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the Helping Hands Program. I want to also ac-
knowledge that the Army Veterinary Corps has 
already endorsed its enactment. 
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TRIBUTE TO GARY SINNWELL 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate and recognize Gary Sinnwell 
as the recipient of the 2007 Siemens Award 
for Advanced Placement (AP) for his commit-
ment and enthusiasm as a Mason City, Iowa 
High School teacher. 

Mr. Sinnwell is a mathematics instructor 
who has taught at Mason City High School for 
20 years. He graduated from Waterloo Colum-
bus High School and earned his teaching de-
gree from the University of Northern Iowa. He 
continues to further his education by pursuing 
his master’s degree. Mr. Sinnwell was hum-
bled by the award and contributes his success 
to his own excellent teachers while in high 
school. 

Another secret to Mr. Sinnwell’s success is 
his devotion to serving others. While in col-
lege, he volunteered his time at Waterloo 
West High School and found his calling in 
serving as a role model and helping guide 
youth. Mr. Sinnwell’s goal is to help his stu-
dents work cooperatively and be self-directed 
learners. 

I know that my colleagues in the United 
States Congress join me in commending and 
congratulating Gary Sinnwell. It is an honor to 
represent Mr. Sinnwell in Congress, and I wish 
him the best as he continues to provide a 
positive impact as a role model and educator 
for the youth he serves. 
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DR. JERRY LIN 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, noted historian 
Henry Brooks Adams once said that, ‘‘A 
teacher affects eternity—he can never tell 
where his influence stops.’’ Today I come to 
honor one of the most influential teachers at 
Lamar University. Each year the Lamar Uni-
versity Research Council chooses to honor a 
faculty member for their outstanding contribu-
tions to scholarship, research, grant writing, 
and creative activity. Associate Professor of 
Civil Engineering Dr. Jerry Lin received the 
2008 University Scholar Award, the univer-
sity’s highest honor recognizing research and 
creative activity. 

Since he joined Lamar University in 1999, 
Dr. Lin has been considered one of the lead-
ing investigators in his field. He has received 
over $3 million in research grants where his 
interests include both air quality and water 
quality in environmental science and engineer-
ing. He is particularly well known for his con-
tributions in mercury research. This has led to 
collaborations with the U.S. Army Corps of En-

gineers, the Texas Commission on Environ-
mental Quality, and the Texas Air Research 
Center, among others. 

Dr. Lin has a sincere love for helping and 
teaching. His work as an associate professor 
and academic advisor has affected many 
lives. He has taught 5 undergraduate and 12 
graduate courses at Lamar. Dr. Lin serves as 
the faculty advisor of the American Society of 
Civil Engineers, which has won over 40 re-
gional competitions under his direction since 
2000. 

Dr. Lin is a distinguished author who has 
been quoted by many other researchers all 
over the world, from Canada to France and 
China. He has authored over 100 publications, 
from book chapters to peer-reviewed journal 
articles. Publications such as Environmental 
Science and Technology and the Journal of 
Environmental Engineering have featured his 
work. Dr. Lin has been invited to speak in 
Thailand, Croatia, and across the United 
States. 

Awards and recognition are nothing new to 
Dr. Lin. He has received the University Re-
search Forum Award, Who’s Who in Engineer-
ing and Science, the Gill Master Award for 
Young Investigator, and in 2002 received a 
University Merit Award, which recognizes fac-
ulty members who show an outstanding com-
mitment to education. 

Dr. Lin’s passion for students, his research 
projects and publications, and contributions to 
his field earned him this top honor. I am proud 
to recognize his contributions in the Second 
Congressional District. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on July 
14, 2008, I was unavoidably detained and was 
not able to record my vote for rollcall No. 486. 

Had I been present I would have voted: 
Rollcall No. 486—‘‘yes’’—Recognizing the 

50th anniversary of the crossing of the North 
Pole by the USS Nautilus (SSN 571). 
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TRIBUTE TO MARILYN ADAMS 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate Marilyn Adams 
of Earlham, Iowa for her dedication to pro-
moting farm safety and earning the Volvo for 
Life National Hometown Hero Award. 

The Volvo for Life National Hometown Hero 
Award recognizes leaders in safety, the envi-
ronment and quality of life. In addition to the 
award, Marilyn receives a Volvo vehicle of her 
choice and is able to trade-in for a new Volvo 
vehicle every three years. Marilyn dedicated 
the award to her son who passed away in a 
farm accident over two decades ago. To help 
prevent other farm accidents, Marilyn founded 

Farm Safety 4 Just Kids, which is a farm ad-
vocacy safety organization for children. It start-
ed as a local organization and grew to a na-
tion and international organization which has 
137 chapters across the globe. Marilyn also 
received $100,000 which she is putting into an 
endowment for Farm Safety 4 Just Kids. 

Marilyn’s dedication to educating children 
and her commitment to preserving the lives of 
children in the farming community should be 
commended. I consider it an honor to rep-
resent Marilyn Adams in the United States 
Congress and I wish her and Farm Safety 4 
Just Kids the very best in the future. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
WILLIAM F. ‘‘BILL’’ ROBINSON 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 15, 2008 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of a dedicated 
public servant whose contributions to the resi-
dents of my district will live on for many years 
to come—The Honorable William F. ‘‘Bill’’ 
Robinson. 

Born in Valdosta, GA, Mr. Robinson spent 
part of his youth in Miami, where he excelled 
at baseball. In 1934, he went on to play in the 
Negro Leagues for the Brooklyn Royals, as a 
catcher for the team until 1940. His old uni-
form now hangs in the Negro League’s Base-
ball Museum in Kansas City, MO. 

Moved to Buffalo in 1942, Mr. Robinson em-
ployed his training as a welder and was re-
cruited to build machine guns at the old Buf-
falo Arms plant during World War II. He later 
was employed at International Railway Co., a 
forerunner to the Niagara Frontier Transpor-
tation Authority (NFTA), for which he was one 
of the first African-American bus drivers, retir-
ing in 1979 after 35 years of service. 

What’s most amazing, however, is what Bill 
Robinson did long after most people retire 
from active work service. Retired from the 
NFTA but still active as a Democratic Party 
activist, Mr. Robinson was appointed to the 
County Legislature in the mid-1980s, following 
the death of his son Barry, who had been 
elected to three terms in his own right. 

Mr. Robinson’s service in the Legislature for 
a time coincided with my own service on the 
Buffalo Common Council, and while we rep-
resented different portions of the city, Mr. Rob-
inson’s commitment to his community was on 
constant display. From 1986 to 1993, Bill Rob-
inson served his constituents with honor, dig-
nity and effectiveness. A quiet man with enor-
mous intelligence, it was an honor to call Bill 
Robinson my colleague in government. During 
his time in the Legislature, Bill Robinson 
served with men and women who would later 
become members of Congress, State Sen-
ators, Members of the State Assembly (includ-
ing party floor leaders) and many other office-
holders. 

Madam Speaker, Bill Robinson was a truly 
dedicated public servant; an individual who 
touched the lives of everyone he met. The im-
pact he made in Erie County will forever bear 
his name and legacy. I thank you for joining all 
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