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is in Iran, on the east side of the 
Straits of Hormuz and Iraq on the west 
side of the Straits of Hormuz, in there 
is a mother lode of oil. Those oil fields 
are developed, that oil is coming out of 
there, and it’s coming down the Straits 
now. And if Iran follows through on 
their threat to close the Straits of 
Hormuz, they have a stranglehold on 
the oil supply for the world. Not only 
do they have that, but they have a 
stranglehold on the valve that turns 
the economy off or on if they choose to 
do so. And they have threatened to 
close the Straits. And we have in the 
past put our Navy in there to keep the 
Straits open. 

That, Mr. Speaker, is the time for 
the Speaker, NANCY PELOSI from San 
Francisco, to declare that we should 
open up our Strategic Petroleum Re-
serves, dump that oil on the market 
where we have, I understand, about 2 
months of supply in the Strategic Pe-
troleum Reserve and use that to drive 
the price down? What do we do when 
those reserves are empty and the oil 
production in the world hasn’t gone up, 
and we haven’t developed our energy 
supplies in the United States? What do 
we do then? What do we do if 
Ahmadinejad then closes the Straits of 
Hormuz after our Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve is empty and we have taken a 
dime or so off the gas price in the 
United States, taken some pressure off 
the world demand for oil because we 
wouldn’t be quite so much in the mar-
ket which would give the Chinese a 
better deal on oil, that would be the 
strategy that we’re working with? 

Our national security is at risk. The 
destiny of this Nation is at risk. And if 
we pull out of Iraq, if we elect an 
OBAMA for President, and he follows 
through on this thing that he is about 
to learn in a couple of weeks when he 
goes to Iraq and he has already con-
cluded and he writes in the op-ed, I’m 
going to editorialize this part, and I 
will be straight about that, he writes 
in the op-ed, I’m going to Iraq, and I’m 
going to learn all this, and I’m going to 
come back, and these are the decisions 
I have already made, and I’m going to 
remake them when I come back. ‘‘That 
is why on my first day in office, I 
would give the military a new mission: 
Ending this war.’’ That means get out 
of Iraq. Pull out immediately. He said 
it over and over again, leave that blood 
and treasure there and leave the dis-
grace of pulling out there, and let the 
world declare it to be a defeat for the 
United States. Let al Qaeda use it as a 
recruiting tool, a recruiting tool for 
them to pick up terrorists around the 
world. That is what would happen, Mr. 
Speaker, if we pull out. 

And I do think we’re close to where 
the Iraqis can stand on their own and it 
is far more stable. But to just simply 
betray the judgment of General 
Petraeus before setting foot on the 
ground that has been liberated by the 

surge and the people who have given 
their lives, their blood and their treas-
ure is a disgrace to do. And so I urge 
this body to urge some of their Presi-
dential candidate to shift his position. 

In the meantime, I intend to stand 
with a man who is an authentic Amer-
ican hero, a man who has served Amer-
ica for every day of his adult life, a 
man who sat in the Hanoi Hilton for at 
least 51⁄2 years, that served there with 
our own great SAM JOHNSON in this 
Congress, served with the most deco-
rated living American hero who hap-
pens to be from Sioux City, Iowa, and 
a man whom I call a friend, Colonel 
Bud Day, a Medal of Honor and 69 other 
medals on down. Those men stand up 
with JOHN MCCAIN for his service. And 
they know that that he has character. 
It can’t be challenged. The background 
of JOHN MCCAIN is a solid background 
all the way through. And the back-
ground that we have, that we follow for 
the junior Senator for Illinois, we’re 
having trouble finding the place that 
would give us encouragement that he 
would have the tools necessary to lead 
the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I want somebody that 
stands up for our freedom. I want 
somebody who has got an attitude of 
an east Texan serving us in the United 
States, in the White House. I want 
somebody with an attitude like Presi-
dent Bush has. Sometimes you have to 
be a lit bit ornery, a little cussed, a lit-
tle belligerent and a little bit of an 
enigma. And that will keep our en-
emies off of our back and keep them 
guessing a little bit. But they need to 
know. Our enemies need to know we’re 
committed to victory. And we’re going 
to stick with victory. And we’re not 
going to let up, that Iraq cannot be our 
Alamo. And it will not if we send a 
Commander in Chief that will stand for 
victory. I would conclude, Mr. Speaker, 
that America has never elected a Presi-
dent who was for retreat at a time of 
war. We will not do it again in 2008. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California (at 
the request of Mr. BOEHNER) for today 
after 5 p.m. and the balance of the 
week on account of personal reasons 
due to family matters. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SKELTON) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. SKELTON, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. POE) to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material:) 

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, July 23. 
Mr. JONES of North Carolina, for 5 

minutes, July 23. 
Mr. ROHRABACHER, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. STEARNS, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House reports that on July 9, 2008 she 
presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill. 

H.R. 6304. To amend the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act of 1978 to establish 
a procedure for authorizing certain acquisi-
tions of foreign intelligence, and for other 
purposes. 

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House reports that on July 10, 2008 she 
presented to the President of the 
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills. 

H.R. 802. To amend the Act to Prevent Pol-
lution from Ships to implement MARPOL 
Annex VI. 

H.R. 3721. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 1190 
Lorena Road in Lorena, Texas, as the ‘‘Ma-
rine Gunnery Sgt. John D. Fry Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 3891. To amend the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation Establishment Act to 
increase the number of Directors on the 
Board of Directors of the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation. 

H.R. 4185. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 11151 
Valley Boulevard in El Monte, California, as 
the ‘‘Marisol Heredia Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 5168. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 19101 
Cortez Boulevard in Brooksville, Florida, as 
the ‘‘Cody Grater Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 5395. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 11001 
Dunklin Drive in St. Louis, Missouri, as the 
‘‘William ‘Bill’ Clay Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 5479. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 117 
North Kidd Street in Ionia, Michigan, as the 
‘‘Alonzo Woodruff Post Office Building’’. 

H.R. 5517. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 7231 
FM 1960 in Humble, Texas, as the ‘‘Texas 
Military Veterans Post Office’’. 

H.R. 5528. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 120 
Commercial Street in Brockton, Massachu-
setts, as the ‘‘Rocky Marciano Post Office 
Building’’. 

H.R. 6331. To amend titles XVIII and XIX 
of the Social Security Act to extend expiring 
provisions under the Medicare Program, to 
improve beneficiary access to preventive and 
mental health services, to enhance low-in-
come benefit programs, and to maintain ac-
cess to care in rural areas, including phar-
macy access, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I 

move that the House do now adjourn. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 14:10 May 03, 2011 Jkt 079102 PO 00000 Frm 00097 Fmt 0688 Sfmt 0634 E:\BR08\H16JY8.000 H16JY8er
ow

e 
on

 D
S

K
5C

LS
3C

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 B
O

U
N

D
 R

E
C

O
R

D


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-02-13T03:49:45-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




