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SENATE—Thursday, July 17, 2008 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable 
BLANCHE L. LINCOLN, a Senator from 
the State of Arkansas. 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-

fered the following prayer: 
Let us pray. 
Eternal Spirit, whose inward fellow-

ship means cleansing, forgiveness, 
peace, and power, dissolve the barriers 
that keep our lawmakers from You. 
Take away the barrier of self-suffi-
ciency that tempts them to live inde-
pendent of Your will. Remove the ob-
stacle of spiritual blindness that makes 
them unaware of invisible and eternal 
resources. Take them over the hurdle 
of compromise that prompts them to 
deviate from integrity and to forget 
that You are the only constituent they 
must please. Give them the grace of re-
ceptive hearts and humble dependence 
on You. Lord, continue to fill this Sen-
ate Chamber with Your presence, em-
powering Senators to listen to Your 
voice before they speak and then to 
speak with the echo of Your wisdom. 

We pray in the Redeemer’s Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Honorable BLANCHE L. LINCOLN 

led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 
I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 

United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, July 17, 2008. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BLANCHE L. LINCOLN, 
a Senator from the State of Arkansas, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mrs. LINCOLN thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President—Madam 
President, following leader remarks, 
there will be a period of morning busi-
ness for up to 1 hour, with Senators 
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. The Republicans will control the 
first 30 minutes, the majority will con-
trol the next 30 minutes. 

Following morning business, the Sen-
ate will resume consideration of the 
motion to proceed to S. 3268, the Stop 
Excessive Energy Speculation Act. 

We have a number of issues we wish 
to talk about for a short time this 
morning. First, this gas crisis is really 
a crisis. If someone in Las Vegas, for 
example, becomes concerned, as many 
people are, about how much it costs to 
drive to work every day, there are 
things that can be done. Maybe they 
can carpool, maybe there is public 
transportation. At least there are some 
alternatives. If you live in rural Ne-
vada, the problem becomes a little 
more difficult, because you have to 
drive such long distances. But there 
are ways that extra travel can be 
avoided. If you are a mother or father, 
taking children to soccer games or bas-
ketball games, there is a way you can 
avoid that by going with your neigh-
bor, by working out arrangements so 
more than one family goes in a car. 

But if you are a senior citizen on a 
fixed income, and you see winter ap-
proaching, there are no alternatives. 
The alternatives are very bleak. If you 
cannot afford the fuel in your tank or 
heating oil in the Northeast, it is very 
difficult. You are subject to freezing 
and getting sick. That is why we have 
to do something with LIHEAP. 

I have had Democrats and I have had 
Republicans come to me: When are you 
going to do something on LIHEAP? So 
I have a couple of unanimous consents 
I am going ask on LIHEAP. 

f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUESTS— 
S. 3186 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to Calendar No. 835, S. 3186, a 
bill to provide for the Low-Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program; 
that the bill be read three times, 
passed, and the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Mr. CORNYN. I object. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Objection is heard. 
Mr. REID. I now ask unanimous con-

sent that the Senate proceed to Cal-
endar No. 835, S. 3186, a bill to provide 

for the Low-Income Home Energy As-
sistance Program, at a time to be de-
termined by the majority leader, fol-
lowing consultation with the Repub-
lican leader, and that when the bill is 
considered, only six germane first-de-
gree amendments be in order to the 
bill, three amendments from each side, 
and that they be subject to second-de-
gree amendments that are germane to 
the first-degree to which offered; that 
upon the disposition of all amend-
ments, the bill be read a third time, 
and the Senate then vote on passage of 
the bill; that upon passage of the bill, 
the bill be held at the desk. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, re-
serving the right to object, our side 
thinks it is imperative that we move to 
lower gas prices, so I object to the 
unanimous-consent request. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. 

f 

STOP EXCESSIVE ENERGY SPECU-
LATION ACT OF 2008—MOTION TO 
PROCEED 

Mr. REID. I now ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to Cal-
endar No. 882, S. 3268, the gas specula-
tion bill, at a time to be determined by 
the majority leader, following con-
sultation with the Republican leader. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Mr. CORNYN. Reserving the right to 
object, I understand the distinguished 
majority leader and the distinguished 
Republican leader are going to be dis-
cussing a process by which amend-
ments might be allowed to this impor-
tant piece of legislation. Therefore, 
pending resolution of that, I object. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. 

Mr. REID. I certainly understand 
that. 

I now move to proceed to Calendar 
No. 882, S. 3268. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

Motion to proceed to the bill (S. 3268) to 
amend the Commodity Exchange Act to pre-
vent excessive price speculation with respect 
to energy commodity, and for other pur-
poses. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I hope 
matters can be arranged today so we 
can move to this without having to try 
to invoke cloture again. This would be 
the 83rd or 84th time we would have to 
do that. I hope we can work something 
out. 
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I have said, I say again today: Is 

speculation the only problem with high 
gas prices? No. But it is a problem. Ev-
eryone acknowledges that. That is evi-
denced by the fact that the Republican 
part of the energy package has a provi-
sion in there dealing with speculation. 
So I hope if the Republicans, when they 
look at the speculation bill that we 
have introduced, if there is a way that 
can be changed, we will be happy to 
work with them. 

I would be happy to continue discus-
sions with the minority to determine 
how we can proceed through this to see 
what amendments need to be offered. 

One of the things I want to make 
sure everyone understands, I have been 
obviously here a long time, more than 
a quarter of a century. And during my 
tenure here in the Senate, it has al-
ways been, with rare exception, when 
we get to a bill, whether you have a 
Republican majority leader or a Demo-
cratic majority leader, you find out 
what amendments people are inter-
ested in offering and take a look at 
those amendments. We look at theirs, 
they look at ours. This does not mean 
you have to approve or disapprove of 
the amendments. But there needs to be 
an idea to find out if this is worth the 
time of the majority or minority in en-
tering into this debate. 

So I hope we can work out some-
thing. It is extremely important that 
we do something on speculation and 
other issues relating to energy, because 
it is a problem. 

Madam President, I am so sorry, 
these scripts are prepared and some-
times I do not look up to see—on our 
side we have 11 women now in the Sen-
ate. 

I commented to my wife today, now 
in our family we do not do ‘‘short’’ 
jokes, about people being short, be-
cause my wife is 5 feet tall, I have a 
son who is 5 feet 2 inches, and a boy 
who is 6 feet 2 inches. And we do not do 
short jokes. 

We were very busy here yesterday, 
and I looked to the back of the Cham-
ber, and there were PATTY MURRAY and 
BARBARA BOXER, both about 5 feet tall, 
back there talking, I am sure scheming 
as to what they were going to do to get 
something done. 

This place has changed so much in 
the years I have been in the Senate. 
When I came here, we had BARBARA MI-
KULSKI. Now, of course, we have, just 
on the Democratic side alone, 11 Demo-
cratic Senators who are women. And 
without any qualifications, this Senate 
is such a much better place because of 
women. 

Men and women are different. They 
have, at least in my opinion, different 
thought processes and they have dif-
ferent abilities. So, anyway, I am sorry 
if I referred to the Chair as ‘‘Mr. Presi-
dent’’ when I know that the Senator 
from Arkansas is one of the fine Mem-
bers of Congress, having served in the 

House and in the Senate, and what a 
pleasure it is to work with her. 

f 

UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST— 
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. REID. Madam President, as if in 
executive session, I ask unanimous 
consent that on Thursday, July 17, that 
is today, at a time to be determined by 
the majority leader, following con-
sultation with the Republican leader, 
the Senate proceed to executive session 
and consider the following nomina-
tions: Calendar Nos. 687 and 688; that 
there be 60 minutes of debate to run 
concurrently on both nominations, 
with the time equally divided and con-
trolled between Senator LEAHY and 
Senator SPECTER or their designees, 
with Senator SCHUMER controlling the 
chairman’s time; that upon the use or 
yielding back of that time, the Senate 
proceed to vote on confirmation of Cal-
endar No. 687; that upon the confirma-
tion of Calendar No. 687, the Senate 
then proceed to vote on confirmation 
of Calendar No. 688; that upon con-
firmation of the nominations, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, en bloc, the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action, 
there be no further motions in order, 
and the Senate resume legislative ses-
sion. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there objection? 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, re-
serving the right to object, the ranking 
member, Senator SPECTER, wishes a 
block of time for Senators to speak. He 
would agree if the distinguished major-
ity leader would agree to modify his 
unanimous-consent request. Senator 
SPECTER would agree to debate from 
noon to 3:00 today with the votes to fol-
low. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I am 
not going to agree to that modifica-
tion; I will tell you why. 

Mr. CORNYN. I object. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Objection is heard. 
Mr. REID. Madam President, the hue 

and cry of the Republicans is that we 
do more judges. We wanted to do more 
judges. I say to my friend, the ranking 
member of the Judiciary Committee, 
we have lots of time on the floor. The 
American public sees it all the time, 
where we are in quorum calls. Anytime 
we are in a quorum call, with rare ex-
ception, Senators can come and ask 
that it be called off and proceed to 
speak for as long as they want. 

We have a number of things we need 
to do today. There is going to be a con-
versation on energy. And I recognize 
there are some problems with the econ-
omy. Housing is a difficult problem. 
Energy is a difficult problem, as are 
gas prices and global warming, edu-
cation. But I am telling you, I cannot 
ever remember going home and some-
one coming up to me and saying: Could 

you guys do some more judges? We 
need to take care of this judges prob-
lem. 

As Senator Lott said when he was the 
majority leader, and I am repeating my 
friend Senator Lott’s statement: 
Frankly, judges are not a big issue as 
it relates to the other problems we are 
facing here in America today. 

So I say, if the ranking member of 
the Judiciary Committee wants to 
come and talk for 3 hours, he can do it 
on his own time. There is lots of time 
here. We have made an offer giving rea-
sonable time to confirm two judges, 
and we are happy to do that. An hour 
is certainly more time than is nor-
mally taken. And if Senator SPECTER 
wants to come and talk about the 
plight of the American judiciary sys-
tem, he can do that, but I wish to get 
these two judges approved. 

If they are not going to agree to that, 
we are not going to do the judges. It is 
the Republicans’ call. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will now be a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with 
the Republicans controlling the first 30 
minutes and the majority controlling 
the next 30 minutes. 

The Senator from Texas. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to split our 
time equally between myself, the Sen-
ator from Georgia, and the Senator 
from Missouri. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

ENERGY 

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, 
after the last election in 2006, the 
Democrats gained control of both the 
House and Senate. With that victory 
comes responsibility; that is, to man-
age the agenda in a way that addresses 
America’s most urgent priorities. Un-
fortunately, we have seen a record that 
does not reflect well and, perhaps, is 
one reason why poll numbers for the 
Congress are at a historic low. The 
American people, according to the lat-
est Rasmussen and Gallup Polls I have 
seen, have given Congress the lowest 
ratings since polling began. One might 
ask, why is that? It is something we 
should all be concerned about. 
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