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Mr. Speaker, it is time this Congress 

acts, and it’s time that we take the 
proper steps to help the folks across 
America who are struggling with high 
gas prices. 

f 

HONORING TONY SNOW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the floor tonight to honor the mem-
ory of Tony Snow, commentator, news 
anchor, White House press secretary, a 
husband and father. The great Amer-
ican. We lost Tony this last weekend, 
and it’s a tremendous loss for his fam-
ily, for his colleagues and indeed, for 
the Nation. 

It’s also a great loss for humanity at 
large. Since Tony lost his battle with 
cancer on July 12, many Americans 
have heard stories about his wit, his 
humor, and his devotion to his family. 
I have a story of my own that I would 
like to share about Tony, a story that 
shows that Tony was very much a man 
of his word. 

Mr. Speaker, there are certain privi-
leges that come with being a servant 
here in the people’s House. For me, one 
of those privileges is from time to time 
being able to go to 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue. Whether it is a meeting or a 
social event, a trip to the White House 
is always a big deal. It’s always excit-
ing. 

It was on one of those trips to the 
White House that I had the great for-
tune to meet Tony Snow. I didn’t set 
out to meet Tony Snow that day. It 
happened because I had something that 
I had been asked to share with the 
President. It was a letter. It was a let-
ter brought back by a soldier from 
Iraq. It was a letter that was hand-
written by an Iraqi woman. It was a 
letter that was taken to this soldier 
early one summer Iraqi morning, the 
heat, the dust, the barriers, the wire; 
and this woman made her way up to 
the checkpoint and handed this letter 
to the soldier and said, Can you get 
this to President Bush? 

The soldier lived in my district back 
in north Texas. So after he came home, 
he brought the letter with him, and he 
was determined to get it to the Presi-
dent. And he did what anyone else 
would do with a letter to get to the 
President; he brought it to the town 
hall where his congressman was speak-
ing and handed me the letter in front 
of a great number of people and said, 
‘‘Can you please help me get this letter 
to the President?’’ Of course I said I 
would. But I didn’t really know how I 
was going to do that and brought the 
letter back to Washington. 

I worked with the White House con-
gressional liaison, but I wasn’t really 
getting the letter to where it needed to 
be. So we had the White House picnic 

scheduled, and at the last minute, I put 
the letter in my pocket. I said, Well, if 
I see the President, I will hand the let-
ter to him personally. But as is usually 
the case, you go to one of these events 
and the President is absolutely mobbed 
by people, and I honestly just didn’t 
think I could get through the swarm of 
individuals that were lining up to have 
their picture made with the President. 

So I turned around, and there was 
Tony Snow. I didn’t know Tony, but I 
walked up to him and struck up a con-
versation. And he was very happy to 
oblige. He was warm, he was witty, cer-
tainly very, very easy to talk with. He 
was a larger-than-life press person, a 
pundit, a press secretary, having just a 
pleasant and regular conversation with 
a very freshman congressman from 
Texas. 

It dawned on me that day that Tony 
might be the right person to whom to 
give this letter to take to the Presi-
dent. I asked him. I said, I have a letter 
that a soldier asked me to deliver to 
the President that was given to him by 
a woman in Iraq. Do you think you can 
help me? He said of course he would 
take the letter, and he’d be happy to 
see that it got into the hands of the 
President. 

Now, that was the White House pic-
nic in June. Many, many months went 
by, many, many weeks went by, a cou-
ple of months went by. I didn’t hear 
anything, and I really wondered what 
had happened to that letter, if it had 
ever gotten to where it was intended to 
go. 

And then at another event right at 
the start of school in September back 
in my district, the same soldier came 
up to me at a Chamber of Commerce 
breakfast. Again, a lot of people 
around, and very excitedly said, ‘‘I just 
want you to know what you have 
meant to me getting my letter to the 
President.’’ And I was somewhat taken 
aback because I didn’t know the Presi-
dent received the letter. He said, Oh, 
yes. They called me from the White 
House. They identified themselves. At 
first I thought it was some of my bud-
dies that were kidding with me. But in 
fact the letter had gotten to the White 
House. The President called me and 
thanked me for it. In the letter, the 
woman had thanked the President for 
everything he had done for the Iraqi 
people and said she was praying for 
him every day, and the President was 
deeply touched by the woman’s words. 

Now, Tony Snow did not have to take 
that letter from me that day. He didn’t 
have to deliver it to his boss. He didn’t 
have to take it to the President. But 
that’s just the kind of person he was: 
honest, decent, and a man of his word 
at all times. 

Well, certainly for me it was a great 
honor for me to meet Tony Snow that 
day. Certainly the country again 
mourns his loss, and I just wanted to 
bring to the floor this evening one of 

the other stories of what a great Amer-
ican Tony was and how much, as a 
country, we will miss him and honor 
his memory. 

f 
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AIR FORCE GENERAL MOSELEY 
AND SECRETARY WYNNE 
SHOULD BE HONORED, NOT 
FIRED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. STEARNS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, the 
June 5 forced resignations of Air Force 
Secretary Michael W. Wynne and Chief 
of Staff General T. Michael Moseley 
represent the first time in United 
States history the top uniformed and 
civilian leaders of any service were 
ousted simultaneously. The actions of 
Secretary of Defense Gates are totally 
unprecedented and deserve deeper scru-
tiny and inquiry. 

Successful leaders must focus on to-
day’s problems while simultaneously 
anticipating future challenges. The 
tenures of Moseley and Wynne were de-
fined by these characteristics. They 
cultivated a service that was second to 
none. 

Moseley and Wynne developed and 
employed new technology, such as the 
unmanned aerial vehicles that are 
yielding unparalleled effects on the 
battlefield. They also recognized that 
the Air Force has to adapt to a chang-
ing world, and they directed the service 
to build competencies in new areas 
such as cyberspace and alternative 
fuels. And finally, Wynne and Moseley 
took action to re-capitalize the Air 
Force’s aging fleet with a wide array of 
assets, including the tanker, the F–22, 
and the next generation bombers. 
These are steps that will prove essen-
tial as the service confronts future 
challenges. 

Secretary Gates’ real reasons for the 
firing of Secretary Wynne and General 
Moseley may never be known. How-
ever, I have come to believe that his 
stated reasons do not necessarily 
match up with reality. The publicly 
stated reason was primarily because of 
the violation in sending nuclear con-
trol units to Taiwan. Perhaps the real 
reason for the firings is because of dis-
agreements on the strategic defense of 
this Nation. 

The parts that were in violation were 
removed from the nuclear control list 
in 1991. The parts shipped were just 
special lamps. Moseley and Wynne had 
approved a correction on this matter 
and were spending over $1 billion to 
make those corrections. If Secretary 
Gates, or others in the Pentagon, had 
some concerns, they could have voiced 
those concerns much earlier. 

In addition, it is important for the 
Secretary to release the full report by 
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