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All governments also understand that with 

the current structure of the airline industry, 
it is indispensably necessary to ensure that 
the flights coming into Puerto Rico can con-
nect easily to the onward carriers such that 
travelers traveling beyond the hub can con-
nect online or through their travel agent 
seamlessly. Without those connections many 
of the southern destinations are invisible in 
electronic booking systems. It is this inter-
dependence that is forcing discussions be-
tween governments at an unprecedented 
level and at an unprecedented rate. 

The same level of cooperation is beginning 
in the areas of marketing and in providing 
airline guarantees. In the past few years, an 
increasing proportion of the funds voted to 
departments of tourism across the world are 
being forced into escrow to cover airline 
guarantees. That leaves far less available for 
the promotion. This situation has compelled 
Caribbean governments to aggregate their 
promotional budgets for greater promotional 
efficiency and to devise financial arrange-
ment that reduce the cost of these arrange-
ments which also serve to minimize the risk. 

‘‘There is a silver lining on every cloud,’’ 
according to Allen Chastanet, Chairman of 
the Caribbean Tourism Organization (CTO). 
‘‘We believe that this high level of coopera-
tion is being driven by the Governments, the 
private sector and the people of each terri-
tory recognizing that we in the Caribbean 
are more interdependent than independent,’’ 
he emphasized. ‘‘Governments now realize 
that if they do not cooperate to maximize 
benefits or minimize risk to their countries, 
they will be called to account by their people 
asking why they refused to cooperate.’’ 

Peter Odle, the President of the Caribbean 
Hotel Association (CHA) also commented on 
this suddenly elevated level of cooperation. 
Odle noted that, ‘‘Even though the coopera-
tion between CTO and CHA has grown over 
the past several years, I see increased co-
operation on this issue even at the destina-
tion level where members of the private sec-
tor are ensuring that their governments are 
engaged in these cooperative ventures. I 
promise you, the private sector gets it. We 
will achieve much more in addressing this 
crisis through intra-regional cooperation 
than we can ever achieve by going alone. I 
will tell you that those governments that do 
not cooperate will be seen as pariahs by both 
their own people as well as by other govern-
ments in the region.’’ 

At the meeting in Antigua, four task 
forces were established, headed by Ministers 
to examine the four critical issues. These 
committees will report to the CTO and CHA 
Board meetings which will be held prior to 
the inaugural Annual Caribbean Tourism 
Summit (ACTS) in Washington, D.C. The re-
sults of these committees will also be pre-
sented to the Caricom Heads at their meet-
ing in Antigua on July 2nd. 

Governments have also come to recognize 
that they need to cooperate in speaking to-
gether with one voice to the government of 
the United States on a number of critical 
issues and they propose to take advantage of 
their presence in Washington to begin those 
discussions. Thus it appears that this un-
precedented spirit of cooperation will con-
tinue even beyond the current situation. 

A PROCLAMATION HONORING TIM-
OTHY L. MOORE FOR HIS 24 
YEARS OF SERVICE IN THE 
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE SE-
CURITY FORCES 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 16, 2008 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, Timothy L. Moore spent 24 years 

in dedicated service to the United States Air 
Force Security Forces; and 

Whereas, Mr. Moore has received high hon-
ors such as the Air Force Security Forces Out-
standing Senior Noncommissioned Officer of 
the Year in 2005 and the Inspector General 
Outstanding Performer Award in 2003; and 

Whereas, Timothy L. Moore is the recipient 
of the Meritorious Service award; and 

Whereas, Timothy L. Moore is the recipient 
of the NATO Medal; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved that along with his friends, family, 
and the residents of the 18th Congressional 
District, I commend and thank Timothy L. 
Moore for his contributions to his community 
and country. 

f 

THE DAILY 45: FROM COAST TO 
COAST 

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 16, 2008 

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, the Depart-
ment of Justice tells us that every day, 45 
people, on average, are fatally shot in the 
United States. Forty-five violent stories of trag-
edy every day are 45 too many. 

From coast to coast, the stories affect us all. 
On Saturday night, in Seattle, Washington, a 
17-year-old boy was fatally shot during an ar-
gument involving more than 20 young men at 
a fast-food restaurant. 

On Sunday night, in Washington, DC, Frank 
L. Parker, a 47-year-old man, was found fa-
tally shot in the 300 block of Parkland Place, 
SE. 

On Monday afternoon, in Chicago, Mario 
Lopez, a 19-year-old man, was fatally shot in 
a West Side park. These are only three stories 
of 135 stories that could be told just between 
Saturday, July 12 and Monday, July 14. 

Americans of conscience must come to-
gether to stop the senseless death of ‘‘The 
Daily 45.’’ When will we say ‘‘enough is 
enough, stop the killing!’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARJORIE 
MATTHEWS 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 16, 2008 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and work of Marjorie Mat-
thews. 

Marjorie Matthews prodigiously served the 
Kings County Hospital Center Community Ad-
visory Board for twenty years, as vice chair 
from 1990 to 1994 and as chair from 1994 
until 2001, where she championed the cause 
of better service to the Brooklyn community. 

Marjorie Matthews labored as a committed 
and strong advocate for the redevelopment of 
the Kings County Hospital Center and worked 
diligently to rebuild the facilities for the benefit 
of all. Throughout her remarkable career in the 
healthcare field, she became a formidable 
leader whose work spanned the length and 
breadth of Brooklyn, as demonstrated through 
her devotion to the children of Brooklyn, her-
culean service on the Community School 
Board District 16 and pioneering work with the 
Head Start Program at P.S. 262. 

The model of citizenship set forth by Mar-
jorie Matthews is a guide to all wishing to 
make their communities better, the lives of our 
children brighter and our city stronger, which 
she established through inspiration and a last-
ing legacy for future generations. 

Madam Speaker, I cannot in this short time 
do justice to the life and achievements of Mar-
jorie Matthews. As a lifelong change agent, 
her dedication was boundless and her cour-
age unparalleled. 

On behalf of New York’s Tenth Congres-
sional District, I salute and commend Marjorie 
Matthews for her distinguished record of serv-
ice to the residents of New York’s Tenth Con-
gressional District and beseech all those she 
left behind to continue her outstanding work. 
Sadly, she has left us but not before she be-
stowed her indelible mark on our community, 
on our lives, and in our hearts. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Marjorie Matthews 
and the wonderful example that she rep-
resented. 

f 

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, July 16, 2008 

Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 100th anniversary of the founding of 
the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority. Throughout 
the years Alpha Kappa Alpha has instilled in 
its members the qualities of sisterhood and 
service to the community. It should be com-
mended on reaching this tremendous mile-
stone. 

Alpha Kappa Alpha is the oldest Greek-let-
ter organization established by African Amer-
ican college-trained women in 1908. Since its 
inception, Alpha Kappa Alpha has always 
been an advocate for the less fortunate and 
an agent for change in the community. One of 
the top priorities of Alpha Kappa Alpha has 
been to remain true to its core mission of sis-
terhood and service to the community. Alpha 
Kappa Alpha’s Extraordinary Service Program 
has worked to improve the living standards 
within the black community through economic 
education, creating exposure and opportunities 
for the women entrepreneur, assisting black 
families, and improving the mental and phys-
ical health of local communities. 
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