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Tax Credit was instrumental in preserving the 
historic Nabisco Bakery building. The Com-
monwealth Cornerstone Group, a nonprofit 
created by the Pennsylvania Housing Finance 
Agency that received a $60 million allocation 
of credits in 2006 to use throughout the State, 
used a portion of its allocation to revitalize the 
Nabisco Bakery building into a mixed use de-
velopment to house neighborhood retail busi-
nesses as well as a 110-room hotel. The 
project, once complete, will create approxi-
mately 1,200 jobs for neighborhood residents. 

While I am pleased to point to the Nabisco 
Bakery project as a prime example of how the 
credit is being used to revitalize our distressed 
urban centers, more than 40 percent of my 
constituents live in rural areas. For this rea-
son, I am pleased to see that the Treasury 
Department established rules to ensure that 
rural communities secure a proportional share 
of the investments generated with the credit. 
As we know, it is often the isolated rural com-
munities and businesses that face the most 
significant barriers in terms of attracting out-
side private capital and the credit would be a 
powerful tool in bringing private equity capital 
to rural markets. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting an extension of the New Markets Tax 
Credit which is currently set to expire at the 
end of this year. Our cities and rural towns 
stand to benefit greatly from this program and 
it should be extended. 
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Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life of C.H. ‘‘Boots’’ 
Duesing who passed on July 6, 2008. 

Boots was an entrepreneur whose commit-
ment to his community led to the founding of 
Graduate Service, Inc. Many high school stu-
dents in Southwestern Ohio know Graduate 
Service because it supplies class rings, caps 
and gowns, and commencement announce-
ments to graduating high school students. 

Prior to his business endeavors, Boots grad-
uated from DePauw University and showed 
his passion for his country by serving in the 
U.S. Navy Air Corps for a year. 

Ohio’s Second Congressional District 
shared Boots and his wife Doris with the citi-
zens of Palisades Park, Michigan, where they 
spent their summers. Boots established a 
youth tennis program there which continues to 
thrive to this day. 

Although Boots was active in the community 
and worked to enrich the lives of those living 
in the communities he called home, he was 
most devoted to his family. I am certain that 
his wife Doris; daughters Donna, Susie, 
Nancy, and Linda and his seven grandchildren 
Kelly, Kevin, Matt, Christine, Jessica, Brett 
and Bridget, will miss him terribly and remem-
ber him fondly. They will definitely recall his 
‘‘infectious laugh’’ and ‘‘colorful attire.’’ 

While his passing brings sadness to the 
many lives he touched, his legacy and con-

tributions will be remembered for years to 
come. I ask my colleagues to join with me in 
honoring C.H. ‘‘Boots’’ Duesing, and offering 
condolences to his family. 
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Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the retirement of Mr. Jim Gale, a guid-
ance counselor at Algona High School in 
Algona, Iowa, and to express my appreciation 
for his years of dedication and commitment to 
the youth of Iowa. 

After graduating from Akron High School 
and receiving his education degree and mas-
ter’s degree in counseling from South Dakota 
University, Jim Gale has spent the past 39 
years contributing his time and talents to youth 
development. He began by teaching for 5 
years and then counseling for 2 years at a 
small school in Minnesota before coming to 
Algona High School as a guidance counselor, 
where he remained for the past 32 years. 
Through teaching, counseling, and coaching 
sports, Jim has touched the lives of thousands 
of students. Inspired to become a counselor 
because of the great impact his own counselor 
had on him while growing up, Jim says the 
most memorable experience he will take with 
him is seeing students come in as freshmen 
and mature into seniors, later becoming ma-
ture adults giving back to their communities. 

Although his leadership will be missed, Jim 
Gale has made a lasting impact on the many 
students and teachers he has worked with 
over his career, and he plans to continue serv-
ing his community through part-time guidance 
and counseling at schools in the area and 
other volunteer efforts. I consider it an honor 
to represent Jim Gale in the United States 
Congress, and I wish him and his wife Marilyn 
a long, happy and healthy retirement as they 
enjoy their grandchildren and continued com-
munity involvement. 
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Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Cooper Knecht, a principal at 
Herndon Magnet School in Caddo Parish. 
Knecht was recently awarded the Principal of 
the Year Award from Louisiana State Depart-
ment of Education and the State Board of Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education. This fall 
her dedication will rise to new heights as she 
serves as superintendent for Region 7 
schools. 

Knecht’s designation as Principal of the 
Year was based on evident collaborative and 
instructional leadership. Knecht was also ap-
pointed according to her community contribu-
tions, affiliation with educational organizations, 

and ability to inspire students to achieve scho-
lastic accomplishments. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in celebrating the accomplishments of 
Cooper Knecht. Her dedication to the growth 
and development of America’s future leaders 
is worthy of applaud. Her leadership is a ben-
eficial element to education in the 5th Con-
gressional District of Louisiana that deserves 
acknowledgement. 
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Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, today I come to 
pay tribute to a long time cultural icon in 
Southeast Texas. A.J. Judice was a proud 
ambassador of his Cajun heritage and used 
his life to promote and spread their culture 
across the area. His family started Judice’s 
French Market 80 years ago and introduced 
Cajun food to the region for the first time. 
Known for his black beret, white moustache, 
red scooter, and colorful personality, Judice 
was truly a Southeast Texas original. 

Albin Joseph ‘‘A.J’’ Judice, Jr. was born in 
Port Arthur in 1927. He graduated from Thom-
as Jefferson High School in 1945, the same 
year that his beloved Yellow Jackets played 
for the State championship, he so frequently 
bragged. He spent 2 years as a Merchant 
Mariner, allowing him to see the world. His 
heart and his future, however, belonged in 
Texas. He married Lois the former senior 
prom queen in 1948. They had two children in 
one year, eventually having five in all. 

Judice is most recognized as the mascot for 
the restaurants and grocery stores that have 
been in his family since the 1920’s. His family 
opened Judice’s French Market in 1927 in 
their single car garage while the family lived 
above. They moved in the 1930s and settled 
where they still operate today. A.J. and his 
mother, ‘‘Maw Maw’’ Judice, are credited as 
being the first store in Texas to sell live craw-
fish and hot boudain, two staples of any Cajun 
diet. He was always happy to announce that 
their seafood ‘‘slept in the Gulf last night.’’ 
They also own Larry’s French Market in 
Groves. Though he passed the stores on to 
his sons, the caricature of Judice in his apron 
and beret is still used to advertise the store. 
Thanks to him, ‘‘crawfish season’’ is just as 
popular as ‘‘football season’’ in Southeast 
Texas. 

Judice was known as the ‘‘Crazy French-
man’’ and he definitely lived up to the brand-
ing. He helped popularize the sport of Craw-
fish racing in Southeast Texas, a sport created 
to celebrate the Cajun lifestyle. In the early 
1960’s, Texas Governor Preston Smith ap-
pointed him as a Texas Crawfish Racing Com-
missioner. It was then that he coined his fa-
mous cheer, ‘‘Hot boudain, and cold cush 
cush! Come on crawfish, push push push!’’ 
A.J. and his crawfish eventually won the world 
championship in Breaux Bridge, Louisiana. He 
was so well known that a 1980’s USA Today 
article spotlighted Judice and his racing 
mudbugs. CBS news featured him on a cover 
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