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Members of this body have discussed 

various proposals to regulate the out-
put of greenhouse gases. Some advo-
cate doing it though a cap-and-trade 
approach. Others have advocated a car-
bon tax. Such proposals are aimed at 
limiting future carbon output into the 
atmosphere. 

Discussion and debate is not enough. 
We need action now. One resource often 
overlooked is coal. Despite the recent 
pace in developing clean coal tech-
nologies, America cannot afford to 
simply give up on this challenge. Coal 
is an abundant, affordable, reliable, 
and secure energy source. It has the po-
tential to become an even cleaner fuel. 

I believe another solution to protect 
our environment and our economy can 
be found in the GEAR Act. This bill 
takes a new look at climate change by 
tapping into human potential and the 
American spirit to develop the techno-
logical solutions we need to address 
climate change. 

Recently, there was a very thought-
ful editorial written by Shawn Taylor 
which was printed in the ‘‘Wyoming 
Livestock Roundup’’ on July 12, 2008. 
Shawn is the executive director of the 
Wyoming Rural Electric Association. I 
believe he does a terrific job of sum-
ming up the feelings of Wyoming peo-
ple on the need to take action bal-
ancing climate change goals while 
keeping bills affordable. 

I ask unanimous consent to have the 
editorial to which I referred printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

WAS CHICKEN LITTLE RIGHT? 

(By Shawn Taylor) 

Is the sky falling? In the past I would have 
responded to this question by saying, ‘‘It de-
pends on whom you ask,’’ but in today’s 
world you’ll be hard pressed to find anyone 
involved in the energy/environmental/busi-
ness/agriculture, etc. industries that would 
argue with Chicken Little. 

Whether you agree with those who sub-
scribe to the man-made global warming the-
ory, or those who think the status quo is ac-
ceptable, or somewhere in between, you can 
find a scientist with numbers to argue your 
case. But I would like to try to focus on 
some political, physical and, economic reali-
ties. 

First, pressure is mounting in Congress to 
do something about climate change. Both 
presidential candidates have stated they sup-
port a cap and trade approach to curb emis-
sions of carbon dioxide. While political de-
bates in Washington, D.C. may seem far 
away the outcome will have a direct impact 
on you, whether you’re in the agriculture in-
dustry, a small business owner or just own a 
house and have to pay your utility bill. 

Experts now say some areas of the country 
will be short of power within one or two 
years. Climate change is but one aspect of a 
looming energy crisis created by increasing 
demand and decreasing capacity to meet 
that demand. 

While Wyoming’s elected representatives 
in D.C. are sympathetic and understand 
these issues, many in D.C. aren’t spending a 

lot of time on the energy supply issue. The 
desire to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
quickly without regard to our national econ-
omy and giving short shrift to technology- 
driven solutions, and the growing demand for 
power are about to collide and form, excuse 
the cliché, the perfect storm. 

Second, while all Americans need to start 
being more efficient with their energy usage, 
energy conservation cannot meet the na-
tion’s power needs alone. While the develop-
ment of more renewable resources helps di-
versify and strengthen our energy supplies, 
they are not the silver bullet solution to cli-
mate change. We need everything we can get 
our hands on in the near future, just to keep 
the lights on, to say nothing of a long-term 
energy policy. 

Third, to avert an energy crisis, the federal 
government must exercise true leadership. 
Without that leadership—without a sound, 
responsible plan—government risks not only 
the reliability of our electric system, but lit-
erally the ability of many Americans to be 
able to afford to pay their electric bill. Con-
sumers could be paying a higher bill each 
month without the guarantee the lights will 
stay on. 

Folks in Wyoming and across the country 
need to start a dialogue with their elected 
officials at every level by asking the fol-
lowing questions: 

Balancing electricity needs and environ-
mental goals will be difficult. How much is 
this effort going to increase my electric bill; 
what will you do to make it affordable; and 
in the end, will these emissions reduction 
goals have a global impact? 

Experts say our nation’s growing elec-
tricity needs will soon go well beyond what 
renewable energy and energy conservation 
and efficiency can provide. What is your plan 
to make sure we have the electricity we’ll 
need in the future? What are you doing to 
fully fund the research required to make 
emissions free electric plants an affordable 
reality? 

I encourage you to contact your represent-
atives and senators and ask them these ques-
tions and ask they pose the same questions 
to their colleagues. 

You don’t need to be an energy expert to 
ask questions. You I do need to be aware you 
may not be able to pay your utility bill in 
the future, or that there might not even be 
a utility bill to pay! Asking questions helps 
find the answers to solve the problem of bal-
ancing climate change goals while keeping 
your electricity reliable and your bills af-
fordable. 

Right now members of Congress, as well as 
state elected officials, are hearing from lots 
of different interest groups with ideas about 
how to address climate change or global 
warming or emissions reductions, whatever 
you want to call it. While I write this as the 
Executive Director of the Wyoming Rural 
Electric Association, the problems we face 
are pretty much universal, and the one group 
that, to date, has been left out of the con-
versation is the consumer. We need a plan 
people can live with today while we deal 
with the long-term issue of balancing energy 
policy and environmental policy. 

To make things easy there is a website to 
allow you, the consumer, to contact your 
Congressional delegation and ask them the 
questions mentioned above. The website 
www.ourenergy.coop was established by the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion but you don’t have to be a member of a 
co-op to ask these questions, you just have 
to be concerned about the approach D.C. is 
taking. 

Policy makers far too often don’t ask ques-
tions until something goes wrong. We believe 
it makes sense to know the answers before 
the laws are passed. You can help your elect-
ed officials and yourself by having this con-
versation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority has 2 minutes 20 seconds remain-
ing; therefore, the Senator from Penn-
sylvania is recognized. 

Mr. CASEY. I know my time is lim-
ited, Mr. President. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I will make 
sure my friend from Pennsylvania 
doesn’t lose a second of his time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There is 
1 minute 56 seconds. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senator from Pennsylvania 
have 3 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that morning business 
be closed so that I might file cloture on 
a motion to proceed to the speculation 
bill we tried to move on earlier and 
that once the motion is stated, the 
Senate return to morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

STOP EXCESSIVE ENERGY SPECU-
LATION ACT OF 2008—MOTION TO 
PROCEED 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the clerk will report the 
motion to invoke cloture. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 882, S. 3268, the Stop 
Excessive Energy Speculation Act of 2008. 

Harry Reid, Jeff Bingaman, Byron L. 
Dorgan, Christopher J. Dodd, Amy 
Klobuchar, John F. Kerry, Daniel K. 
Inouye, Patrick J. Leahy, Patty Mur-
ray, Bernard Sanders, Jack Reed, Shel-
don Whitehouse, Bill Nelson, Richard 
Durbin, Frank R. Lautenberg, Tom 
Harkin, Maria Cantwell. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania is recognized. 

(The remarks of Mr. CASEY per-
taining to the introduction of S.J. Res. 
44 are printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I yield 
the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama. 
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