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plumbing materials to the International 
Space Station to fix a broken toilet. The 
next morning, Charlie’s cartoon showed a 
giant plunger blasting off. When confused 
readers began calling, he realized he’d struck 
too soon. 

‘‘I probably should have given that one a 
day or two more,’’ he said. ‘‘But you’re al-
ways juggling with the fact that bloggers 
and late-night TV folks are already using the 
same material.’’ 

Let me tell you a few things I’ve learned 
about ‘‘Cholly’’ after working with him over 
most of 40 years: 

The same fellow who has rubbed shoulders 
with presidents and barons of commerce is 
one of the most laid-back, down-to-earth, 
genuine nice guys you’ll ever meet. 

He can, and often does, make a serious 
point without having to dip his pen into poi-
son ink. 

He is a five-time nominee for journalism’s 
highest award, the Pulitzer Prize. 

He is soft-spoken, leads a quiet life of hum-
ble service to society’s lost and down-
trodden, and is quick to laugh at himself. 

He takes immense delight in sharing with 
me visceral hate mail from the occasional 
reader who either misunderstood a cartoon 
or was its most-deserved target. Or, as one 
nutty reviewer ranted in misplaced criticism 
of country music legend Charlie Daniels 
(with an ‘‘s’’), ‘‘I hate your music, too!’’ 

I was sitting in the audience in 2005 for a 
humor-in-politics seminar hosted by the 
Howard Baker Center at the University of 
Tennessee. The panel featured some of the 
nation’s most noted political wits, including 
the late syndicated columnist Art Buchwald. 

Ask anyone who saw this performance: The 
others were funny, but Charlie brought the 
house down with self-deprecating lines, one 
after another. 

That same shy attitude is reflected when 
he talks about the impact of his editorial 
cartoons: 

‘‘I’d be happy hitting .350.’’ 
Trust me, his batting average is exceed-

ingly higher. Ol’ Ignatius Daniel has made 
journalism’s All-Star roster 50 years 
straight—and counting. 
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CARIB NEWS EDITORIALS SPEAK 
OF PROGRESS IN THE CARIBBEAN 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 16, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to enter into the RECORD two editorials from 
the June 24, 2008, publication of CaribNews. 

The first editorial is entitled ‘‘Caribbean Her-
itage: Building on Its Foundations In a Foreign 
Land.’’ The piece reminds us of the distance 
that those of Caribbean heritage have traveled 
both physically and figuratively. ‘‘Confidence in 
their inner strength has helped people from 
the Caribbean to win their independence from 
an imperialistic stranglehold, fight alongside 
their long-standing African-American allies, in 
the battle for respect for people’s human 
rights, and succeed in opening up new vistas 
for the generations that come after them.’’ 
Caribbean Americans have come a long way 
from being strangers in a foreign land to gain-
ing recognition for their contributions to Amer-
ican culture. 

The second editorial is entitled ‘‘Wanted: A 
Productive Caribbean Community Con-

ference.’’ This piece speaks of the importance 
of the CARICOM Conference but also how im-
portant it is that the leaders of CARICOM take 
the lead on the next steps necessary for the 
Conference to have tangible results. To make 
sure that follow-up is taken care of, it has 
been suggested that CARICOM ‘‘consider es-
tablishing a permanent diplomatic outpost 
whose responsibility would be to ensure that 
regional initiatives . . . are not simply talked 
about but are launched.’’ The editorial echoes 
the voice of many in the opinion that the 
CARICOM leaders have done badly in the 
past with follow-up. It is now up to them to 
make sure that the benefits of the conference 
are realized. 

[From the CaribNews, June 24, 2008] 
WANTED: A PRODUCTIVE CARIBBEAN 

COMMUNITY CONFERENCE 
‘‘The Diaspora is essential to our success.’’ 
Dr. Denzil Douglas was referring to the 

hundreds of thousands, some say million- 
plus immigrants from the English, French, 
Dutch and Spanish-speaking countries that 
comprise the Caribbean archipelago. 

Actually, he was zeroing in on a major rea-
son why most of Caricom’s Prime Ministers 
and Presidents are heading to New York City 
this week for a dialogue with nationals of 
their countries who have made the north-
eastern region of the United States their 
home. 

For in organizing the first-ever summit of 
Caribbean leaders in New York City, the 
planners put meetings with the Diaspora 
high on the agenda. That made a lot of sense. 
Caribbean-New Yorkers, indeed West Indian- 
Americans, as they sometimes refer to them-
selves, are part of the vertebral column, a 
segment of the region’s economic and social 
backbone. 

It would be outside the realm of common 
sense for a two day conference of the kind 
being arranged to occur without a meaning-
ful dialogue between the leaders and the An-
tiguans, Belizeans, Bahamians, Barbados, 
Grenadians, Dominicans, Guyanese, Hai-
tians, Jamaicans, Vincentians, Kittians, St. 
Lucians, Trinidadians, you name them. 

U.S. Congressman Charles Rangel, Chair-
man of the powerful Ways and Means Com-
mittee of the House of Representatives and 
easily one of the most influential members 
on Capitol Hill summed up the situation well 
when he told this newspaper ‘‘we see this as 
an opportunity for the leaders of these sov-
ereign nations of the Caribbean to meet with 
their nationals and have an important dia-
logue.’’ 

But exchanging views is one thing, acting 
on the ideas is another. Far too often Carib-
bean leaders come to the City, visit Miami, 
Toronto, Boston, Hartford and other places 
with large Caribbean immigrant populations, 
have meetings, promise a lot but deliver on 
precious little. 

The real problem is a lack of an effective 
follow up and that’s a commitment which 
the heads of government can make and solve. 
Caricom itself should consider establishing, 
a permanent diplomatic outpost whose re-
sponsibility would be to ensure that regional 
initiatives designed to forge stronger links 
with the Diaspora are not simply talked 
about but are launched. 

Granted, Caribbean countries have their 
own missions and Consulates-General in 
Washington and New York to get things done 
but that’s at the individual nation level. 

Yes, we know that the money supply is 
tight and that at a time of escalating energy 
and food prices the countries have other pri-

orities. But for a region which receives bil-
lions annually from its overseas nationals, a 
slender operation with well defined set of 
goals can’t break the bank. 

But the Diaspora isn’t the only major ob-
jective of the summit that begins on Thurs-
day and ends the following day. Investment 
and trade are crucial to Caricom’s future 
prosperity and any concerted effort to help 
open the doors to such investment would be 
useful. The leaders are going to Wall Street. 
Goldman Sachs, one of the world’s leading 
investment banks and the New York Stock 
Exchange, another financial services indus-
try leader, are to host the heads of state or 
government at closed door meetings. In addi-
tion, Ambassador Susan Schwab, U.S. Spe-
cial Trade Representative is coming to New 
York to sit down to talk trade and explore 
opportunities to increase the flow of goods 
from the region to the United States and the 
other way around. 

Now that the legislation which extends the 
life of the Caribbean Basin Initiative has sur-
vived the threat of a veto by President 
George Bush, Ambassador Schwab should be 
in a position to tell the leaders how they can 
link arms so their countries can export more 
to the U.S. 

Congressman Rangel, who brokered both 
the Wall Street sessions and the talks with 
Schwab, was careful to limit his expecta-
tions to the goals of the Caribbean. That’s 
wise. 

‘‘I would hope that the Caricom leaders get 
what they wish out of the meeting with Am-
bassador Schwab,’’ was the way he articu-
lated it. 

It wasn’t simply a matter of being diplo-
matic but his approach was essentially cor-
rect because in the end it’s up to the execu-
tive branch of the U.S. government and to 
the Caribbean states to agree on the archi-
tecture of trade. 

Education and the relationship between 
tertiary level institutions in the Caribbean 
and the United States are another vital item 
on the agenda. The universities and colleges 
in the Caribbean and the U.S. can benefit 
from closer collaboration. The City Univer-
sity of New York, the University of the West 
Indies, the University of Guyana and the 
University of Suriname come quickly to 
mind as example of schools that can and 
must fashion stronger ties. 

York College in Queens and Medgar Evers 
College in Brooklyn are making a substan-
tial contribution to the educational develop-
ment of the Caribbean immigrant commu-
nity. Their leadership, Dr. Marcia Keiz at 
York and Dr. Edison Jackson at Medgar 
Evers, are well attuned to the needs of the 
communities they serve, including Caribbean 
students. It would be wise to open up new 
lines of cooperation and communication 
with the universities in the Caribbean so 
that there would be an exchange of faculty 
and students and the launching of innovative 
programs that can help all partners, not just 
the Caribbean. 

[From the CaribNews, June 24, 2008] 
CARIBBEAN HERITAGE: BUILDING ON ITS 

FOUNDATIONS IN A FOREIGN LAND 
As one of the Caribbean’s literary giants, 

George Lamming is well-placed to articulate 
his awareness of the role of the artist and 
the creative imagination of people from the 
West Indies. 

‘‘The central and seminal value of the cre-
ative imagination is that it functions as a 
civilizing and a humanizing force in a proc-
ess of struggle,’’ was the way he put it quite 
eloquently and succinctly. 
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As he explained it, artistic expression, 

whether a work of art, a play in the theater, 
a piece of pulsating music, a poem or a 
novel, not to mention dance ‘‘offers an expe-
rience through which feeling is educated. 
Through which feeling is deepened. Through 
which feeling can increase capacity to ac-
commodate a great variety of knowledge.’’ 

Many of these manifestations of ‘‘feeling’’ 
are being thrust onto center-stage in New 
York City and indeed across the United 
States in June as the celebrations marking 
Caribbean Heritage Month allow immigrants 
from the English, French, Spanish and 
Dutch-speaking nations, coastal states and 
territories that comprise the archipelago to 
present their cultural background and its 
underpinnings in a fashion that warms the 
cockles of one’s heart, especially those of the 
anthropologists and the sociologists in our 
midst. 

An area of conquest, colonial domination, 
imperialism and in the past 40-plus years, a 
region which manifestly asserts self-deter-
mination, independence and nationalism, the 
Caribbean has come to be recognized as an 
important sub-region of the world’s devel-
oping countries that belong to a host of 
international institutions, ranging from the 
United Nations, UNESCO, and Organization 
of American States to UNICEF, the Group of 
77 developing countries, now led by Antigua 
& Barbuda to the International Cricket 
Council, and the global Olympic movement, 
to name a few. 

Its heritage provides a set of building 
blocks that aided the transformation of a 
collection of colonial possessions into a vi-
brant civilization with an interesting past 
and a bright future. It’s a heritage whose 
components are not only cultural expres-
sions, in the sense of the artistic but are 
firmly grounded in religion, governance, re-
spect for law and order and a firm belief that 
the governed must select its governors and 
governments. Just as important, the society 
must extend a helping hand to the less fortu-
nate by creating opportunities for those at 
the bottom of the economic and social lad-
der. 

This rich heritage as reflected in lit-
erature, music, dance, diverse languages and 
a range of religious experience, not to men-
tion traditions that have given birth to vital 
regional state and local institutions that 
help to fashion our behavior and the orderly 
way of everyday life, can’t be ignored or 
downplayed. 

Wherever Caribbean immigrants go, 
whether in Britain, North American, Europe, 
Africa, Latin America, Asia or the Middle 
East, their music, literature, indeed, their 
entire way of life is transplanted into the 
soil they describe as home-away-from home. 

It was that pride and belief in themselves 
and what Norman Manley, a builder of mod-
ern day Jamaica whose influence extended 
up-and-down-and-around the Caribbean, 
called ‘‘their own destiny.’’ 

That confidence in their inner strength has 
helped people from the Caribbean to win 
their independence from an imperialistic 
stranglehold, fight alongside their long- 
standing African-American allies in the bat-
tle for respect for people’s human rights; and 
succeed in opening up new vistas for the gen-
erations that come after them. 

Such qualities plus the friendship, support 
and respect of members of the U.S. House of 
Representatives and the Senate led the re-
cent decision of the Congress to designate 
June as Caribbean Heritage Month. And 
when at first President George Bush hesi-
tated to sign the legislation into law, the 

machinery of persuasion switched into high 
gear and he eventually felt it necessary to 
affix his signature to it and declare it an im-
portant step forward for the United States 
and the peoples of the Caribbean. 

As West Indians think of their heritage, in-
evitably their thoughts go back to those 
early trail blazers who fought alongside the 
revolutionaries to throw off the colonial 
chains in the 18th century. Crispus Attucks, 
the first to die in the American war of inde-
pendence against England was said to be 
from the Caribbean. Their thoughts also dart 
to Prince Hall, the Caribbean immigrant who 
devised a plan for the education of Blacks in 
Massachusetts and who fought to end slavery 
in the United States, the Caribbean and in-
deed the rest of the world. 

Frederick Douglass, the 19th century gold-
en trombone of the abolition movement that 
helped to erase the bloody stain of immo-
rality spawned by slavery in the Americas in 
general and the United States in particular, 
once paid tribute to the role of West Indians 
in that epic struggle. 

Zeroing in on Emancipation Day in the 
West Indies in the first half of the 19th cen-
tury, he described it as ‘‘the first bright star 
in a stormy sky—the first smile after a long 
providential frown—the first ray of hope— 
the first tangible fact demonstrating the 
possibility of a peaceful transition from slav-
ery to freedom, of the Negro race.’’ 

Few, if any one, could say it better. 
Whoever else, he went on, may either seek 

to forget or slight the claim of that historic 
day, ‘‘it can never be said of us other than 
memorable and glorious.’’ 

Almost a 100 years later Marcus Garvey 
and others took up the torch to illuminate 
the path to political and economic self-deter-
mination and much later still, Malcolm X, 
Shirley Chisholm and a host of others served 
as standard bearers for those principles of 
equality for Blacks with the rest of human-
ity. 

The vibrant Caribbean communities across 
the land have every reason to be proud of 
their heritage and shouldn’t forget those 
who helped them along the way to turn the 
dream of a Caribbean Heritage Month into 
reality. 

Their Black brothers and sisters on Capitol 
Hill and their supporters of every color and 
ethnic background in and out of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate must be 
hailed and recognized for what they have 
done in bringing about the official recogni-
tion and the celebrations that showcase that 
heritage. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN BARROW 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 16, 2008 

Mr. BARROW. Madam Speaker, due to 
Georgia’s primary elections, I was absent from 
the House of Monday, July 14, and Tuesday, 
July 15, and missed several rollcall votes. Had 
I been present I would have voted in the fol-
lowing manner: H. Res. 1067—‘‘Yes’’; H. Res. 
1080—‘‘Yes’’; H. Con. Res. 297—‘‘Yes’’; H. 
Res. 1259—‘‘Yes’’; H. Res. 1323—‘‘Yes’’; 
Passage, Objections of the President Notwith-
standing, of H.R. 6331—‘‘Yes’’; Motion To 
Refer Kucinich Privileged Resolution—Yes; 
H.R. 5803—‘‘Yes’’; and H. Res. 1090—‘‘Yes.’’ 

THE CARIBBEAN SOLUTION FOR 
AIRLINE CHALLENGES 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 16, 2008 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the efforts being made by the 
Caribbean Tourism Organization, CTO, and 
the Caribbean Hotel Association, CHA, to in-
crease Caribbean revenue through the tourism 
sector. 

Increasing airline cutbacks have posed a 
great challenge to many nations; however the 
Caribbean has seen an opportunity through 
this challenge. Through the CTO and CHA, 
Caribbean nations have decided to pool their 
resources. Many Caribbean destinations are 
reached with a connection in Puerto Rico, 
hence an increase in flights to Puerto Rico 
would mean increased access to the Carib-
bean. 

I would like to recognize all who are in-
volved in this transition for heightened co-
operation and coordination within the Carib-
bean community. These efforts not only con-
tribute to the unification of the Caribbean, but 
will build up the economies of the region as a 
whole. 

[From the CaribNews, July 8, 2008] 
AIRLINE CHALLENGES LEAD TO WHAT COULD 

BECOME UNPRECEDENTED COOPERATION 
AMONG CARIBBEAN GOVERNMENTS 
The current economic difficulties facing 

the airline industry worldwide have provided 
numerous challenges to the destinations 
they serve, but have led to at least one posi-
tive in the Caribbean region: what could be-
come an unprecedented level of cooperation 
and coordination among Caribbean govern-
ments. The airline challenges have caused 
many to recognize that they can deliver far 
more benefits to their citizens by cooper-
ating with other governments than by acting 
alone. 

This coordination level accelerated re-
cently when the Chairman of the Caribbean 
Tourism Organization (CTO) and the Presi-
dent of the Caribbean Hotel Association 
(CHA) had the foresight to call an emergency 
meeting in Antigua for Ministers and Com-
missioners responsible for Tourism, Min-
isters and Commissioners responsible for 
Aviation, and members of the tourism pri-
vate sector to find ways to minimize the im-
pact on their economies brought on by rapid 
increases in airline fuel prices. It soon be-
came clear to every participant at that 
meeting that by cooperating on the estab-
lishment of hubs, on the promotion of the re-
gion, on providing revenue guarantees to air-
lines and on coordinating the establishment 
of more efficient intra-regional carriers, all 
Caribbean countries would suffer less than if 
each country attempted to address the crisis 
on its own. 

The case of Caribbean hubs, and in par-
ticular the case of the Puerto Rico hub, was 
most instructive. The Government of Puerto 
Rico has come to recognize that by increas-
ing the number of flights and seats con-
necting through Puerto Rico, they increase 
the number of flights, seats and flexibility of 
passengers traveling to Puerto Rico. This 
point was made most forcefully in a recent 
meeting in San Juan and many of the gov-
ernments to the south of San Juan are rely-
ing heavily on decisions being made in Puer-
to Rico for their continued survival. 
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