to the polls. In past elections, 
such as Florida and Pennsylvania, machine 
failures caused voters to be turned away and 
long lines at the polls. Encouraging the use of 
emergency paper ballots will help ensure that 
every voter will have their vote count, and 
make it less likely that voters will be turned 
away from the polls because of machine mal-
function. Although many states require back 
up paper ballots they don’t have the resources 
to do it. 

This bill will provide grants to state and local 
governments to purchase backup paper bal-
lots in the event that an electronic voting sys-
tem fails to operate properly or there is some 
other emergency situation. Participation would 
be voluntary and states would have to institute 
eligible programs. 

We must take the necessary precautions to 
ensure that the voices of all Americans are 
heard in the 2008 election. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this bill. 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
ZOE LOFGREN) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5803. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Mr. 
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

PROCEDURE FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF RESOLUTION RAISING A 
QUESTION OF THE PRIVILEGES 
OF THE HOUSE IF OFFERED 
TODAY 
Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
if the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
KUCINICH) offers a resolution as a ques-
tion of the privileges of the House at 
any time on the legislative day of July 
15, 2008— 

(1) the previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered thereon without in-
tervening motion except one motion to 
refer and one motion to table (which 
shall have precedence in the order stat-
ed); and 

(2) the Speaker may postpone further 
proceedings on such a vote on any such 
motion as though under clause 
8(a)(1)(A) of rule XX. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 5959, INTELLIGENCE AU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2009 
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, from the 

Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 110–759) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 1343) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5959) to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2009 for intelligence and intelligence- 
related activities of the United States 
Government, the Community Manage-
ment Account, and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Retirement and Dis-
ability System, and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the House Cal-
endar and ordered to be printed. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 3999, NATIONAL HIGHWAY 
BRIDGE RECONSTRUCTION AND 
INSPECTION ACT OF 2008 
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, from the 

Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 110–760) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 1344) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3999) to 
amend title 23, United States Code, to 
improve the safety of Federal-aid high-
way bridges, to strengthen bridge in-
spection standards and processes, to in-
crease investment in the reconstruc-
tion of structurally deficient bridges 
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