
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 11 15325 July 16, 2008 
a telephone interview on Tuesday afternoon. 
‘‘All of the world is watching, and this kind 
of behavior doesn’t bring anything but more 
scrutiny to their human rights abuses.’’ 

Mr. Wolf called on President Bush to boy-
cott the Olympic opening ceremonies if the 
detained lawyers were not released and if 
there was ‘‘no progress’’ on releasing 734 po-
litical prisoners on a list the two congress-
men presented to the Chinese. 

President Bush has been invited to the 
opening ceremony by Chinese president Hu 
Jintao and has rejected calls that he not at-
tend. 

On Tuesday afternoon, Liu Jianchao, the 
Foreign Ministry spokesman, said the two 
legislators, who had travel visas, should not 
have tried to meet with the lawyers. ‘‘They 
should not intervene in China’s internal af-
fairs or conduct something that is harmful 
to China-U.S. relations,’’ he said during a 
regular news briefing. 

Asked if visiting congressmen must get ap-
proval from the Chinese government to meet 
with private citizens, Mr. Liu added: ‘‘The 
two congressmen applied to come to China to 
get in touch with the United States con-
sulate. We hope the two U.S. congressmen 
can respect the country they visit and obey 
Chinese laws. Regarding the issues on reli-
gion and human rights, the exchange be-
tween the two countries is more meaningful 
than meeting private citizens.’’ 

The congressmen said they came to Beijing 
to discuss human rights, religious freedom, 
the Olympics and Darfur. Mr. Smith said 
they met Monday with the country’s former 
foreign minister, Li Zhaoxing, and gave him 
their list of political prisoners. ‘‘He took it 
and said they would look at it,’’ Mr. Smith 
said. ‘‘Our argument is that these people 
have done nothing wrong.’’ 

The guest list at the Sunday night dinner 
was supposed to include three activist law-
yers, Li Baiguang, Teng Biao and Li Heping. 
They were among this year’s winners of the 
‘‘Democracy Award’’ by the National Endow-
ment of Democracy in Washington. Li 
Baiguang and Li Heping have met with 
President Bush. 

On Sunday afternoon, authorities took Li 
Baiguang to a Beijing suburb, where he was 
placed under house arrest, according to Chi-
nese Human Rights Defenders, an advocacy 
group. Mr. Teng, who was also detained ear-
lier this year, was taken to the same Beijing 
suburb but later returned to his apartment 
under house arrest. Another well-known law-
yer, Jiang Tianyong, was blocked from leav-
ing his apartment by two Beijing police offi-
cers, the advocacy group said. Still another 
lawyer, Li Fangping, said three police offi-
cers were stationed outside his apartment 
and threatened to follow him wherever he 
went. 

The two representatives did manage to 
meet with a Chinese pastor, Zhang 
Mingxuan, but Mr. Smith said security 
agents placed the pastor under house arrest 
afterward. 

The tightened scrutiny of dissidents comes 
as China is making broader efforts to in-
crease security and curb public protests as 
the Olympics draw near. On June 8, the cen-
tral government held a video conference to 
launch a national campaign to prevent peti-
tion campaigns by disgruntled citizens and 
to stop demonstrations and other ‘‘mass in-
cidents’’ in the name of preserving harmony 
for the Olympics. 

Localized demonstrations have become 
common in China, especially in rural areas 
where peasants protest against illegal land 
seizures and corruption. Often, peasants or-

ganize petition campaigns and travel to Bei-
jing to present their grievances. But authori-
ties, concerned about a potentially embar-
rassing spectacle during the Games, are call-
ing on local officials to solve problems and 
prevent petitioners from coming to the cap-
ital. 

The potential for unexpected protests was 
illustrated over the weekend when thousands 
of people burned government buildings in the 
county of Weng’an in Guizhou Province. 
China Daily, the official English-language 
newspaper, reported that 30,000 people par-
ticipated in a ‘‘mass action’’ after a smaller 
group protested against possible police mal-
feasance in handling a case that involved the 
death of a local teenage girl. 

Family members of the girl believe she was 
killed by relatives of local officials. The riot 
erupted after the police ruled her death a 
drowning and cleared the officials’ relatives. 
Rioters burned government buildings and 
smashed police cars. Paramilitary police 
have since been dispatched to the county to 
restore order. 

f 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE 
175TH ANNIVERSARY OF MI-
NERVA, OHIO 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 16, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, the village of Minerva, Ohio is 

celebrating their 175 years of history this July; 
and 

Whereas, the members of the community of 
Minerva, Ohio are active, enthusiastic mem-
bers of their area; and 

Whereas, Minerva is holding an exciting 
weekend of tours, garden shows, and histor-
ical scenes to commemorate this anniversary; 
and 

Whereas, Minerva continues to be an impor-
tant and vibrant asset of Southeastern Ohio 
and offers an outstanding quality of life to its 
residents; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved that along with the residents of 
the 18th Congressional District, I commend 
Minerva, Ohio and its citizens for their unwav-
ering commitment, dedication and contribu-
tions to their community and country in rec-
ognition of their 175 years. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
HONORABLE J. BENJAMIN EWING 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 16, 2008 

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to recognize 
the Honorable J. Benjamin Ewing, State Rep-
resentative for the 35th Representative district 
for the great State of Delaware. Representa-
tive Ewing has represented his district honor-
ably and with great distinction since 1987. 
However, his public service did not begin then 
but rather as a young man when he served 
our country in Korea in the United States Ma-
rine Corps and then for 20 years with the 

Delaware State Police where he rose to the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. His work in com-
munity service, government and politics has 
provided Delawareans and the constituents of 
his district with tremendous peace of mind 
knowing that an individual of Representative 
Ewing’s stature was always willing to look 
after the best interest of his constituents while 
giving them the best possible service. 

During my years as Governor and in the 
U.S. House of Representatives, I have always 
enjoyed working with Representative Ewing to 
assist him and the constituents of his district 
on issues relating to social security, highways, 
postal service, development, health care, and 
the many other issues his constituents face on 
a daily basis. During his career in government, 
Ben has always put the people of his district 
first and worked diligently on their behalf. 
While the people of the 35th Representative 
District will elect a new Representative this 
fall, they will have a difficult time finding a 
Representative as qualified, humble, or one 
who works as patiently on a daily basis to as-
sist their each and every need. 

Ben was instrumental in identifying the need 
to renovate and develop the new visitors cen-
ter in Bridgeville, Delaware as a combined 
State Police barracks, paramedic unit and 
service center, and as a result it now bears 
his name. His commitment to the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, NRA, American Legion and his 
Scottish heritage is without question. 

I want to publicly thank, recognize and ac-
knowledge Ben Ewing for his many decades 
of service and numerous contributions to the 
State of Delaware. He is an excellent role 
model for those who aspire to serve their com-
munity through public service and he has 
raised the bar for all who follow in his foot-
steps. While I will miss working with Ben on a 
regular basis to solve issues facing our con-
stituents, I hope to continue to seek his coun-
sel and advice on issues of importance to all 
Delawareans. He has been a good friend to 
me and all Delawareans. 

f 

HONORING KALAMAZOO GOSPEL 
MISSION OF KALAMAZOO 

HON. FRED UPTON 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 16, 2008 

Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today in honor of the 
Kalamazoo Gospel Mission of Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, to commemorate its 75th anniver-
sary. 

What began in 1933 with Jacob and Anna 
Hildebrand serving soup and sandwiches at 
tent meetings has evolved into the largest mis-
sion for the homeless in southwest Michigan. 
In 2007, the mission served over 180,000 
meals to those who were hungry, and pro-
vided a warm bed to over 90,000 more in 
need of shelter, all while imparting that true 
healing comes through the power of Christ. 

I stand here today honored that such a car-
ing and compassionate organization serves 
the needs of the less fortunate in southwest 
Michigan, and continues to selflessly struggle 
to make a difference in the lives of ‘‘the least, 
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the last, and the lost.’’ Believing all people to 
be brothers and sisters in Christ, the love and 
respect that the mission provides both to the 
homeless and to the community is truly re-
markable. 

I would like to sincerely thank the staff and 
volunteers whose spiritual strength, commit-
ment, and dedication have made the work of 
the Kalamazoo Gospel Mission possible for 
the past 75 years. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CENTEN-
NIAL CELEBRATION OF ALPHA 
KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC. 

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 16, 2008 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today, in recognition of the centennial 
celebration of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority In-
corporated (AKA), founded on January 15, 
1908 at Howard University by nine visionary 
young African American women. In an era 
when the African American voice was stifled 
by prejudice, these collegiate women formed 
an alliance that has transcended generations. 
Their mission of ‘‘service to all mankind’’ still 
resounds world-wide through a coalition of 
over 900 undergraduate and graduate chap-
ters comprised of 225,000 college-trained 
women. This week, I am pleased to join my 
colleagues in welcoming them to the city of 
their founding, Washington, DC and commend 
them for their hard work and commitment to 
the community. 

For the past 100 years, Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc. has and continues to dem-
onstrate their dedication to service through a 
variety of programs including Economics, Sis-
terhood and Partnerships program in which 
members provide community awareness about 
economic issues and the importance of mental 
and physical health. Other programs include 
the Educational Advancement Foundation 
(EAF), which strives to make a difference in 
the lives of young women and men. EAF 
awards scholarships, fellowships, grants and 
mini-grants to young people across America. 

I would like to recognize all of the chapters 
in my great State of Ohio including: Alpha 
Lambda, Alpha Omega, Alpha Sigma Omega, 
Beta Eta Omega, Beta Theta Omega, Beta Xi, 
Delta Delta, Delta Phi, Delta Pi, Epsilon Chi, 
Epsilon Mu Omega, Iota Iota, Iota Phi Omega, 
Lambda Mu, Lambda Phi Omega, Omega, 
Omicron, Phi Psi Omega, Pi Gamma, Pi Omi-
cron, Psi Eta Omega, Rho Omega, Sigma Mu 
Omega, Sigma Omega, Tau Lambda Omega, 
Theta, Zeta Alpha Omega, Zeta Theta Omega 
Chapters. Your service to our great State is 
immeasurable. 

Additionally, I am privileged to have had the 
opportunity to call so many of the members of 
AKA my colleagues and friends. I would espe-
cially like to recognize my colleagues here in 
Congress who are members of AKA; Rep-
resentatives SHEILA JACKSON-LEE, EDDIE BER-
NICE JOHNSON, DIANE WATSON and the late 
Juanita Millender-McDonald who have and 
continue to serve their constituents and this 
country with distinction. 

Therefore, on behalf of the Congress of the 
United States and the people of the 11th Con-
gressional district of Ohio, I wish to extend 
congratulations and best wishes to the women 
of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. on this 
monumental occasion. I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with you towards the better-
ment of our communities and this country. 

f 

DISCUSSION OF THE CARIBBEAN 
DIASPORA AT THE 2008 CARICOM 
CONFERENCE IN NEW YORK CITY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 16, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce an article that recapitulates the 
successful discussions that took place during 
the 2008 Caribbean Community and Common 
Market (CARICOM) conference on the Carib-
bean Diaspora in the United States. The arti-
cle was written by Tony Best and was pub-
lished in the July 8, 2008 edition of 
CaribNews. This New York based publication 
serves as the voice of the Caribbean commu-
nity in the New York metropolitan area. 

The article entitled: ‘‘Work Together’’ sum-
marizes the forum held at York College in 
Queens, New York. Several Caribbean Heads 
of State were in attendance along with fellow 
members of Congress, Ms. YVETTE CLARKE 
and Mr. GREGORY MEEKS. 

Discussions about the Caribbean Diaspora 
took place as many members of the panel rec-
ognized the great importance of the. Carib-
bean community living and working abroad. 
Prime Minister of Barbados, David Thompson 
was quoted as saying, ‘‘We Caribbean leaders 
have recognized that the time has come for us 
to tap the resources available to us from the 
Diaspora’’. 

I am both proud and honored to have been 
able to help facilitate dialogue between 
CARICOM Head of State and the New York 
based Diaspora. Conferences such as this 
open up lines of communication which con-
tribute greatly to economic growth and devel-
opment in the Caribbean. 

[From the CaribNews, July 8, 2008] 
WORK TOGETHER 
(By Tony Best) 

The picture at York College of the City 
University of New York was essentially Car-
ibbean. 

And for good reason. 
An audience of about 300 people, truly rep-

resentative of the West Indian Diaspora, 
gathered in the large Performing Arts Center 
of the school in Queens to be addressed by a 
number of Caribbean Heads of Government 
or their representatives on issues chosen by 
the people themselves. 

Billed as a conversation with the Diaspora, 
a ‘‘Dialogue,’’ if you will, the function was 
the penultimate item on the program for a 
much anticipated two-day Caribbean Com-
munity Conference attended at different 
times by nine of the region’s Prime Min-
isters and a President, Dr. Bhrarrat Jagdeo 
of Guyana. 

On stage were Prime Ministers David 
Thompson, Barbados, Dean Barrow, Belize, 
Baldwin Spencer, Antigua and Barbuda, Ste-

phenson King, St. Lucia, Dr. Bharrat Jagdeo, 
President of Guyana, senior cabinet min-
isters from Jamaica and Suriname who head-
ed their countries’ delegations, and diplo-
matic officials from Trinidad and Tobago, 
St. Kitts-Nevis, the Bahamas, and Dominica. 

It stands to reason, then, why the reality 
of the occasion didn’t escape PM Thompson. 

‘‘As I was sitting here I was reflecting on 
when last I, as a political leader in the Carib-
bean, had the opportunity to address what 
one might call a truly Caribbean audience 
like this,’’ meaning people from throughout 
the region assembled under one roof,’’ said 
Thompson. 

Thompson, one of the three heads of Gov-
ernment invited to make an opening state-
ment before the function got down to ‘‘brass 
tacks’’, an exchange of views between the 
leaders and the West Indians who now call 
New York home-away-home, seemingly felt 
compelled to remark on the essential quali-
ties that separate Jamaicans, Guyanese, 
Trinidadians, Antiguans, Vincentians, 
Grenadians and the rest of the Diaspora from 
other immigrants in North America, Europe 
and elsewhere. The dividing line is the desire 
to return to the land of their birth and live 
in comfort. 

Admittedly, only a fraction of the millions 
of West Indians now living and working 
abroad ever return home and those who do 
usually keep one foot firmly planted in the 
U.S. be it New York, Boston, Miami, Hart-
ford or Los Angeles and the other in their 
country of birth. 

‘‘If you are living in Ireland and meet 
somebody from Australia or the Ukraine, 
very seldom do they tell you that they are 
returning to those places. But most of the 
people you meet from the Caribbean they 
want to return home, said the Barbados lead-
er. 

That was why, he, added, West Indians liv-
ing abroad should continue to find ways to 
be involved in what their countries are 
doing. 

As Thompson saw it, the immigrants 
should have another item on their list of pri-
orities: using their presence abroad to help 
the Caribbean region achieve its social and 
economic development goals. 

‘‘I don’t think in your daily rounds and 
wherever you hold positions of influence, au-
thority or where you can use your diplomacy 
and other skills you should forget to put the 
Caribbean’s case forward and advance the in-
terest of the Caribbean region,’’ he said. 

President Jagdeo added another dimension 
to the task: the election of officials to fed-
eral, state and local legislative bodies. 

‘‘While Barbados is important and Guyana 
and Jamaica are important we are Caribbean 
people,’’ he told the gathering. ‘‘We have to 
work together as Caribbean people and (when 
we do) it significantly magnifies the power 
that people have within this society.’’ 

One way of flexing that muscle while at 
the same time pushing their own and the 
Caribbean’s agenda was to help get people 
‘‘who look like us and who share our views 
elected to offices at the local level, the state 
level and hopefully at the national level so 
that they can be sympathetic to the cause of 
the Caribbean and to make a better life and 
space for the Caribbean people who live here 
in the United States of America,’’ Jagdeo ar-
gued. 

But he didn’t stop there. 
‘‘We hope that in November you all turn 

out and elect the person who we feel would 
be sensitive to our interest,’’ he said. ‘‘This 
is a person I have seen in an image squatting 
outside of a small hut in Kenya’’. 
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