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Carolina. There are a number of ear-
marks similar to this in the Labor- 
HHS bill which we won’t see later this 
year. These are funds set aside for eco-
nomic development, business incuba-
tors and workforce programs. 

I would never argue, nor would any of 
us in our campaign literature, that this 
is a proper role and function of govern-
ment. Yet we see time and again ear-
mark after earmark to fund these 
kinds of programs. 

This is not the first time I have chal-
lenged an earmark for this specific 
group. In fact, last year I came to the 
floor and argued that this group need 
not have Federal funds to carry out its 
objective. I say this because Advantage 
West Economic Development Group’s 
Website has a long list of corporate 
sponsors, including BB&T, BellSouth, 
Qualcomm, Sprint, UBS, Verizon and 
Wachovia. In addition to more than 80 
corporate sponsors listed, the group 
also counts the National Park Service, 
National Endowment for the Arts and 
the U.S. Department of Commerce as 
‘‘funding partners.’’ 

On top of that, the group received a 
$282,000 earmark in last year’s appro-
priation bill. 

So why in the world, Mr. Speaker, 
with so much financial support coming 
here should this group receive an addi-
tional subsidy? It simply makes no 
sense at all. 

I think that we ought to mention 
here, as was mentioned in the July 9 
issue of Roll Call, that we often hear 
that earmarks are given out because 
Members know their districts much 
better than faceless bureaucrats in 
some department. 
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But why is it, then, if there is such a 
noble purpose for earmarks, and the 
Members are simply knowing their dis-
trict and getting these districts, why is 
there such a disproportionate alloca-
tion of earmarks? Why are so many 
going to leadership or so-called vulner-
able Members on one side. 

Why are earmarks given out to Mem-
bers who are at risk of losing their 
election? According to a Roll Call arti-
cle just a few days ago, it said that 
‘‘Sixteen Democrats in the ‘Frontline’ 
program, aimed at protecting the 29 
most vulnerable House Democrats, se-
cured $810,000 worth of earmarks each’’ 
in the Labor-HHS bill. This is not a 
one-sided effort. It’s not just the Demo-
crats, it’s my party as well. 

The article went on to say, ‘‘Among 
the 23 Republican incumbents partici-
pating in the ‘Regain Our Majority 
Program’ this cycle, 14 secured $900,000 
or more in the Labor-HHS bill. 

‘‘Twelve of those—the Republicans 
pulled down $1 million or more in the 
CJS bill, with 8 of them securing $1.5 
million each.’’ 

Again, why is it, after we hear all 
this lofty rhetoric about earmarks, be-

cause we know our constituents best, 
why is it that the only ones that really 
know their constituents best are those 
who are at risk of not being re-elected 
back to this body? It simply doesn’t 
make sense. It cheapens this institu-
tion. We are a better institution than 
that, and we should, we should respect 
this institution more than that and re-
spect taxpayers’ money more than 
that. 

Also, another reason that’s often 
given for earmarks is that we need to 
provide oversight. Earmarking is a way 
to provide oversight, because, after all, 
we know better than those bureaucrats 
on how to spend money. 

I asked the Congressional Research 
Service to do a little research to see 
where the actual oversight in Congress 
has gone since the contemporary prac-
tice of earmarking has really started in 
the mid-1990s. If you look at the 104th 
Congress, we just had—not very many 
earmarks. By the time we got to the 
109th Congress, we were up around, I 
think, the final numbers were about 
15,000 earmarks. Yet the oversight 
hearings actually go down. That’s not 
a legitimate reason for earmarking. 
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HONORING HOWARD COBLE FOR 
BEING THE LONGEST-SERVING 
NORTH CAROLINA REPUBLICAN 
IN U.S. HOUSE HISTORY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today is a 
special day in the history of North 
Carolina, this Congress, and especially 
in the life of public service led by Con-
gressman HOWARD COBLE from North 
Carolina’s Sixth Congressional Dis-
trict. 

Today, Congressman COBLE becomes 
the longest-serving Republican from 
North Carolina in the history of the 
House of Representatives. His nearly 24 
years of congressional service eclipses 
the record of service previously held by 
Jim Broyhill, who served from 1963 to 
1986. 

HOWARD has a sterling reputation as 
a man of integrity and principle, a rep-
resentative who stands for what is 
right and who fights on behalf of what 
makes America a great Nation. He is a 
truly independent voice for North 
Carolina and Washington. I consider it 
a profound honor to call HOWARD a dear 
friend, and I always look forward to 
working with him in Congress on be-
half of the people of North Carolina. 

In addition to his unimpeachable 
character, HOWARD COBLE is a cham-
pion for his constituents, whether he is 
working in Washington or back in 
North Carolina. He is passionate about 
constituent service, and he never backs 
down from a challenge to do what 
makes sense for those he represents in 
North Carolina’s Sixth District. 

His North Carolina values of hard 
work, common sense and sacrifice, on 
behalf of those he serves, have made 
HOWARD not just the longest-serving 
Republican from North Carolina but 
also a tremendously effective legis-
lator. 

The dean of the North Carolina dele-
gation is also in possession of one of 
the sharpest wits in Congress. He is re-
nowned for his deadpan humor and 
loves a good joke, even if it’s at his 
own expense. As I am sure his constitu-
ents are aware, HOWARD is always 
ready with a cheerful greeting and a 
welcoming smile for whoever crosses 
his path. 

In fact, many of those who meet 
HOWARD for the first time will quickly 
realize his affection for his constitu-
ents in his district. He can hardly meet 
a constituent without inquiring about 
their high school alma mater and then 
rattling off their high school’s mascot. 

It’s not just that HOWARD knows the 
high school mascot of every high 
school in his district, it’s that he cares 
about the little details that mean so 
much to average North Carolinians. 
Perhaps the most fitting summary of 
HOWARD’s personality is that he is the 
essence of what it means to be a south-
ern gentleman, someone who simply 
exudes kindness, charm and compas-
sion. 

Of course, HOWARD’s sharp wit can be 
a two-edged sword. Last month his 
sense of humor almost killed someone. 
At the North Carolina GOP convention, 
he cracked a joke to Senator Robert 
Pittenger, who is campaigning to be-
come North Carolina’s lieutenant gov-
ernor. Pittenger nearly expired after 
choking on his meal in mid-chuckle. 
Reliable sources have hinted that the 
joke might have been a variation of 
HOWARD’s feisty mountain woman one- 
liner that he routinely uses to describe 
me. Fortunately, former presidential 
candidate Mike Huckabee was there to 
rescue Pittenger from HOWARD’s humor 
with a well-placed Heimlich maneuver. 

All kidding aside, one thing I admire 
most about Congressman COBLE is the 
fact he has served so long and so admi-
rably while still retaining the North 
Carolina values that helped bring him 
to Congress 24 years ago. He has no 
doubt seen much during his tenure 
from the last days of the Soviet Union 
and the fall of the Berlin Wall, to the 
heady days of the implementation of 
the GOP’s Contract with America in 
1995, and then the dark days after Sep-
tember 11. Throughout it all, Congress-
man COBLE has been a consistent, car-
ing legislator who represents the very 
best of our great State of North Caro-
lina. 

Today, I salute HOWARD COBLE, my 
friend, for his many years of service. 
On this historic day, I wish him many 
more years of faithfully serving his 
constituents and his country. 

HOWARD is truly one of a kind. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 14:07 May 03, 2011 Jkt 079102 PO 00000 Frm 00082 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\H15JY8.000 H15JY8er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 11 15095 July 15, 2008 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE CRISIS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I wonder 
if the American taxpayers know that 
they are now the insurance company 
for Wall Street and for Wall Street’s 
high-risk investors. 

I am very pleased to begin this 
evening joined by our dear and re-
spected colleague from the great City 
of Cleveland, Congressman DENNIS 
KUCINICH, and would yield the first por-
tion of the hour and such time as he 
may consume on the very important 
subject of the mortgage foreclosure cri-
sis and the financial crisis facing our 
Nation. 

Mr. KUCINICH. I want to thank the 
gentlelady from Ohio, my long-time 
friend and colleague, Representative 
MARCY KAPTUR, for organizing this spe-
cial order and for her continued com-
mitment to addressing the foreclosure 
crisis, which is ravaging communities 
like Toledo and Cleveland and cities 
across this country. 

I would also like to thank Chair-
woman MAXINE WATERs for her persist-
ence in addressing the foreclosure cri-
sis and the subprime crisis. It has been 
an honor for me to work with Con-
gresswoman KAPTUR and Congress-
woman WATERS on this very important 
matter. 

My subcommittee, the Subcommittee 
on Domestic Policy of the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform, 
a subcommittee of which I am chair, 
has held five hearings over the past 2 
years regarding the foreclosure crisis, 
predatory lending, lasting effects. 

What we have found is that neighbor-
hoods are totally blameless victims of 
the foreclosure crisis. When homes are 
lost to foreclosure, property values of 
the surrounding homes plummet, and 
owners lose equity in their homes. 

When you go into a neighborhood 
like Slavic Village in Cleveland where 
I am from, and you look how certain 
people built a community there, an 
older ethnic community, where people 
would take pride in their property, in 
keeping it immaculate, and then you 
see foreclosures in the community. 
Suddenly, someone who has had a prop-
erty that they have kept up for 40 or 50 
years, sees their property values de-
cline because of the foreclosures 
around them and sees their property 
actually at risk, the fire hazards and 
safety hazards because of the fore-
closures around them. 

We are seeing people who, for their 
family, their home is their biggest in-
vestment in their life. That’s the way 
it is for most Americans, seeing their 
investments threatened because of the 
sharp practices in subprime lending, 
and in the foreclosure scandal that has 

hit this country that Congresswoman 
KAPTUR has been one of the primary 
spokespersons on in terms of exposing. 

We see these demands for services, 
municipal services. They increase as 
the foreclosures run wild, more police 
and firemen needed where there are a 
lot of foreclosed homes, increased so-
cial services and code enforcement. 
When you think of a foreclosed home, 
the cost of the foreclosed house goes 
far beyond the cost of the house itself. 

Unfortunately, the State of Ohio and 
the City of Cleveland have been at the 
center of this crisis for some time now. 
According to RealtyTrac, which is an 
independent group that gathers infor-
mation on foreclosure, four Ohio cities 
are in the top 20 metropolitan areas af-
fected by foreclosures. Moreover, the 
Cleveland metropolitan area ranks 
sixth in the Nation for percentage of 
houses in foreclosure, which is a stag-
gering statistic, considering our city’s 
modest property values and the cost of 
living, which in Cleveland is relatively 
inexpensive. 

Ms. KAPTUR. If the gentleman 
would yield just for a moment. 

Mr. KUCINICH. I would certainly 
yield to my friend. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Perhaps I could point 
out on the map, of course, Cleveland 
the most affected region of Ohio, Cuya-
hoga County, if we look back to 1997, 
here, and you just look at the colors 
alone, you have a sense of how many 
people are actually losing their homes 
in that region versus Columbus, Ohio; 
Cincinnati, Ohio; my own region, the 
greater Toledo area. The change be-
tween 2007 and 1997 in the last decade, 
it’s just, it’s profound. 

Mr. KUCINICH. If I may, what the 
gentlelady points out, you can look at 
the research that uses foreclosure and 
lending data. In Cleveland, the parts of 
the city where the depository banks 
made very few prime loans, they also 
saw the highest percentage of subprime 
loans and subsequently, or con-
sequently, the highest number of fore-
closures. 

So it should not be the least bit sur-
prising to anyone, then, that the pat-
tern of foreclosures mirrors almost ex-
actly the established patterns of low- 
prime loans and high numbers of 
subprime loans. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Absolutely, and each 
red dot on this map of Ohio represents 
10 foreclosures. If we look at the same 
period of time and how many new fil-
ings are fueling this foreclosure 
growth, we can go back to 1997 and 
look at 21,000 filings every single year. 
The number increases to where last 
year there were over 83,230 filings. 
Many of those, the gentleman states, 
so-called subprime, concentrated in 
communities that were working class 
and poor. There was a targeting going 
on around this country. 

Mr. KUCINICH. No question about it, 
to my good friend MARCY KAPTUR. 

If we dug a little bit deeper, and we 
saw some patterns that reflected ex-
actly what you have said, the patterns 
coincide with some cases with African- 
American neighborhoods because look 
what happened, for years, people in Af-
rican-American neighborhoods couldn’t 
get any loans at all. Then what hap-
pened, the Community Reinvestment 
Act passed, and we were supposed to 
have access to, finally, to credit. 

But banks found a way to go around 
that. Instead of offering prime loans to 
people of color, they came up with 
these subprime packages, no document, 
low-document loans, didn’t tell people 
exactly what was going on. As a result, 
people got in over their heads, and they 
ended up losing their homes. 

Now, some people will say well, they 
should have known. But let me tell you 
something. One of the most significant 
challenges in this country is a issue of 
financial literacy. It’s not a color 
issue, because the fact of the matter is 
that working-class people are and peo-
ple who are poor people, often have a 
problem with the issues of the financial 
literacy. It’s called reading the fine 
print, looking at the bottom line. 

So you rely, and you trust people, 
you think that the banks are going to 
be fair to you. You think they are 
going to tell you the whole story. You 
think that you are going to be given an 
opportunity to have an even break. Not 
so, you look at the filings. 

Ms. KAPTUR. If the gentleman, my 
dear friend Congressman KUCINICH 
would agree with this, in many of those 
neighborhoods there literally were no 
regular banks. In other words, they red 
lined the community providing no de-
cent financial institutions, leaving 
them with those payday cash checking 
or check cashing operations in those 
communities. 

Then all of the money that would 
flow into those communities, whether 
it was Social Security for senior citi-
zens who had worked, veterans dis-
ability benefits for people who had 
served our country, where would they 
take that check to cash it? 
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There was no place. It was redlined. 
So those dollars were systematically 
removed. That’s what redlining was 
about—their money systematically re-
moved from those communities and put 
somewhere else—and then the very 
people in those communities couldn’t 
get mortgage insurance for their 
homes, so they were sucked dry. That’s 
why we had the Home Mortgage Disclo-
sure Act. It was to say, hey, people in 
these neighborhoods have savings; they 
have income; they shouldn’t have to 
pay all this money to cash a check. 
Then when we made them abide by the 
law and treat every citizen with the re-
spect they’re due, they came up with 
the subprime gimmick. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Exactly. 
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