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REMEMBERING SENATOR JESSE 

HELMS 
Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, I 

was saddened by the news of the death 
of our former colleague, Jesse Helms of 
North Carolina. 

He was a man of strong convictions, 
even if it meant being in opposition of 
his own party. He fought for what he 
believed, and he stood by his word. It 
was a privilege to work with Senator 
Helms, even though we disagreed on 
policy matters, we were able to do 
what we could for the love of our coun-
try. 

Madam President, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in paying tribute to 
this magnificent Senator and a great 
American, and a true patriot. He will 
be missed. 

Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to my honor-
able colleague, Senator Jesse Helms. 
North Carolina’s longest serving popu-
larly elected Senator, Jesse was a good 
friend and a true conservative. I join 
the entire Nation in mourning his pass-
ing. 

Jesse was born in Monroe, NC on Oc-
tober 18, 1921. He attended Wingate 
University and Wake Forest University 
and had a successful career in news-
papers, first as a sports reporter for 
The Raleigh Times and later as the pa-
per’s city news editor. He also served 
as a recruiter for the U.S. Navy during 
World War II and worked in radio and 
television. 

In the 1950s, Helms began to pursue 
his interest in politics, working on Wil-
lis Smith’s U.S. Senate campaign and 
later in his Senate office. Helms also 
worked on Senator Richard Russell’s 
Presidential campaign and I. Beverly 
Lake, Sr.’s gubernatorial campaign. 
After these efforts, Jesse went back to 
journalism serving as the Capitol 
Broadcasting Company’s executive vice 
president, vice chairman of the board 
and assistant chief executive officer. 
From these positions, Jesse gained 
local celebrity as a conservative com-
mentator on the Raleigh-based tele-
vision station. 

His notoriety in the area led to a 4- 
year position on the Raleigh City 
Council. Jesse remained at the Capitol 
Broadcasting Company until 1972, when 
he became the first Republican elected 
to the Senate from North Carolina in 
the 20th century. Jesse served North 
Carolina well as a chairman of both the 
Agriculture and Foreign Relations 
Committees. While in the Senate, Jesse 
was a conservative leader who worked 
tirelessly for small government, sound 
foreign policy and strong communities. 

After serving five terms in the U.S. 
Senate, Jesse retired and returned to 
North Carolina, where he wrote and 
published his memoir, Here’s Where I 
Stand. He also continued his work with 
the Jesse Helms Center, a nonprofit or-
ganization started in 1987 to promote 
the principles Jesse felt so strongly 

about—democracy, free enterprise and 
strong values. 

In my time with Jesse in the Senate, 
I knew him to be honest, hardworking 
and committed to the people of North 
Carolina and this Nation. It is fitting 
that he passed away on Independence 
Day, as Jesse was certainly an inde-
pendent man who loved this country 
and the values for which it stands. 

Jesse is loved and will be missed by 
his wife of 66 years, Dorothy; his son 
Charles; his two daughters, Jane and 
Nancy; and seven grandchildren. He 
was an inspiration to many and will be 
remembered for his dedication and 
many contributions to North Carolina 
and this Nation. I ask the entire Sen-
ate to join me in recognizing and hon-
oring the life of Jesse Helms. 

f 

IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 

Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, in 
mid-June, I asked Idahoans to share 
with me how high energy prices are af-
fecting their lives, and they responded 
by the hundreds. The stories, num-
bering over 1,000, are heartbreaking 
and touching. To respect their efforts, 
I am submitting every e-mail sent to 
me through energy_prices@crapo 
.senate.gov to the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. This is not an issue that will 
be easily resolved, but it is one that de-
serves immediate and serious atten-
tion, and Idahoans deserve to be heard. 
Their stories not only detail their 
struggles to meet everyday expenses, 
but also have suggestions and rec-
ommendations as to what Congress can 
do now to tackle this problem and find 
solutions that last beyond today. 

I ask unanimous consent to have the 
following letters printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Thanks for this opportunity. In short: 
(1) Increase domestic oil production. 
(2) Expand nuclear energy. 
(3) Reduce the speed limit to 65 mi./hr. This 

alone saves me 15% on my car fuel consump-
tion and is an immediate reduction in oil 
usage. 

(4) Do not use our food supply to produce 
alcohol for additive to the gasoline. It re-
duces the gas mileage, is harmful to some of 
the engine parts and has a large effect on the 
supply and cost of our food. The site did re-
search on this about 20 years ago, and built 
a plant around Aberdeen, which to my under-
standing, was not successful. At least it did 
not stay in operation very long. 

I have other ideas on energy policies and 
savings if you would like to discuss them. 

FERROL, Idaho Falls. 

Senator Crapo, Thank you for the oppor-
tunity to share our concerns over the de-
pendence of foreign oil issues that we cur-
rently face. 

My business partner and I own a small con-
struction company in Meridian. We do new 
residential construction as well as re-mod-
eling in Meridian, Boise, Nampa, Mountain 

Home, Horseshoe Bend, Star and other Ada, 
Canyon, Boise and Elmore county towns. As 
you mentioned in your letter there is great 
distance between towns here in the great 
state of Idaho. Our traveling cost, as well as 
incurring the fee increases by our sub-con-
tractors and suppliers is moving so high—so 
fast that a bid to perform work which is nor-
mally good for 30 days actually is out of date 
the next week! 

We are normally not very political guys, 
but we have actually been affected to the 
point that we have started a website along 
with a petition to Congress to authorize 
drilling here in America 
www.DrillforAmericanoil.com went online 
officially last week (June 13, 2008). 

We truly appreciate your efforts on our be-
half regarding this matter and hope that we 
can work together as a community and na-
tion to resolve this crisis. 

Respectfully, 
ED and ED, Meridian. 

We, our families, have been unable to get 
together to enjoy ourselves because of the 
high prices of fuel. I do not understand why 
we have to pay the same price for fuel as all 
other countries when we have all of the nec-
essary reserves and fuel available here in 
this country. Everyone keeps telling us that 
we have save for future generations, I say ba-
loney to that as let us take care of ourselves 
first and then if anything is left over, give to 
the future. 

Nuclear energy is safe now that we better 
understand how to use it. Wind power is fine 
except when the wind is not blowing or solar 
power when the sun shines. With solar, it 
won’t produce much on a sunny day and 
nothing for wind power, so we have to buy a 
lot of very expensive batteries and some 
means to keep them charged when we do not 
have the wind or sun. What then? 

VERN. 

To Whom It May Concern: The cost of fuel 
today is really beginning to hurt the Idaho 
consumer. On the national level, most of us 
here in Idaho are on the poverty level or at 
least very close to it, and those of us who are 
retired it is just double hurt. 

Most of the people who live in my small 
community are retired and/or very elderly, 
and this fuel rip-off is very damaging to us. 
The elderly are forced to keep their tempera-
tures so low in the winter, and still cannot 
afford $4+ for our heating oil, so we sit 
around with blankets in winter. 

The fuel costs are very hard to handle up 
here in Nezperce, primarily because we are 
forced to drive long distances to do our shop-
ping. Another problem is fuel costs are even 
higher in these small communities than it is 
in larger towns, so we get a double hit with 
the cost of fuel. 

For eight years, conservatives had control 
of Congress and Senate and they did nothing 
for the conservative voters. There are many 
voters that tell me they think they will stay 
home this November because, quite frankly, 
they feel it does no good to vote for people 
who will not help us. We have let a few loud 
far-left people control the future for all of 
us, not letting us do in new exploration, or 
any new fuel ideas etc. The effect of fuel 
prices is passing off to everything we buy, 
and everything we do. 

I could go on forever but to no gain; so, to 
whom it may concern, if we do not do some-
thing soon, all we will do is make all our en-
emies rich, and bring this nation to its 
knees. 

JOHN, Nezperce. 
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