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anniversary and look forward to many 
more years to come. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, today 
we are celebrating the 40th anniversary 
of the Special Olympics, an organiza-
tion that has done an extraordinary job 
of improving the lives of individuals 
with intellectual disabilities. This re-
markable organization was born in Eu-
nice Kennedy Shriver’s backyard, 
where she used to host a day camp for 
children with intellectual disabilities. 
Under her founding leadership—and for 
the last decade, under the leadership of 
her son, Tim Shriver—the Special 
Olympics has grown into a truly amaz-
ing enterprise, serving some 2.5 million 
people in more than 180 countries. It 
gives individuals with intellectual dis-
abilities the opportunity to improve 
their health, well-being, social skills, 
and other skills through competitive 
sports—and the opportunity to have 
fun, just like everyone else. 

I have been a long-time advocate for 
people with disabilities. But it was not 
until the 1980s, when Eunice Kennedy 
Shriver came to see me and asked me 
to get involved as an advocate for indi-
viduals with intellectual disabilities, 
that I learned about the unique chal-
lenges faced by individuals with intel-
lectual disabilities in our society. Of 
course, when Eunice Kennedy Shriver 
asked, I couldn’t say no. She invited 
me to a Special Olympics competition 
here in Washington, and I immediately 
became a fan. It was extraordinary to 
see the athletes’ talents, enthusiasm, 
and courage. 

Over the years, thanks largely to 
Special Olympics, I have developed a 
better appreciation of the needs of peo-
ple with intellectual disabilities. They 
have health problems that many physi-
cians do not know how to address. For 
example, by and large, individuals with 
intellectual disabilities have little op-
portunity for exercise and other phys-
ical activity. Too often, they are rel-
egated to the fringes of our society. 

The brilliance of the Special Olym-
pics is that it uses sports to help inte-
grate people with intellectual disabil-
ities into our broader society. Special 
Olympics provides a kind of ideal world 
for individuals with intellectual dis-
abilities. The accent is on abilities, not 
disabilities. Athletes have the oppor-
tunity to compete and achieve on a 
level playing field. Special Olympics 
gives its athletes, like Kyler Prunty, 
one of my constituents from 
Marshalltown, IA, the opportunity to 
compete in swimming and other sports, 
as all children and young adults want 
the opportunity to do. Kyler knows 
that his success is determined by his 
own hard work, talent, determination, 
and courage. 

Special Olympics helps people over-
come their fear and ignorance of indi-
viduals with intellectual disabilities. It 
transforms athletes by empowering 
them as competitors and leaders. It 

transforms communities by changing 
attitudes about people with intellec-
tual disabilities. 

Special Olympics includes a number 
of associated programs. The Unified 
Sports program provides inclusive 
sports experiences with individuals 
with and without intellectual disabil-
ities playing together on the same 
team. 

Special Olympics also improves the 
lives of individuals with disabilities by 
looking at health issues. I am a proud 
supporter of the Healthy Athletes pro-
gram, which allows athletes to receive 
a variety of important health 
screenings and services in conjunction 
with local, State/Provincial, National, 
and World Games. 

Special Olympics has come a long 
way since it began 40 years ago. When 
Special Olympics held its first event in 
Illinois, my home State of Iowa sent 
fewer than 100 athletes to the games. 
Today, more than 13,000 Special Olym-
pics Athletes, and 2,000 certified coach-
es, from all 99 Iowa counties in Iowa, 
participate in Special Olympics pro-
grams. 

I am proud that, in 2006, the first- 
ever Special Olympics USA National 
Games were held in Ames, IA. In con-
junction with those games, I held a 
field hearing of my Senate Appropria-
tions Subcommittee focusing on the 
status of people with intellectual dis-
abilities in the U.S. That hearing 
taught us a great deal about the health 
and education needs of individuals with 
intellectual disabilities. 

As a result of the hearing, I intro-
duced S. 1050, the Health and Wellness 
for Individuals with Disabilities Act. 
This bill would promote the training of 
medical and dental professionals to 
care for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. In addition, it would cre-
ate model wellness programs, and 
standards for accessibility of medical 
equipment to further level the playing 
field for the care of Special Olympics 
athletes and other individuals with dis-
abilities. 

Special Olympics and its emphasis on 
inclusion of individuals with intellec-
tual disabilities through athletics is 
now a worldwide movement. It shows 
what can be achieved when one indi-
vidual, in the person of Eunice Ken-
nedy Shriver, pursues a cause with pas-
sion. Her vision is making a difference 
in the fabric of our society, where indi-
viduals with intellectual disabilities 
can now participate in sports competi-
tions in Iowa, across the country, and 
around the world. 

I salute the Special Olympics for a 
brilliant 40 years of service, and I wish 
the organization even greater success 
in the decades ahead. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF DOROTHY 
PHILLIPS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
in remembrance of Dorothy Phillips, 

who passed away yesterday at the age 
of 84. 

Born in Utah in 1923, Dorothy was a 
dedicated mother of 7, grandmother of 
15, and great-grandmother of 14. She 
lived in the small southeastern Nevada 
town of Caliente for over 70 years and 
was known to its residents for her ac-
tive leadership in the community. She 
was an enthusiastic participant in 
local, county, and State politics, and 
her prominence in local Democratic 
Party matters led many to seek out 
her support and advice, and one of my 
best ever campaign volunteers. 

Dorothy was also passionate about 
the needs of Nevada’s senior citizens. 
For her 26 years of service as the direc-
tor of the Caliente Senior Citizen Cen-
ter, a senior housing development was 
named the ‘‘Dorothy Phillips Manor’’ 
in her honor. She was even selected to 
represent Nevada’s seniors as a dele-
gate to the 1995 White House Con-
ference on Aging. 

In addition, Dorothy was a vocal op-
ponent of the proposed nuclear waste 
dump at Yucca Mountain. The Depart-
ment of Energy’s transportation plan 
would bring trainloads of nuclear waste 
right through Caliente. Dorothy spoke 
out against this plan, fueled by con-
cerns for how it would impact her 
small town. In part, Dorothy’s activ-
ism was inspired by tragedy. Dorothy 
recalled being told that the mushroom 
clouds created by the testing of atomic 
weapons at the Nevada Test Site dur-
ing the 1950s were not harmful. In fact, 
she said residents were encouraged to 
go outside and watch. Unfortunately, 
Dorothy’s father and two siblings died 
of cancer caused by radiation from the 
test site. It was in their memory that 
she fought against Yucca Mountain 
and the Caliente Corridor. 

Dorothy will be remembered for her 
devotion to her family and her commu-
nity, and she will be missed by those 
who had the privilege of knowing her. I 
extend my most heartfelt condolences 
to her husband Donald and their fam-
ily. They should all be proud of her leg-
acy of service to Nevada. 

f 

THE MATTHEW SHEPARD ACT OF 
2007 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would add new 
categories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 
Likewise, each Congress I have come to 
the floor on many occasions to high-
light a separate violent, hate-moti-
vated crime that has occurred in our 
country. 

On the evening of July 7, 2008, Rev. 
Louis Braxton, Jr., was returning to 
the shelter he runs for transgender and 
gay youth in Queens, NY, when he wit-
nessed a group of teens attacking some 
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