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day who have not eaten because the parents, 
grandparents and in some cases great grand-
parents are just trying to keep the elec-
tricity on. The electric bills in our area have 
tripled. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired. 

The Senator from Maine is recog-
nized. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am 
very pleased to join the Senator from 
Vermont, my friend and colleague, in 
discussing the need for legislation 
which we have introduced to increase 
funding for the low income heating as-
sistance program. 

As my colleague from Vermont has 
described, our citizens in the Northeast 
are facing a crisis this winter. In the 
State of Maine, 80 percent of homes 
rely on home heating oil. The average 
home in Maine uses between 800 and 
1,000 gallons of heating oil to get 
through the winter season. My con-
stituents are looking at paying as 
much as $5,000 this winter to keep 
warm. And this is in a State that ranks 
37th in per capita income. This is a 
true crisis. It is clear that we need to 
do a great deal to solve the overall en-
ergy crisis facing this country. 

We need to produce more, use less, 
and pursue alternatives. But we also 
need to look for short-term help for our 
citizens. The legislation we have co-
sponsored, S. 3186, would provide an ad-
ditional $2.5 billion for the low income 
heating assistance program, known as 
the LIHEAP program. 

Most of our colleagues are pretty fa-
miliar with this program. But let me 
remind them that it is a Federal grant 
program that provides vital funding to 
help very low-income citizens meet 
their home energy needs. The level of 
funding our legislation would provide 
would bring the program up to the 
fully authorized amount of $5.1 billion. 
That is the least we can do. Due to 
record high oil costs, the situation for 
our most vulnerable citizens, particu-
larly the low income and elderly, is es-
pecially dire. 

In my State of Maine, people face a 
crisis as they look ahead and try to fig-
ure out how they are going to stay 
warm this winter. 

Nationwide, over the last few years, 
the numbers of households receiving 
assistance under the LIHEAP program 
increased by 26 percent, from 4.6 mil-
lion to 5.8 million. But during that 
same period, Federal funding increased 
by only 10 percent. The result is that 
the average grant declined from $349 to 
$305 at a time of record high prices. 

The large rapid increase in energy 
prices, combined with lower levels of 
funding available per family, has im-
posed a tremendous hardship on those 
who can afford it least. Our bill would 
provide an additional $2.5 billion as 
emergency funding, and the term 
‘‘emergency’’ could not be more accu-
rate, because that is exactly what we 
face. 

Our Nation is in an energy emer-
gency. Families are already being 
forced to choose between paying for 
food and paying for heat for this com-
ing winter. One woman in Maine told 
me she has to turn over half of her So-
cial Security check to meet the budget 
plan she is on for meeting her obliga-
tions to the oil dealer to stay warm— 
half of her Social Security check. 

She literally is deciding if she can af-
ford to fill the prescription she needs, 
can she buy the healthy food she needs. 
I am worried that we are going to see 
seniors this winter suffering from 
hypothermia. I am worried we are 
going to see deaths from carbon mon-
oxide from bringing in unsafe grills 
trying to stay warm. I am worried we 
are going to see household fires as peo-
ple try to stay warm. 

I tell my colleagues, we must act and 
we must act now. If we can increase 
the funding and help people purchase 
the fuel they need now, it will make a 
real difference. As the Senator from 
Vermont has said, and he is not exag-
gerating, this is a matter of life and 
death. That is not an exaggeration. We 
must act. 

I also want to mention another pro-
gram that cries out for more funding, 
and that is the Weatherization Pro-
gram. We are going to proceed sepa-
rately on the weatherization front, but 
we must not forget that if we can help 
people weatherize their homes, we can 
help them, on average, reduce their 
fuel consumption by 31 percent. It is 
one of the few things we can do right 
now that would make a difference this 
winter. I wish to see us double funding 
for weatherization. The payback is 
enormous. It would make a real dif-
ference. Before the current price spike, 
the Department of Energy estimated 
that weatherization saved the average 
household $358 per year. 

This winter, with the cost of fuel 
doubled what it was last winter, the 
savings will be that much higher as 
well. So let’s do both. Let’s give speedy 
approval to the legislation we have in-
troduced to increase the funding for 
the LIHEAP program so it reaches $5.1 
billion. And then let us, through the 
emergency supplemental bill that I 
hope will be coming to the floor, do a 
substantial increase in the Weatheriza-
tion Program as well. It was so short-
sighted of President Bush to propose 
the termination of the Weatherization 
Program. That makes no sense whatso-
ever. 

The Energy Department’s spending 
bill before the Appropriations Com-
mittee restores some of the money, but 
it is still below the level that was spent 
on weatherization last winter. We 
should be greatly increasing funding 
for weatherization as well. I have been 
working with the Senators from Min-
nesota, both Senator KLOBUCHAR and 
Senator COLEMAN, to lead a bipartisan 
effort. My friend from Vermont and the 

Presiding Officer have also signed onto 
that, calling upon the appropriators to 
increase weatherization funding as 
well. 

If we could provide an additional $40 
million to the Weatherization Pro-
gram, it would help another 15,000 
households who are in need of weather-
ization. 

Let me end my comments by saying 
it is imperative we act both on the leg-
islation to increase funding for the 
LIHEAP program and then proceed to 
also increase funding for weatheriza-
tion as well. It is the least we can do to 
help some of the most vulnerable citi-
zens avoid a true crisis this winter. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The time for morning business 
has expired. 

f 

TOM LANTOS AND HENRY J. HYDE 
UNITED STATES GLOBAL LEAD-
ERSHIP AGAINST HIV/AIDS, TU-
BERCULOSIS, AND MALARIA RE-
AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2008— 
Continued 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate will now continue 
consideration of S. 2731, which the 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 2731) to authorize appropriation 
for fiscal years 2009 through 2013 to provide 
assistance to foreign countries to combat 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria, and for 
other purposes. 

The Senator from New Hampshire is 
recognized. 

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I rise to 
speak in support of the legislation be-
fore the Senate today. This legislation 
is really of historic scope and impor-
tance, dealing with the global crisis of 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and malaria. 

There has been a lot said about this 
legislation. It is certainly not a perfect 
piece of legislation, and rarely do we 
see something that fits that descrip-
tion, but when we talk about infections 
and the impact of HIV/AIDS, tuber-
culosis, and malaria around the world, 
it is hard to exaggerate the devastating 
impact these diseases have had. It is 
also hard to fully appreciate the posi-
tive impact the U.S. leadership in this 
area has had as well. 
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