
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 11 15209 July 16, 2008 
addressed]. Speculators are the ones pri-
marily driving up the prices and not so much 
the oil companies or the oil producing na-
tions. We did address refineries, and explo-
ration and drilling. Clearly the American 
people and, indeed, citizens of other nations 
are suffering because of these speculators. It 
is rather like my grandparents told me about 
the stock market crash of 1929 when margin 
buying endangered the entire financial 
structure of the world. Can Congress force 
the commodities speculators to put down 
more than the 5% they now use for their 
speculations? It would seem that if they had 
to put up 50% or better, they would be a lit-
tle more cautious in their ‘‘gambling’’. 

Thank you for your time. 
Sincerely, 

ROCHELLE. 

Both my wife and I are retired government 
employees on fixed incomes so we watch our 
P’s and Q’s very closely. In spite of our cau-
tious spending practices we have found our-
selves unwilling victims of the gas crunch. 

Here is how we got caught. Our son grad-
uated from college, owing substantially for 
money loaned to get through four years of 
very expensive educational expenses. He has 
sought out and found employment but not 
enough to pay back his accumulated debt. 
His monthly income is not at all what he had 
expected he might be able to get as a college 
graduate. Currently my son continues to 
work and at the same time looks for a better 
paying position . . . Here is where the gas 
prices come into play: He is living/working 
in Eugene, Oregon, and attempting to move 
into a higher-paying position in Portland, 
Oregon. He has been traveling back and forth 
to interview for jobs. One trip up and back in 
his older model vehicle costs him about $60 
in gas. On his salary, he cannot afford to 
make the trip in search of better employ-
ment. He is in fact a prisoner of the gas 
prices unable to travel to further himself fi-
nancially. 

As a consequence, he has had to get exten-
sions on his federal educational loan (not a 
good thing for the government), which con-
tinues to charge him interest for the unpaid 
balance. He is really stuck. 

We are also stuck because there was an ad-
ditional $8,000 loan obtained that was not 
through the federal government, which can-
not be put on hold and must be paid now. So, 
here we are putting out about $200 per month 
to cover his debt, money we could really use 
as retired persons. 

The short of it is he is in a bind and we are 
in a bind. Gas prices have handicapped him 
and imposed unnecessary expenses on us. I 
think everybody is coming up short here in-
cluding the federal government. 

JIM and LOLA. 

Dear Sen. Crapo, From $20 to $48 to fill up 
my car tank. I think that says it all. 

Polling data indicates that the majority of 
people want us to drill for our own oil. I 
want us to drill for our own oil. 

I believe that the only reason the Arabs 
said they would increase the amount of oil 
that they produce is because they became 
concerned that we might actually begin 
drilling our own, and they wouldn’t want 
that. 

Please, Senator Crapo, we are so tired of 
living under the EPA’s thumb. I urge you 
and Senator Craig to do whatever it takes so 
that our oil companies can start producing 
again. 

Sincerely, 
JUDY, Burley. 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HONORING R.C. NORTH PLUMBING 
& HEATING INC. 

∑ Ms. SNOWE. Madam President, at a 
time when people from my home State 
of Maine and throughout the Nation 
are struggling to cope with an unre-
lenting climb in energy prices, I rise 
today to recognize a small business 
that sells innovative, technological so-
lutions to families and enterprises in 
Southern and Central Maine. R.C. 
North Plumbing & Heating Inc. of 
Naples provides energy-efficient heat-
ing and cooling equipment and exper-
tise, which, in turn, enables Mainers to 
save money and decrease their energy 
consumption. 

R.C. North Plumbing & Heating Inc., 
though less than 5 years old, offers 
years of technical experience in resi-
dential heating, cooling, and plumbing, 
which helps its customers remain con-
fident that their heating and cooling 
systems are operating at maximum ef-
ficiency, thereby saving water, energy, 
and ultimately money. Furthermore, 
many of the products that R.C. North 
sells and installs are designated EN-
ERGY STAR products by the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency and 
the U.S. Department of Energy because 
of their energy efficiency. 

In addition to providing traditional 
heating and plumbing services, R.C. 
North has a burgeoning solar division 
that offers customers technologies to 
convert the Sun’s power into a safe and 
reliable energy source for heating 
water. Additionally, R.C. North par-
ticipates in the Maine Solar Energy 
Rebate Program, founded in 2005, to en-
courage the growth of solar energy in 
Maine by providing rebates to individ-
uals who purchase solar energy sys-
tems. The firm is also certified by the 
Maine Public Utilities Commission as 
an installer of solar thermal heating 
systems. 

Featured on OurMaine Homes, a local 
television program highlighting local 
businesses in the construction and 
home maintenance industry, R.C. 
North has received praise from fellow 
contractors and customers alike. The 
business is also an active member of 
the State of Maine Plumbing Heating 
Cooling Contractors Association and is 
engaged in the community as a mem-
ber of the Sebago Lakes Region Cham-
ber of Commerce. 

Last month, Senator KERRY and I 
held a hearing in the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship that focused on the dev-
astating impacts that the rising price 
of home heating oil is having on homes 
and small businesses. During that hear-
ing, what has long been apparent was 
reiterated for all to hear—namely, that 
without a proactive approach to stem 
this crisis and achieve real results, the 
unmistakable tsunami that is heading 

for Maine as winter approaches will be 
far worse than we have seen. The 
American people have come to recog-
nize this fact, and companies such as 
R.C. North Plumbing & Heating have 
filled the demand that Americans have 
for energy-efficient heating and cool-
ing systems. The company’s foresight 
and persistence in leading Maine’s de-
velopment of solar heating is com-
mendable. I thank everyone at R.C. 
North for their dedication, and wish 
them success in continuing to broaden 
Maine’s exposure to energy efficiency 
as well as alternative forms of energy.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING JON GARREY 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize Jon Garrey, an intern in 
my Sioux Falls, SD office, for all of the 
hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several weeks. 

Jon is a graduate of West Central 
High School in Hartford, SD. Currently 
he is attending Grinnell College, where 
he plans to major in political science. 
He is a hard worker who has been dedi-
cated to getting the most out of his in-
ternship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Jon for all 
of the fine work he has done and wish 
him continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING HEATH-HEADLEY 
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY 
POST NO. 0199 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Madam President, today 
I recognize the Heath-Headley Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary Post No. 0199 for 
their Veteran’s Day program entitled 
‘‘Honoring Those Who Served’’. This 
event took place on November 9, 2007, 
at the Henry School Gymnasium with 
the help of the school’s students and 
staff. 

The day’s events were held to honor 
all veterans who have served their 
country. Local veterans were invited 
by the auxiliary which publicized the 
event, registered guests, decorated the 
school, helped serve lunch, and orga-
nized the event with school personnel. 

The Kampeska Marine Corps League 
presented and retired the colors. The 
Henry School Band, directed by Mrs. 
Deanna Martens, played patriotic 
music. Students sang ‘‘Proud of Our 
Veterans’’ and gave a ‘‘Living Flag’’ 
presentation. Superintendent Brian 
Sieh welcomed all and presented the 
guest speaker, Army National Guard 
Chaplain Joseph Holzhauser, who ad-
dressed the crowd on the topic, ‘‘Why 
All The Fighting?’’ 

Voice of Democracy winner, student 
Shantel Gassman, presented her win-
ning essay and was awarded a plaque 
and a scholarship from Watertown Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars Commander 
Duwayne Mack. Students Matthew 
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