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Mr. COBURN. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. COBURN. Madam President, I 
have in my hand the bill Senator REID 
just filed. There is no CBO score with 
this, and I object to the introduction of 
this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning busi-
ness, with Senators permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
SPECIALIST ESTELL ‘‘LEE’’ TURNER 

Mr. JOHNSON. Madam President, I 
rise today to pay tribute to SPC Estell 
‘‘Lee’’ Turner and his heroic service to 
our country. As a member of the 
Army’s Echo Company, 1st Battalion, 
506th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division 
based in Fort Campbell, KY, SPC Turn-
er was serving in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. On July 2, 2008, he 
died in the National Naval Medical 
Center in Bethesda, MD, after being 
mortally wounded by an IED in Af-
ghanistan. 

Lee had already served his country 
for 6 years in the Army two decades 
earlier, having finished his military 
service in 1989. Yet this wasn’t enough. 
Even though he had gone above and be-
yond, Lee still had the drive to be a 
hero. After moving to Sioux Falls in 
2004, he reenlisted in the Army at the 
age of 39, after the Army had raised its 
age limit. He looked forward to being 
deployed to Afghanistan, his first tour 
in the war on terror. His wife recalls, 
‘‘He never seemed worried about it, 
this is something he believed in. He 
thought it was right.’’ 

Raised in a military family, patriot-
ism was instilled in his heart from a 
young age. Lee’s father served in the 
Navy for 18 years, and his grandfather 
was an Army soldier who served in 
World War II. His younger brother 
John is in the Army and his wife is an 
Army reservist. Lee’s awards and deco-
rations include the Army Good Con-
duct Medal, the National Defense Serv-
ice Medal, the Army Combat Action 
Badge, and the Purple Heart. Lee en-
joyed racing and fixing cars and play-
ing guitar. He had a fierce devotion to 
his family, and he will be deeply 
missed by those who survive him: his 
wife Leah, his daughter Lyda, his sib-
lings, John and ‘‘Gucci,’’ and his moth-
er Gloria. 

Specialist Turner gave his all for his 
soldiers and his country. Our Nation 

owes him a debt of gratitude, and the 
best way to honor his life is to emulate 
his commitment to our country. 
Madam President, I join with all South 
Dakotans in expressing my deepest 
sympathy to the family and friends of 
SPC Estell Turner. He will be missed, 
but his service to our Nation will never 
be forgotten. 

STAFF SERGEANT JEREMY VROOMAN 
Madam President, I also rise today to 

pay tribute to SSG Jeremy Vrooman 
and his heroic service to our country. 
As a member of the Army’s 2nd Squad-
ron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, 1st 
Armored Division, in Vilseck, Ger-
many, Staff Sergeant Vrooman was 
serving in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. On July 15, 2008, he died in a 
Baghdad hospital after sustaining inju-
ries from an improvised explosive de-
vice. 

A native South Dakotan, Jeremy car-
ried on the tradition of military serv-
ice in his family when he joined the 
Army 9 years ago. Both of his grand-
fathers served and his older brother, 
Justin, is currently in the Army. Jer-
emy was proud to serve in the military 
and planned on making it his career. 
He was on his second tour of duty in 
Iraq. 

Jeremy enjoyed playing with his 
children, hunting, fishing, and moun-
tain biking. Friends and family will 
miss Jeremy’s laughter and infectious 
smile. 

Sergeant Vrooman gave his all for 
his soldiers and his country. Our Na-
tion owes him a debt of gratitude, and 
the best way to honor his life is to 
emulate his commitment to our coun-
try. Madam President, I join with all 
South Dakotans in expressing my deep-
est sympathy to the family and friends 
of Sergeant Vrooman. He will be 
missed, but his service to our Nation 
will never be forgotten. 

f 

34TH ANNIVERSARY OF TURKEY’S 
INVASION OF CYPRUS 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I 
rise to commemorate the 34th anniver-
sary of Turkey’s invasion of the island 
of Cyprus. Today, Cyprus remains a di-
vided island, with a third of the terri-
tory still occupied by Turkish forces. 

Over the years, numerous United Na-
tions resolutions have called for the re-
spect of the sovereignty and independ-
ence of the Republic of Cyprus and for 
an immediate end to the Turkish occu-
pation. The Government and people of 
Cyprus are ready to make compromises 
to achieve peace and to reunify the is-
land. We must continue to stand with 
them to fight for a fair and reasonable 
agreement—one that safeguards basic 
freedoms and human rights for all Cyp-
riots. 

I am proud of the partnership we 
have with the Republic of Cyprus. Dur-
ing the evacuation of Lebanon in 2006, 
Cyprus served as the primary transit 

location for some 15,000 U.S. citizens 
and was the launching point for hu-
manitarian aid to the people of Leb-
anon. As a member of the European 
Union, the Government of Cyprus has 
worked to improve the economic via-
bility of all its citizens and has taken 
important steps to integrate the Turk-
ish-Cypriot community. 

Madam President, I welcome the re-
newed interest in the efforts for a com-
prehensive and fair solution to reunify 
Cyprus. I urge the Government of Tur-
key to cooperate with the negotiations 
and I applaud the people of Cyprus for 
their steadfast commitment to secur-
ing a peaceful and prosperous future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO POLISH FOREIGN 
MINISTER GEREMEK 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I 
rise to honor the life and legacy of 
Bronislaw Geremek—scholar, dip-
lomat, and Polish patriot—who passed 
away on Sunday, July 13. 

Bronislaw Geremek played a key role 
in Poland’s transition from com-
munism to democracy. The Solidarity 
movement is known as a labor move-
ment. In 1980, an obscure electrician 
jumped over the wall of the Gdansk 
shipyard and took the world with him. 
Yet behind these workers stood leading 
Polish academics and intellectuals, 
like Professor Geremek. The scholars 
became advisers to the workers. Pro-
fessor Geremek was imprisoned by the 
Communist government during the 
dark days of martial law. 

Professor Geremek was instrumental 
in the negotiations that led to the elec-
tion of 1989. These elections brought 
the Solidarity government to power 
and ended Communist control of Po-
land. This peaceful transition was a 
model for other nations. 

I got to know Minister Geremek dur-
ing the debate on NATO Enlargement. 
Poland was taking the difficult steps to 
become a free market democracy. Yet 
Poland yearned to be a true partner in 
Europe. That meant joining the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

The Senate had a robust debate on 
enlarging NATO. I argued that the new 
democracies would strengthen NATO 
and share the burden of European de-
fense. 

In the years since, Poland has shown 
the world why NATO membership was 
so important. In Kosovo, in Iraq, in Af-
ghanistan—Poland has stood by the 
side of the United States and the mem-
bers of NATO. 

I was with Foreign Minister Geremek 
in Madrid—when Poland signed the ar-
ticles of enlargement. I joined Presi-
dent Clinton in Warsaw to celebrate. It 
was a historic time for America and for 
Poland. 

Bronislaw Geremek’s achievements 
will live on in the history books. His 
legacy is a Poland that is democratic 
and free—and a true friend and ally of 
the United States. 
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