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By providing advanced information tech-

nology and engineering systems, MITRE con-
tributes to various areas vital to our Nation’s 
defense. MITRE is known for its leading role 
in many successful defense systems that se-
cure our Nation from attack, including the 
SemiAutomatic Ground Environment (SAGE), 
the Cheyenne Mountain and the NORAD com-
plex, Ballistic Missile Early Warning System 
(BMEWS), Joint STARS Aircraft and the Joint 
Tactical Information and Distribution System. 

The women and men of MITRE provide 
their sophisticated skills through times of 
grave conflict. MITRE personnel have been 
deployed in the combat zones in Vietnam, Iraq 
and Afghanistan, and on September 11, 2001, 
MITRE teams rushed to Ground Zero in New 
York minutes after the attacks to offer crucial 
assistance. The 6,000 professionals employed 
at MITRE are the essence of this company, 
dedicating their services whenever and wher-
ever at a moment’s notice. 

Madam Speaker, I commend MITRE Cor-
poration on its 50 year milestone of services. 
It is an innovative corporation that channels all 
of its resources to the defense of our Nation. 
I wish them great success in the years to 
come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. GERSON I. 
COOPER 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Mr. Gerson I. Coo-
per for his 50 years of service as President 
and CEO of Botsford Health Care, located in 
Oakland County, Michigan. 

Mr. Cooper has spent the majority of his life 
working for Botsford Health Care. After 26 
years of strong commitment to patients in the 
community, Mr. Cooper became President and 
CEO of Botsford Health Care. Following his 
retirement, Mr. Cooper will take on a new 
challenge as a leader of a capital campaign in 
support of Botsford Hospital’s new cancer cen-
ter. 

Throughout the years, Mr. Cooper has dedi-
cated his time to improving the community 
through the Foundation of Youth and Families, 
a group he helped organize to assist families 
in need. On a statewide level, he has served 
on numerous councils and committees, includ-
ing the Michigan Health and Hospital Associa-
tion, which advocates for hospitals and pa-
tients. 

I also want to commend Mr. Cooper on the 
many awards he has earned recognizing com-
mitment to public service. Just to name a few, 
Mr. Cooper earned the ‘‘Award of Merit’’ from 
the American Osteopathic Hospital Associa-
tion, the ‘‘Distinguished Service Award’’ from 
the College of Osteopathic Healthcare Execu-
tives, and the ‘‘Meritorious Key Award’’ from 
the Michigan Health and Hospital Association. 

Madam Speaker, I want to recognize and 
thank Mr. Gerson I. Cooper for his many years 
of dedication to serving Oakland County resi-
dents and extend my best wishes. 

TRIBUTE TO PETTY OFFICER 
TYRONE LOGAN 

HON. THELMA D. DRAKE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the outstanding achievements of Explo-
sive Ordinance Disposal Technician 1st Class 
(EWS) Tyrone Logan, and commend him on 
his great devotion to the United States. 
Named a 2008 U.S. Fleet Forces Command 
Sea Sailor of the Year by the United States 
Navy, Petty Officer Logan’s dedication and 
leadership proved him a strong candidate for 
this extremely competitive award. 

Petty Officer Logan is one of six recipients 
of this prestigious award. Along with the U.S. 
Navy, the Fleet Reserve Association worked 
to establish this program in 1972. The es-
teemed program recognizes the Navy’s top 
Sailors through presentations, awards, and 
meritorious advancement to the next pay 
grade. 

Serving in both the United States Marine 
Corps and the United States Navy, Petty Offi-
cer Logan has taken a very active role in the 
defense of our Nation. He has been deployed 
to such places as Mosul and Baghdad in Iraq, 
as well as Pakistan and Africa. He has also 
been awarded various honors including two 
Navy Achievement Medals and a Purple 
Heart. Further, Petty Officer Logan’s 
mentorship to colleagues has been noted. 
These accolades serve as a testament to 
Petty Officer Logan’s strength of character and 
commitment to our national values. 

With this award, Petty Officer Logan has 
joined an elite group of Sailors who have 
achieved this goal. I am certain that his in-
credible accomplishments, dedication to our 
country and evident leadership talents will 
continue to speak highly of him, as they do 
now. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, on Monday 
July 14, 2008 I missed rollcall votes 486, 487, 
and 488. Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘aye’’ on all three votes. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GEN. T. MICHAEL 
‘‘BUZZ’’ MOSELEY 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to General T. Michael 
Moseley for his long and distinguished career 
in the U.S. Air Force and for his unwavering 
commitment to his country. After 37 years of 
honorable service including over 2,800 hours 

in flight, General Moseley will surely be 
missed, but his many accomplishments will al-
ways be remembered and surely outlast his 
service. 

General Moseley’s vast knowledge and un-
derstanding of national security policies can 
be credited to his tenure at Texas A&M ac-
quiring his bachelors and masters degrees in 
Political Science. In 1971, during his college 
career, General Moseley enlisted in the Air 
Force, thus beginning one of the most deco-
rated and honorable careers in Air Force his-
tory. 

After college, his military education contin-
ued. He attended Squadron Officer School, 
Fighter Weapons Instructor Course, Air Com-
mand and Staff College, U.S. Air Force Joint 
Senior Battle Commander’s Course, National 
War College, and Combined Force Air Com-
ponent Commander Course during his career. 

With the knowledge acquired combined with 
genuine devotion, General Moseley was an 
obvious choice for demanding positions involv-
ing command. His influence had a positive ef-
fect with the F–15 Division of the Air Force 
Fighter Weapons School at Nellis Air Force 
Base, Nevada and the 33rd Operations Group 
at Eglin Air Force Base, Florida. His work with 
the F–15 was essential to the success the 
plane had during the wars of the Persian Gulf 
and Desert Storm. Under his direction as flight 
and weapons instructor, it was no surprise that 
the F–15 proved more than formidable with a 
perfect air to air combat record in the Persian 
Gulf and in Desert Storm. 

His commitment is not constrained to just 
survival in battle, but for preparing the Air 
Force for the 21st century On the day of his 
swearing in, General Moseley laid out his in-
tentions as the Air Force’s 18th Chief of Staff. 
He said, ‘‘We are all going to make it our life’s 
work for you to be proud of us and it is our 
continued promise that we Airmen will be the 
best in the world at what we do—dominating 
air and space.’’ 

General Moseley sought to maintain the 
prestige the Air Force had inherited throughout 
the years of superior aeronautical innovations. 
With his many accomplishments and various 
recognitions both national and international, 
General Moseley did exactly what he sought 
out to do: developing and preparing the Air 
Force for the new century. 

His services include Director Liaison for the 
Secretary of the Air Force; Deputy Director for 
Politico-Military Affairs for Asia/Pacific and the 
Middle East, the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Chief of 
Staff of the Air Force, and Chair and Professor 
of Joint and Combined Warfare at the National 
War College. 

General Moseley was greatly admired by his 
peers, and received various awards for his ef-
forts during his years in service. His awards 
include Distinguished Service medals with oak 
leaf clusters, medals for his efforts on Global 
War on Terrorism, and from foreign countries 
such as Korea, France, Brazil, and the Repub-
lic of Singapore. General Moseley has even 
been knighted receiving the title of Knight 
Commander from Queen Elizabeth II sharing 
this title with others like Presidents Reagan 
and Eisenhower. 

In the 37 years General Moseley gave to 
the Air Force, the service has grown stronger, 
prouder, and more prepared for whatever the 
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future holds. As an Air Force veteran and 
founder of the House Air Force Caucus, I 
know what a difficult job General Moseley un-
dertook. And I also know what a great and 
honorable career he had. He deserves the re-
spect and admiration of all Americans. Thank 
you General Moseley for your dedication, 
ideals, and service to our country. America is 
a better and safer place because of General 
Michael Moseley’s service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO TUSKEGEE AIRMAN 
LEON ‘‘WOODIE’’ SPEARS 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Leon ‘‘Woodie’’ Spears, a Tuskegee Air-
man whose death on May 12, 2008 saddened 
an entire community. Mr. Spears, a resident of 
Hayward, California, was a member of the leg-
endary African American fighter group known 
as the Tuskegee Airmen, who flew for the 
U.S. Army Air Force during World War II. 
Later in life, he traveled all over the country to 
speak about his life and inspire people with 
his ‘‘Dare to Dream’’ theme. 

Mr. Spears, affectionately known as 
‘‘Woodie,’’ was born in Colorado in January of 
1924. He grew up near the Pueblo Municipal 
Airport, where he first heard the drone of a 
plane as a six-year-old and discovered his de-
sire to fly. Overcoming great racial barriers, he 
gained entry to the Tuskegee Institute in Ala-
bama and became a member of the first Afri-
can American group of pilots in U.S. military 
history. 

In 1943, he succeeded as a student at 
Tuskegee and received his flight wings. Mr. 
Spears flew 51 combat missions in World War 
II and 17 in the Korean War. He retired as an 
Army captain. During his career he was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross, a 
Purple Heart, several Air Medals and was 
among the Tuskegee Airmen who received the 
Congressional Gold Medal from President 
Bush in 2007. He later served as an ambas-
sador for the Tuskegee Airmen, where he 
made the elite unit come alive again, even for 
those who knew nothing of its history. 

After retirement from the Air Force, Mr. 
Spears worked for the U.S. Postal Service for 
35 years, and later traveled throughout the 
country talking about his life and experiences. 
Last year alone he made 44 appearances. 

Leon ‘‘Woodie’’ Spears will be long remem-
bered for his patriotism, his enormous cour-
age, his commitment to excellence and his 
dedicated tours of duty. We owe him a debt of 
gratitude for being a Tuskegee Airman and for 
leaving us with a rich history that we shall 
never forget. 

I extend my heartfelt sympathy to Mr. 
Spears’ family. He touched many individuals 
throughout the country who were fortunate to 
know him and to learn a vital part of history 
from his ‘‘Dare to Dream’’ lectures. Countless 
admirers were inspired by his courage and un-
wavering commitment to service. He will be 
missed. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALBIO SIRES 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, I would like to 
state for the record my position on the fol-
lowing votes I missed on July 14, 2008. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on 
Rollcall 486 on H. Res. 1067; ‘‘yes’’ on Rollcall 
487 on H. Res. 1080; and ‘‘yes’’ on Rollcall 
488 on H. Con. Res. 297. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE ORGANIZED 
RETAIL CRIME ACT OF 2008 

HON. BRAD ELLSWORTH 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Madam Speaker, I am 
proud to introduce the Organized Retail Crime 
Act of 2008 today. I would like to thank my 
colleague Congressman JIM JORDAN of Ohio 
for joining me in this effort. 

This important legislation seeks to address 
a growing problem in America: organized retail 
crime—known as ORC. ORC is a criminal en-
terprise where thieves obtain retail merchan-
dise through fraud and theft and then sells the 
goods for profit, often to fund other criminal 
activities. The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
estimates that organized retail crime currently 
accounts for $30 billion in retail losses annu-
ally. And the criminals who form and operate 
these organized crime rings are becoming 
more sophisticated in the ways they sell their 
stolen goods to an often unsuspecting public. 
ORC rings have expanded their base of oper-
ation from the streets, flea markets, and pawn 
shops to the online marketplace where they 
can break the law with anonymity. 

Before I came to Congress, I spent a career 
fighting crime as a member of the 
Vanderburgh County Sheriff Department. I ar-
rested two thieves who were running a sophis-
ticated criminal enterprise from the trunk of 
their car. At a hardware retailer that had sev-
eral Evansville locations, these two thieves 
would pay cash for one drill, make copies of 
the receipt using a copier that they had in the 
trunk of their car, and then boost the same 
drills in bulk. Using the fraudulent copied re-
ceipts, the thieves would then return the stolen 
merchandise and receive cash back multiple 
times over. Today, these thieves may be sell-
ing the stolen merchandise online. 

This is important because not only does 
ORC result in substantial losses for retailers, 
it also has significant consequences for con-
sumers. These criminals often boost products 
like baby formula, diabetic test strips, and 
over-the-counter drugs from retailers. Need-
less to say, they are not interested in the 
proper storage of these sensitive health prod-
ucts, and as a result, the health and safety of 
consumers, who unknowingly purchase these 
products, is often jeopardized. ORC rings also 
negatively impact the bottom line for con-
sumers because leading American retailers 
are forced to spend millions of dollars each 
year conducting loss prevention efforts. 

The Organized Retail Crime Act of 2008 is 
a sensible bill aimed at making ORC a federal 
crime while establishing common sense dis-
closure requirements for high-volume sellers 
on certain online marketplace sites. The online 
marketplace is a viable place of commerce, 
and this legislation establishes necessary 
guidelines on how to thwart illegal activity and 
protect online consumers. 

It is important to note that this legislation 
contains a specific and narrow definition of the 
term ‘‘online marketplace.’’ An online market-
place will be subject to the bill’s requirements 
only if the site has a contractual right to super-
vise the activities of its sellers, or if the online 
site has a financial interest in the sale of 
goods on its site. 

The Organized Retail Crime Act of 2008 re-
quires online auction sites to maintain certain 
information—name, telephone number, email 
address, legitimate physical address, and any 
user identification—of high-volume sellers for 
three years. The site must also keep records 
of all transactions conducted by each high-vol-
ume seller for this same three year period. A 
high-volume seller is defined as someone sell-
ing more than $12,000 in merchandise annu-
ally or more than $5,000 of a specific good. 
Finally, the high-volume seller is required to 
conspicuously post its name, telephone num-
ber, and legitimate address on the online auc-
tion site or instead, may provide this informa-
tion upon the request of a business that has 
a reasonable suspicion that goods were ac-
quired through organized retail crime. 

These simple and non-intrusive disclosure 
and recordkeeping requirements make sense. 
In fact, they are far less intrusive than the in-
formation required at pawn shops throughout 
the country. With over 700,000 people listing 
online auction sales as their primary or sec-
ondary source of income, these basic require-
ments are critical to ensure that criminals can 
be brought to justice while preserving the on-
line marketplace for law-abiding citizens. 

I look forward to working with Chairman 
BOBBY SCOTT on this issue, and I commend 
the Chairman and his colleagues on the Judi-
ciary Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism and 
Homeland Security for having the foresight to 
bring this growing problem to the public’s at-
tention through a committee hearing last Octo-
ber. 

Madam Speaker, the Organized Retail 
Crime Act of 2008 is a non-intrusive, common 
sense bill that aims to dry up avenues for or-
ganized retail criminals to sell their stolen mer-
chandise at the expense of retailers and con-
sumers. I urge my colleagues to join Con-
gressman JORDAN and me in supporting this 
important legislation as a first step toward 
cracking down on organized retail crime. 

f 

TRIBUTE OF LIEUTENANT ROBERT 
LYNESS 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Lieutenant Robert Lyness, a Po-
lice Officer of Pleasanton, California, who is 
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