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said, ‘‘The World Court doesn’t mean 
diddly. This business belongs in the 
State of Texas. The people of the State 
of Texas support the execution. We 
thank them.’’ 

More appropriately, the other father, 
Adolfo Pena, the father of Elizabeth 
Pena, said, ‘‘I believe we have been 
through all the red tape we can go 
through. It’s time to rock and roll.’’ 

Justice must be served for victims of 
crime. 15 years justice has been wait-
ing, in this specific case, 15 years, 
longer than one of the girls even lived. 
This defendant arrogantly has been sit-
ting on death row. 

I was a judge when this case was 
tried back in Texas in the 1990s, and it 
was one of the worst crimes we had 
ever heard in our city, where two teen-
age girls minding their own business 
were kidnapped by a bunch of gang-
sters, sexually assaulted, tortured, 
murdered and the criminals bragged 
about this conduct. 

Today is judgment day for Jose 
Medellin. He deserves the death pen-
alty, he earned it, and justice demands 
it, whether the World Court likes it or 
not. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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PRESIDENTIAL SIGNING 
STATEMENTS ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, on May 8, 2008, I introduced 
H.R. 5993, the Presidential Signing 
Statements Act. This bill would pro-
mote congressional and public aware-
ness and understanding of Presidential 
signing statements. I am very pleased 
that next Friday the House Judiciary 
Committee will examine the issue of 
Presidential signing statements as part 
of a hearing on the balance of powers 
in our government. 

The history of Presidential signing 
statements dates back to the 19th cen-
tury. However, on September 17, 2007, a 
Congressional Research Service report 
noted that U.S. presidents have in-
creasingly employed these statements 
to assert constitutional and legal ob-
jections to congressional enactments. 

In doing so, Presidents sometimes 
communicate their intent to disregard 
certain provisions of bills they have 
signed into law. It is for this reason 
that I have introduced the Presidential 
Signing Statements Act. Just as the 
American people have access to the 
text of bills that are signed into law, 
they should have easy and prompt ac-
cess to the content of Presidential 
signing statements that could affect 
how those the laws will be executed. To 
enable a more complete public under-
standing of our Nation’s laws, the Con-
gress should also be able to call for the 
executive explanation and justification 
for a Presidential signing statement. 

According to CRS, President Clinton 
signed 381 signing statements while in 
office. Seventy of these statements 
raised legal and constitutional objec-
tions. President George Bush has 
signed 157 signing statements, 122 of 
these statements contain some type of 
constitutional challenge or objections. 
Because future Presidents are likely to 
continue this practice, Congress should 
act now to pass legislation to ensure 
proper understanding and disclosure of 
these signing statements. 

The American Bar Association re-
cently examined the issue of presi-
dential signing statements and ap-
pointed the task force on presidential 
signing statements and the separation 
of powers doctrine. 

The task force issued a report urging 
Congress to enact legislation requiring 
the President to promptly submit to 
Congress an official copy of all signing 
statements he issues and to submit a 
congressional, to the Congress, a report 
setting forth in full the reasons and 
legal basis for this statement. The ABA 
also recommended that such submis-
sions be available in a publicly acces-
sible database. 

The bill that I introduced would re-
quire the President to provide copies of 
signing statements to congressional 
leadership within 3 days of being 
issued. Secondly, it would require sign-
ing statements to be published in the 
Federal Register; and, third, require 
executive staff to testify on the mean-
ing and justification for Presidential 
signing statements at the request of 
the House or Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee; and, fourth, provide that no 
monies may be used to implement any 
law accompanied by the signing state-
ments if any provision of the act is vio-
lated. 

Because it’s critical that we preserve 
the division of power in our govern-
ment and public understanding of our 
Nation’s laws, I hope many of my col-
leagues will consider cosigning the 
Presidential Signing Statements Act. 

I look forward to next week’s House 
Judiciary Committee hearing, and the 
opportunity to further discuss why this 
legislation is a much-needed piece of 
legislation. 

Before I close, I ask God to please 
bless our men and women in uniform in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, and ask God to 
please bless the families of our men 
and women in uniform, and ask God to 
continue to bless America. 
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IT’S TIME TO PASS A FEDERAL 
MEDIA SHIELD LAW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. PENCE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, the Con-
stitution of the United States provides 
that Congress shall make no law 
abridging the freedom of speech or of 

the press. These two rights form the 
bedrock of our democracy by ensuring 
the free flow of information to the 
American people. 

Sadly, today, the free and inde-
pendent press in America is under fire. 
In recent years, more than 40 journal-
ists have been subpoenaed, questioned 
or held in contempt for failure to re-
veal their confidential sources. 

For a journalist, maintaining an as-
surance of confidentiality to a source 
is sometimes the only way to bring for-
ward news of great consequence to the 
Nation. Being forced to reveal a source 
chills reporting of the news, and, there-
by, restricts the free flow of informa-
tion to the public. 

Now, not long ago, a reporter’s assur-
ance of confidentiality was unques-
tioned. That assurance led to sources 
that willingly provided information to 
journalists who brought forward news 
of enormous consequence to the Na-
tion. One thinks of Watergate, recent 
stories of misfeasance at Walter Reed 
Army medical center, and even the 
abuse of steroids in major league base-
ball. 

All of these stories never would have 
come to the light, stories great and 
small, were it not for confidential 
sources and the dogged persistence of a 
free and independent press. As a con-
servative who believes in a limited gov-
ernment, I believe the only check on 
government power in real time is a free 
and independent press. 

A free press ensures the flow of infor-
mation to the public, and in this time 
of scandals and rumors of scandals and 
corruption in high places, such infor-
mation is needed now more than ever 
to hold those in power to account. In 
order to maintain our free and inde-
pendent press, I authored the Free 
Flow of Information Act with Con-
gressman RICK BOUCHER of Virginia 
several years ago. This bill is also 
known as a Federal media shield stat-
ute. It provides a qualified privilege of 
confidentiality to journalists, which 
enables them to shield sources from 
disclosure in certain situations. 

Now, the bill is not about protecting 
reporters, it’s about protecting the 
public’s right to know. We introduced 
the bill in May of 2007, and on October 
16 of last year, it passed in this House 
of Representatives by an overwhelming 
and bipartisan margin of 398–21. I was 
especially pleased to earn the support 
of Republican and Democratic leader-
ship, the chairman and ranking mem-
bers of the Intelligence and Armed 
Services Committee, and many other 
leaders throughout the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

The bill received wide bipartisan sup-
port because of measures we added to 
specifically address very real and le-
gitimate concerns about how a privi-
lege for journalists could impact na-
tional security. The Federal Govern-
ment, as we know, is tasked with a tre-
mendous responsibility of protecting 
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