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A TRIBUTE TO TOM LANTOS 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, poet and capitol tour guide Albert C. 
Caswell has penned a number of heartfelt trib-
utes and recently, he wrote a piece dedicated 
to Representative Tom Lantos, our friend and 
colleague, who passed away on February 11, 
2008. I was honored to travel with Congress-
man Lantos and his wife Annette in their na-
tive Hungary as a member of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee and as a Washington neigh-
bor. 

FROM OUT OF THE DARKNESS 
(By Albert Carey Caswell) 

From out of the darkness, as so comes the 
light! 

From out of such evil, as so comes the good 
into that night . . . as ever there burn-
ing bright . . . 

From out of a child, who has so witnessed 
such injustice . . . can so come the bat-
tle, can so come the fight! 

To witness such darkness, to face such an 
early dark death! 

To carry such horrors, so deep down in ones 
chest . . . as Satan’s warriors aggress 
. . . 

To stand up and fight, to become such a true 
champion of right . . . as this our 
world you so bless! 

To forge victory, from all of your most noble 
deeds . . . to have the battle won . . . 

To leave your homeland, for but a bright new 
shining future . . . that you have begun 
. . . 

To witness within your soul, the cost of vic-
tory you behold . . . ever ready to 
fight, for a new day’s dawn . . . 

To be a crusader for all which is good, for 
those most noblest of causes. Tom you 
so would . . . 

To fight off the darkness and evil hatred 
with all your might . . . to bring the 
light with all that you could! 

To be a true champion among men, as is this 
fine son . . . who has so brought such 
hope and such good . . . 

For the life of Thomas Lantos, is but a mag-
nificent battle as won! 

As this great warrior has so endeavored, to 
fight the good fight . . . when and 
wherever hatred’s begun! 

Who as a child, witnessed evil’s contempt 
ever so vile . . . for our Lord’s, most 
precious daughters and sons . . . 

When you look, for hatred . . . in these our 
most trying of times . . . 

As there too, you shall ever so find . . . a 
man of action, who so comes to mind! 

To carry that fight, against dark ignorance 
and hate . . . for human rights, as is 
his life’s mission so fine . . . 

As a Father, and as a Husband . . . and truly 
a great Rhyme . . . 

As all throughout his lifetime, Thomas Lan-
tos . . . has took the greatest of stands! 

As a great American Hungarian, as an exam-
ple for hearts to carry on . . . so bless-
ing our heartland 

Whenever you walk into that the darkest of 
all nights . . . 

Ever remember my child, that out of your 
faith, courage and your love . . . but 
comes the light! 

For as long as we have men, who to great 
heights so ascend . . . than evil shall 
never so rule the night! 
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HONORING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
LOUISIANA AT MONROE’S ELE-
MENTARY EDUCATION PROGRAM 

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend the University of Louisiana 
at Monroe (ULM) for its recent designation as 
one of only ten universities in our nation 
whose elementary education program received 
full passing marks from National Council on 
Teacher Quality for its preparation for future 
mathematics teachers. 

As our nation’s educators continue to strive 
to improve and strengthen education in Amer-
ica, the need to ensure our children have a 
strong background in mathematics is becom-
ing increasingly important in a generation 
where breakthroughs in fields such as re-
search and technology are occurring every 
day. 

To keep the United States on the cutting 
edge of these advancements, we must work to 
ensure our children are properly prepared 
from the very first day of their education. Uni-
versities such as ULM and the nine other uni-
versities acknowledged by the council are 
surely doing their part to make certain the 
teachers who complete their programs are 
ready to meet the challenges of educating the 
new generation. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me today in honoring the University of Lou-
isiana at Monroe elementary education pro-
gram and its efforts to produce quality edu-
cators in the field of mathematics. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE CAPTIVE 
PRIMATE SAFETY AND DIS-
ABLED HUMAN ASSISTANCE ACT 

HON. DON YOUNG 
OF ALASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Madam Speaker, 
today, I am introducing a bill to assist a re-
markable nonprofit humanitarian organization 
known as Helping Hands. 

This organization, which was first estab-
lished in 1979, has placed 131 specially 
trained capuchin monkeys in the homes of se-
verely disabled Americans throughout the 
country at absolutely no cost to the recipient. 

While Helping Hands initially received some 
financial assistance from the National Science 
Foundation, the Paralyzed Veterans of Amer-
ica and the U.S. Veterans Administration, it 
has been operating solely on its own since its 
final government grant in 1994. The purpose 
of this legislation is not to authorize any gov-
ernment funding for this organization. In fact, 
it is simply designed to correct what I am sure 

is an unintended consequence of a bill, H.R. 
2964, the Captive Wildlife Safety Act that 
passed the House of Representatives on June 
17, 2008. 

The measure I am introducing today is a so-
lution to the problem created by H.R. 2964 
which would prohibit the transportation of 
nonhuman primates across State lines. Since 
this legislation is pending action in the other 
body, I have incorporated the text of the Cap-
tive Wildlife Safety Act, as passed by the 
House, in this measure with the modification 
of allowing the Helping Hands organization to 
continue to place their service monkeys in the 
homes of disabled Americans throughout this 
country. It is a narrowly tailored change that 
only exempts a nonprofit organization that pro-
vides service monkeys to recipients with se-
vere mobility impairment. 

Madam Speaker, until my office was re-
cently contacted by a representative of Help-
ing Hands, I was not aware of its existence. I 
was also not aware that capuchin monkeys 
were being specifically trained at the Thomas 
and Agnes Carvel Foundation Center in Bos-
ton to help disabled individuals with simple ev-
eryday tasks. This training lasts between 18 to 
24 months and costs about $10,000 per mon-
key. It is a remarkable program. 

Upon graduation, these trained service mon-
keys are transported by car and plane from 
Boston to disabled recipients throughout the 
United States. The recipients must hold a valid 
state permit for the nonhuman primate and 
Helping Hands retains ownership of the serv-
ice monkey at all times. 

For nearly 30 years, this humanitarian orga-
nization has provided invaluable assistance to 
Americans with polio, multiple sclerosis, spinal 
cord injuries, military veterans who sustained 
severe injuries in Vietnam and Iraq and people 
who are paralyzed or live with other severe 
mobility impairments. The service monkeys 
perform a variety of tasks including retrieving 
dropped items, turning on the television or 
loading a compact disc, putting straws in 
drinking bottles and pushing buttons on per-
sonal computers. Just as importantly, these 
service monkeys provide the disabled recipi-
ents with a sense of independence, compan-
ionship and a renewed enthusiasm for life. 

Madam Speaker, my bill will make a small 
simple modification to the Lacey Act to ensure 
that Helping Hands will be able to continue to 
transport its service monkeys to worthy recipi-
ents in all 50 States and U.S. territories in the 
future. I am confident that the authors of H.R. 
2964 never intended to adversely affect this 
humanitarian group nor did they realize it 
would effectively kill this nationwide effort to 
assist Americans like the marine who was se-
verely injured by a roadside explosion in Iraq. 
As a result of this attack, the marine sustained 
a severe brain injury, lost both legs and one 
of his eyes. Today, he is living in southern 
California and he has become a recent recipi-
ent of a Helping Hand service monkey. 

Madam Speaker, I urge the adoption of the 
Captive Primate Safety and Disabled Human 
Assistance Act. It is a humanitarian solution to 
what would be, if uncorrected, a serious prob-
lem. It is also right that we allow our disabled 
military veterans who have sacrificed so much 
for this country the opportunity to participate in 
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